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rather than to seriously interrupt the course of the

narrative.

To the history of each company I have added hsts

of their Court and provincial performances. In the

latter lists I have given in addition to the dates of

the companies' visits to the towns, the names under
whicJi they appeared. Conjectural matter in these

lists, as indeed throughout the book, is placed in

square brackets.

In the Appendices will be found many of the

documents I have collected for this study, the dis-

cussions of the special points already mentioned, and
an essay on the relation of the plague to the closing

of the London theatres. To this essay I wish to call

si>ecial attention, as on the theory there advanced
are based several of my conclusions about the history

of the companies. Also, because appended to it are

the London and provincial mortality tables of the
plague from 1563 to 1642.

This work was originally begun several years ago
as a college thesis at the suggestion of Professor

George Pierce Baker of Harvard, to whom I am
under great obligation not only for suggesting the
subject to me, but for his most generous assistance

and encouragement throughout its rather protracted
course. To Professor CJeorge Lyman Kittredge of

Harvard I am also deeply indebted for many
kindnesses and much helpful advice at critical stages
of my researches. To the Faculty and Corporation
of Harvard, who, by appointing mo Edward William
Hooper Fellow, enabled me to devote an unfettered
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