
16 CONTRABAND AND THE WAR
of the present war, with the extraordinary opportunities
which It offers to some neutral countries of becoming
on a scale hitherto unprecedented, a base of supplies
for he armed forces of the enemy, make the adoption
of strict rules with regard to the destination of con-
ditional contraband absolutely imperative.

Visit and Search

A neutral Government being, as we have seen, underno obligation to prevent its subjects from tracing incon raband of war, it is essential to the maintenance of
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the interception of the prohibitrgLf

that a belligerent shall have the right to stop and sSrchany neutral merchantman she may meet on theS«eas or within her own or her enem/s temtorial ^at JThe exercise of this right, owing to the size of modem
vessels and Lhe complexity of their cargoes, is one of th^chief eausesoffriction between belligerfntsandneua^^^^
but unless the search is thorough, it is impossible fo;

corrt'>:nd hT' ^"'""^^
con-es.K>nd, that goods nominally consigned to neutralcountries are not really destined for the enemy andhat contraband commodities are not being smuggledin by concealment or disguise. Under modern con-

t^Z:Zt' ^' "^ ^" P"^*^^^">' ^-"^- Wheneverreal ground for suspicion exists it is absolutely necessarvto bring the suspected ship into port for exam na'JfOtherw ise, as stated in the British Interim Reply to the

to be completely abandoned '. Li order to protectmnocent traders as much as possible, it has al^^s ten
tion to the neutral merchant by condemning the captor


