
v.ill yot spurn till" triMii wTio tliuM nci^ks to p1m-e

•Jicin in i\ liilsc imsitiDn.

lint ilic nici!.-t lumiiliutin!; iiurl of ihis proposition

IS yet to I)'- tolil. AlVr auiliorizini,' tin; I'rcsidiMit

in u'ive or not };ivr the noticp

—

wlucli, uccordini; to

Wliii; lon-ir licrc, nicuns to " make or not make
wiir,

'

—

;jiist lis lio plcasos, the wliole propo.sition

wniils up with tiie hold iirovi:<o liiat it sliuli not lie

j;ivf II " till lifter the mljoiirnmeiit of thi' prrsenl

session of Coniiress." Ves, sir; utter the whole
power (111(1 resjionsiliiliiy of iiiiikiiii.'- war (so Whi;;
jciL'ii! will have it) is put on the I'ri .siileiit, they
turn Mumd and most impiously say, " Mr. I'resi-

iloil, don't <;ive this notice now; don't muhr viir till

at'ter we i;et out of this eity; for if you do, we
mii;lit find it convenient to follow in the footsteps

of our illustrioua predeceasors, "the Uliidensburg
racers."

One word as to the ohject of the Whiirs in as-

suming this (extraordinary !j;r(Hind. They no dinibt

still find themselves haunted by their Federal
brethren who fell (politieally) in the edebraled
Hartford ooiiveiition battle. Those " perturbed
spirits" have unquestionably admonished their

lint'id deseendaiifs that it is liip;hly expedient in all

mutters nertaininir to this notice, to plav a kind of

a "gootl-God-tjood-devil" fjame, "That's our
wme," say they. " If the President s;ive the no-
lice in ace(n-dance with our substitute, and it slnutld

be t'dllowed by war and some serious eonseipicn-

ces, we can turn upon the Democratic party, and
say, Gentlemen, ite arc nnl risponsUilt; this is all

tl.e fault of yiHir wicked President; he gave the

iintii'e too soon; he gave it too late; we wash our
bands of all this; the blood be on ;/f/ii>- heads."
'•lint look on the other side," say they; "here
ii;'aiii is a glorious chance for escape. If the Presi-

dent takes all the responsitiilitij, and '^ives the no-

iiic,aiul the peaceabhe acquisition of i,.egon should
follow, why we can modestly tell our countrymen
that we, too, were in favor of the notice; that we
were for Oregon—for every inch of Oregon; and
that we acted a brave and fiarlcss part in behalf of

all the proceedings which led to its acquisition. We
will .show most conclusively that cases alter circiim.

stances, as well as that circum.stances alter cases."

Should this scheme of thrusting on the President

powers to perform duties which properly belong
to Congress, and which the peoph- sent us here to

porl'orm—if this scheme succeeds, let me assure

gentlemen that there will be no " backing-out''

—

no cowardly evasion of responsibility. He has
tlie nrrv(e that will not quail before any power,
wve the power of God. Tin; notice will lie given

with that promptness which characterizes all his

ni'ts. But, sir, I shall oppo.se, with all the power
which I may possess, this or any other elFort to

transfer piiwers from the legislative lo the execu-

tive department of this Government. The jiower

to make treaties unquestionably belongs to the

President and Senate jointly; but the power to un-

make, or abrogate, can only be performed in two
ways consistent with the Constitution. First, by
the President and Scnitc in making a new treaty,

the provisions of whi(ih may set aside the old or

pre-existing one; and, secondly, by the joint action

of both Houses of Congress. Our object, as ex-

pressed on all sides of the House, is, to abrogate the

treaty of 1818, aa renewed in 18:27 between Eng-

land and the United States, whn-h is clearly a lt;»

gislativi; duty, that cannot be iHrfoniiiii constitu-
tionally by any other jiower lliaii thu joint |)o\v<T

of both ILiuses of Congress, as proi)'i]S( d by the
resolution before us.

(At this stage of his remarks, a mossafrc from
the President was presented to the House, by Mr.
Walker, his private secretary, emlosiiii; tin; late

corrispoiidence between Mr. Pakciihain, ihc IJrit .

ish Aliiiister, and Mr. Ihichainn, the Si iretary of
.Stale, containing a pro|iosilion by the former, and
a r(jeclion by the latter, to arbitrate the subject of

dispute in Oiciroii. At'ter the readiiiir ot'this cor*

rcspondence, Mr. PniK.s ri'sumed, as follows:]

Air. Chairnian, my lime being nearly expired,

I shall add but little more. Permit me to say,

however, that the character of this correspondence

inspires me with new hope of success and refresh-

ed ciinfidence in the firmness of the Administra-

tion. To have yielded to arbitriUion—such arbi-

tration as jiroposed—would have b(en a betrayal

j
(if the just expectations of the .\nH'rican people.

Who would trust the adjudication of mir rights ill

Oreumi to any crowned head? Moiie, I hope, in

this House, And who would aci^ede to that other

])roposiiion, which would leave it to arbitrators

selected from both Governments, with ])ower, in

case of disagreement, to select an umpire.' Gen-
tlemen can certainly see at a irlance that this is a

I trainbling jiroposition, by which I-jiglaiid would

i

have two chances to our one. The oriitinal arbi-

I tralors would luidoubtedly disagree; nothing else

I could be expected; and then from wiieiice would
come the um])irer Not from the UiiiKd States

—

not fnnii England—but just where England would
want liim from—from some l'',uro]ieaii State,

Where would be the diirerence between this mode
of settlement, or leaving it to a foreiirn Power at

once.' All the power Ik ing in the umpire, and

that iim|)ire lieing fcn-ei^ni, there could be mj dif-

ference, of course. Sir, all those propositions to

arbitrate are essentially the .same: and I iherefure

glory in the pmnipt njectiou of them all.

Mr. Chairman, I am s(jrry to see a disposition

manifested here to create the impression that there

is a war [larty in this House; and from the lan-

guage of some gentlemen, I doubt not that upon

the " We.>-^t" is "to be cliarged the major part of

tliis sujiposcd war spiirit. Sir, we spurn the charge,

direct or indirect, of being desirous of urging this

Government into an uiiiieces.sary war. We are as

emphatically a peace-loving peoide as those in any
other section of this nation, llie jieople which I

have the honor to represent, estimate as highly as

any others the blessiiigs.fif peace; they kniJW its

benign influences up(«i'science, the arts, religion;

upon everything tending to the happiness of man-

ki*i(l. But, sir, firm and fixed as our conviction.'?

are of the blessings of peace, we will never be

found willinu^ to yield to any other than an honor-

abl epeace.
' To our rights' we shall chng with a

grip ;is unyielding a.s death. Those riirhts must

be preserved. Cost it treasure, cost it blood, they

shall be preserved. We have entered the field to

maintain tlio.sc rights, "peaceably if we can, for-

cibly if we must." We pitched our tents, and, if

God willing, they .shall never be struck till the

stars ami striiies wave over Orej^,'! ;vcry iiich of

Oregon. . ._ . . .^
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