
598 ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE

the perquisite of Senators and Representatives of the

States and Territories in which the reservations are

located.

Under the administration of both parties this society

has steadily pursued the same arduous and thankless

task of urging- up^-n the Executive the relinquishment

of the spoils system in the management of the In-

dians. It has illustrated the necessity for a change

by the many instances coming to its knowledge of the

removal of valuable officers and the appointment of

inexperienced or unworthy ones.

The Spoils System.

Our publicatior s arid our letter-files attest at once

the frequency and futility of our remonstrances. The
spoils system has continued on its remorseless way.

Perhaps it is one of those evils from which, without

shedding of blood, there is no remission.

Through the spoils system the Pine Ridge Agency
became the weakest point in the Sioux country. Un-

der the last Democratic administration a Republican

agent of unusual ability, courage and success was re-

moved tc make way for an inferior appointee of the

opposii:e party, under whom discipline of the Indian

police force and of the agency generally declined.

The Democratic Secretary of the Interior was warned

of the danger attending this change, owing to the

power and turbulence of the non-progressive Indians

at P'ne R.idge. The warning was unheeded.

Under tlje " home-rule" s] stem of the present

administration, which this society opposed as being


