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THE YEAR,
The yewe 1901 has been one of re-

markabie expansior throughowt west-
While all Canada has
1w year of general prosperity,
pment and  advancement has
marked in the West. The
1 with not the best pwos-
he great prairie grain dis-
owing (o the fact that the crop
MM was about the poorest on
md since the country began to ex-
wrt grain.  But  notwithstanding
on, dhe country has made
greal advancement during the year,
und as I Lo make up for Khe shortage
of the peevious year, the soll has
ast season brought forth
et abundantly The erop of 1901
s been a magnificent one, and has
brought prosperity and contentmenx
» thousands.

he most noticeable feature of the
st year has been the large immi-
#ration of a fine class of settlers from
the United States, with a promise of
‘emlinuation of this movement with
wemented volume for the future.
This indicates that our neighbors to
hie south are learning of our great
ountry miches and possibilities.
They have been flocking all over the
prairle reglon from Winnipeg to ¢he
lanky Mountains, and thousands of
hem have located here ly.
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tion the lake port elevators would be-
come blocked, and this has now hap-
pened. While the elevators were not
actually full at the time of writing,
there was enough grain in transit or

and gives better returns than Judicl-
ous advertising. A fine warehouse
appeals only ¢o those who come ¢o gee
It, but ¢he advertisement goes out to
see the customer. The first lssue of

ready for to fill all

space. The capacity of the Canadian
Pacific Rallway elevators Is nominally
something over 5,500,000 bushels, but
the actual capacity is not greater than
say, about 5,000,000 bushels, allowing
for waste space for different
grades. The New Canadian North
ern road, which s now about
completed to Lake Superior, has an
elevator of 1,500,000 bushels capacity
under construction, but this will not
matertally help the situation, especi-
ally as the Canadlan Northern will
rry wheat Lo Port Arthur which
now goes to Duluth, There Is now
apparently nothing but a general
grain blockade dn sight. Many coun-
iry points are already blocked, and
the quantity that can be moved by the
allrall haul to the seaboard Is so
small that it would be Impossible to
keep the markels open in that way
There s, however, apparently very
lttle demand for shipment all-rall,
and prices offered are not satisfac-
tory. Even if the grain could be sent
out dn this way, it would not pay the
farmers to sell on this basis. It will
in all probabllity be more profitable
for the farmers to carry the grain
themselves until navigation opens
again. Kven If they could dispose of
their crop on the present basis,
would not likely be as profitable to
them as to hold the grain themselves.

FIRST THROUGH TRAIN.

The first through train over the new
Canadian Nethern line between Win-
nipeg and Lake Superior left Port
Arthur Tuesday morning abowt 10
v'clock. On reaching about 12 miles
cast of Fort Frances It was found
that there was still some 1,800 feet to
finish. A halt was made there over
night and amid appropriate cere-
mondes the last rall was laid at 1047
a. m, New Year's day, when the traln
proceeded on o Winnipeg.

ENTERPRISE.
Eierprise Is attractive. Consum-
ers prefer to buy from  re-
tailers  who show enterprise In
thelr business management. Re-
tailers In their twrn llke to see evi-
dences of enterpise displayed by the
wholesale houses with whom ¢hey
deal. A travelling man met a repre-
of The Co on the

The construction of a second rall-
cting the prairie region
“ith ¢he head of navigation at Lake
Superior. I8 ancther great event of the
year.  Other rallway work of a lees
UpOrtiant nature has been carried on
o many rts of the country.

Land wiles have been very large.
The Canidian Paocific Raflway Jand
fies for the year were 830,000 acres,
louble any preceding year.
This 1« 411 Index 4o land business gen-
erally,

In Winnipeg there has been a de-
ed exjsinsion in business and pop-
Uation.  Bank clearings here for the
O up §127,771,168, compared
Wb S1GOMT2  for the previous
Yrar, which may be taken as an In-
X 1t growth of the olty.
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THE GRAIN BLOCKADE.

The aniouncement waa made e rly
this week that the Canadlan Pacific
fallway clovators at our lake ports
Yere pructically filled with wheat.
It was a foregone conclusion that In a
thort time after the close of naviga-

street in Winnipeg one day and aftesr
salutation sald: “How Is it that our
house has discontinued its advertise-
ment dn  The Commercial?” The
Commercial  representative weplied
that he did not know, and told the
traveller 40 ask hls own business
11" replied the travel-
¢ just returned from a tnip
through ¢he Kootenay and Boundary
districta in Bnitish Oolumbia, and I
have been asked this question several
times by our customers. One uven
went so far as to Intimate that we
ought to show more enterpmise, us he
liked to see the houses which he pur-
chased from represented in hls trade
papers.

Thie Is not a manufactured story,
but an actual occurrence, giving the
conversation almost word for word.
We have dn this issue of The Com-
mercial two advertisements which
show speclal enterprise on the part of
our jobbers. On pages 416 ana 417
will be found an Interesting an-
nouncement to the dry goods trade
by R. J. Whitla & Oo, limited. No
enterprise shows up more, costs less,

The C lal contained an an-
nouncement from R. J. Whitla & Cc
and they have never been out of th
Jmmwnal eince. With the result they
are thoroughly satisfied.

The other speclal announcement
which we wish to draw attention to
comes from a  comparatively new
house.  See pages 420 and 421, The
new wholesale business of J1. L.
Metkle & Oo., Port Arthur, has been
established about a year, though the
name has been familar theoughout
Northwestern Ontanio for many years,
Mr. Melkle has been a long time In
business at Pont Arthur, and is also
well known in Winnipeg, where he
had important business interests.

A GREAT EVENT.

The last splke In the Canadian
Northern rallway lne, In the long
link between Winnipeg and Port Ar-
thur, Lake Superior, was formally
driven on Monday, at Antikokan, In

411

‘The officers elected by acclamation
were : Presldent, M. C. Ellis; first
vice-president, Willlam Caldwell; sec-
ond vice-president, John McQuillan
treasurer, James C. 2
cretary. The

other elections resulted as follows
Toronto board, Arthur F. Hatch, John
Gibson, Louls A. Howard, L. Duncan,
H. Goodman. George West, Robert
Keyes, M. Lamont, A. A. Alexander
Hamilton board : First vice-presl
dent, James Hooper; second vice-
president, Fred Smye; directors, H. G
Wright, H. K. Hickey, J. H. Herring,
W. G. Reld, Geo. McGregor. Kingston
board : Directors, W. H. Graham, W.
8. R. Murch.
—_—
Rossland Mining St

Ottawa, Dec. 26.—A detailed report
on the Rossiand strike by the deputy
minister of labor, Mr. W. L. M. King,
appears in last month's Issue of the

hor Gazette. Mr. King narrates
the circumstances under which the
strike was ordered. In brief, he says
there appears to have been three
causes : (1) The assistance by
symwpathetic strike of the members of
the unlon at Northport, who went on
strike some time previous; (2) the
settlement of the demand for an in-
crease in the wages of muckers from

2.50 to $3 per day at Rossland, and
() to end future discrimination by
the company against members of the
union. Of the three the last, namely,

the presence of a d| party
of the promoters of the road and their
friends. The spike, though formally
the last one, Is not actually so, as
some little work remained to be com-
pleted to make connection unbroken,
On Monday evenlng a banquet was
held at Port Arthur, In honor of the
event, which Is one of vast Import
ance to the West, signalizing the con-
struction of the second rallway con-
necting the great prairte country of
Western Canada with Lake Superior
by a road which s likely to become a
transcontinental line within a few
years.
POWER FOR WINNIPEG,
“I.am happy to ibe able to announce
here to-night that the questlon of ¢he
supply of electrical Ppawer, which will
enable Winnipeg to successfully com-
pete with any manufacturing city in
this Dominion has been solved and
that preparations are now under way
to establish a plant which will furn-
ish this city with motive and Illumin-
ative power at half the present cost.”
The statement above was made by
F. W. Thompson, manager of the
Oglivie Milling Co., at the Travellera'
banquet In Winnipeg on Monday
evening last. Mr. Thompson 4s in-
terested in one of the companies
which proposes developing one or
more of the several large water pow-
ers within easy distance of Winni-
Peg.

Toronto Travellers.

Toronto, Dec. 28.—An exceadingly
satlsfactory report of the year's busl.
ness was made by President M. C. I
lis at the annual meeting of the Com-
mercial Travellers' Assoclation of Can.
ada terday. The statement of the
board of directors showed the total
number of travellers within ¢the assoc!

.

.000 wa,
mortuary benefits during the year. a
balance of $24.038 was put aside for
t permanent reserve fund. This
fund now amounts to $IR2821. Tha
maximum mortuary benefit for 1002
WaS again fixed $1.000. Dealing
with the matter of Improvement in
country hotel Accommodation, the di-
rectors advised members to report y
Objectionable Peatures to the license
deparfment.

In Aiscussing the new rallways of
the west President Wils =ald he felt
Justified In saying that wholesale and
manufacturing firms would soon find(
1t necessary to double thefr wtaff of
travellers now working north and
westward to the Pacific coast, 1t they
would reap the full measure of trade
which would follow construction and
settlement.

r ,  Was probably the
most Important cause, it having been
a real aggravation to the union for
soma time past. When the strike
was declared on July 11 over 1,000
men in all were called out, including
not only the employees of Le Rof
mines, but all classes of employees
about the several mines In Rossland.
The members Included the employees
of Le Rol mines Nos. 1 and 2, the
employees of the War Kagle and
Centre Star mines, and the employees
of emaller mining properties in the
city. Immediately after the strike
was declared, the properties were
closed entirely, and remalned closed
for some time.

When Mr. King arrived at Ross-
land on November O last, Le Roi
mines Nos. 1 and 2 were each working,
and the management claimed to have
between, 500 and 600 men employed.
When asked for a statement of their
position by Mr. King, the managers
of Le Rol Co. wrote that their mines
were In full operation, and the em-
ployees were satisfied with the hours
of labor and the wages paid, and
were working peacefully. In view
of these facts they felt it to be use-
less to discuss a past condition of
affalrs, which no longer concerned the
company. The managers of the War
Bagle and Centre Star companies
wrote that there was an abundant
supply of labor, and they were able
to operate their mines whenever they
felt disposed to do so. They, too,
useless a discussion about
the past condition of affalrs. The
e officers of the union refused

meeting at which Mr. King
might read these communications and
atement. There was also a
refusal to allow a vote of the local
union as to whether or not the strike
should be continued. 1In justification
of thelr position, the officers urged
that to declare this strike an end,
without having received some definite
acknowledgment from the mining
companies as to what they were pre-
pared to do In the matter of consid-
ering the Increase demanded in the
wages of the muckers, would be to
leave In a precarious position the In
terests of the muckers In other mines
In British Columbla, and that conse-
quently, If necessary, the strike would
have to be perpetuated Indefinitely.

Since Mr. King's report was sub-

mines Indicates that the number em-
ployed during the past month have
been nearly equal to the number em
ployed prior to the strike. Mining
had not commenced at the War Eagle
and Centre Star mines at the close
of the month, but operations had al-
ready begun for the unwatering of
these mines. and it was expected
that they would recommence work
early in the month of December. The
Nickel Plate. another property affect-
ed by the strike, had about G0 men
at work the clos

a
refuse a large number of applications
for work at the mines, especially from
men geeking positions as muckers.




