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EXPORT OF SAW-LOGS.
Future Ontario Licenses will Provide for the
Manufacture of the Timber in Canada.

On Monday, December 2oth, the Ontario gov-
ernment submiited the timber bill to the House.
This bill, in brict, provides that Ontario saw-logs
shall in future be manufactured within the bord-
ers of the Dominion, a provision which will mect
with the hearty approval of lumberm.en and Cana-
dians in general.  Hon. Mr. Gibson, Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, introduced the measure,
and accompanicd it with a somewhat lengthy
statement of the situation. It is entitled ** An
Act Respecting the Manufacture of Pine Cut on
the Crawn Domain,” and reads as follows @

THE TIMBER BILL.

1. All sales of pine imber limits or berths by the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands which shall be hereafter made,
and all licenses or permts to cut pine tmber granted by
the Commissioner, shall be so made or granted subject to
the condition set out in the first tegulation of schedule A
of this Act, and it shall be sufficient if such condition be
cited or mentioned as * The Manufacturing Condition’ in
all noticey, licenses, and permits or agreements or other
writing.

2. The regulations set out in schedule A to this Act are
hereby approved.

3. The Licutenant-Governor-in-Council may make any
further or additional regulations necessary to enable the
Commissioner of Crown Lands to carry into effect the
object and intent of the regulations contaned in schedule A,

4+ This Act shall come into force on the 29th day of
April, 1898,
ScHEDULE A.

1. Every license or permit to cut pine timber on the
ungranted land - of the Crown, or to cut pinc timber re-
served to the Crown on lands located, sold, granted,
patented, or leased by the Crown, which shall be issued
on or after the joth day of April, 1898, shall contain and
be subject to the condition that all pine which may be
cut into logs or otherwise under the authority or per-
mission of such license or permit shall, ¢xcept as herein-
after provided, be manufactured into sawn lumber in
Canada, thatis to say, into boards, deal, joists, lath,
shingles, or other snwn lumber, or into waney board or
squarc or other timber, in Canada ; and such condition
shall be kept and observed by the holder or holders of
any such license or permit who shall cut, or cause to be
cut, pine trees or timber under the authority thereof, and
by sy athier person or persons who shall cut or cause to
be cutany of such pine trees or timber under the authority
thereof, and all pine so cut into logs or otherwise shall be
manufactured in Canada as aforesaid,

2. Should any holder of a timber license or permit, or
any servant or agent of such holder, or any person act-
ing for him, or under his authority or permission, vivlate
or refuse to keep and observe the condition mentioned in
the preceding regulation, then, and in such case, the
liccase or permit to cut pine timber on the berth, terri-
tory, lot, or lots included in the license or permit, and >n
which or any part of which the pine was cut, and in re-
spect of which or any part of which there was a breach
of such regulation or a refusal to obscrve or keep the
same, shall be suspended and held in abeyance, and shatl
not be re-issued, nor shall a new license issue, unless and
until so directed by the Licutenant-Governor-in-Council,
and then only wpon such terms and conditions as the
Licutenant-Governor-in-Coundil may smpose.

The Commissioner of Crown Lands, his officers, ser-
vants, and agents, may do all things necessary to prevent
A breach of the aforesaid condition or regulation, and to
secure complinnce therewith, and may, for such purpose,
take, scize, hold, and detain all logs so cut as aforesaid,
and which it is made to appear to the Commussioner of
Crown Lands it is not the intention of the hecense, owner,
or holder, or person in possession of, to manufacture or
cause to be manufactured as aforesaid in Canada, or to
disposc of to others who will have the same manufactured
in Canada, until sccurity shall be given to her Majesty
satisfactory to the Commissioner that the said condition
will be kept and observed, and that such logs wiil be
manufactured in Canada as aforespid ; and in the cvent

of refusal on the parst of the licensee, owner, or hiolder, or
person in possession of such logs, to give such sccurily
within four weeks after notice of such scizure and demand
of security by, o' on Lehallof the Commissioner, then the
Commissioner r,-ay so'l or cause to be sold such logs by
public auction, after due advertisement, to some person or
persons who will give such seeurity 1o Her Majesty as
the Commissioner may require that such logs shall be
manufactured in Canada,  The proceeds of such fogs shall,
afier such sale, and after deducting all expenses of such
scizure and sale, and any sum duc and owing to Her Maj-
esty for or in respect of any timber ducs, trespass dues,
ground rent, or on account of the purchase of any timber or
timber berths by the owner, licensee, or holder of a permit,
or other person who has eat or caused to be cut such
logs, or wka is the owner or holder of the same, be paid
over to the person entitled to the same.

4. Provided, nevertheless, that nothing in the preceding
regulations which requires pine logs or timber to be
manufactured in Canada as aforesaid shall apply to logs
or timber cut and in use in Canada for any puirpose for
which logs or timber in the vomanufactured state are or
may be used.

5 Provided, further, that these regulations shall not
apply to the east half of the township of Aweres, in the
district of Algoma, contaning 1834 square nnles, nor to
22 square miles in the district of Thunder Bay, composed
of berths 2, 3 and 4 of the timber sale of 1890.

6. The foregoing regulations shall not come into force
unless and until they shall be approved by an Act of the
Legislature.

MR. GIBSON'S SPEECH.

In introducing the bill, Mr. Gibson referred to
the fact that not until recent years had the ques-
tion of the exportation of saw-logs from the
Georgian Bay called for special consideration.
He submitted the following statement, compiled
from the trade and navigation returns of the Do-
minion, showing how far these particular exports
have been going'on from Ontario from the year

1880 down to the end of last year :

Year. Feet. Value.

1880 ......... ceees 72,000 S 784

cieess 2,020,000 13,208

2,632,000 20,208

$1243,000 331333

Ceveees 1,631,000 11,397

ee seases 964,000 7:906

e .. 378,000 2,284

....... 2,804,000 24,429

........ «ev 6,319,000 49,000

....... 353,000 3,270

.+ 10,834,000 94254

. 32,116,000 261,479

36,699,000 313,281

73,887,000 651,122

1894 coionann eeen. 335,837,000 1,050,550

ceeess 277,837,000 2,359,278

1866 ...... cerinans 211,743,000 1,859,360
Total........ 787,481,000

Mr. Gibson pointed out that during the past 30
years the Dominion government had taken the
tollowing steps in connection with an export duty
on saw-logs : The Canadian parliament in 1866
fixed an export dutyon saw-loge of $1 per thousand
feetboard measure. That remained the law of the
land for about twenty years. In 1886 the Do-
minion parliament increased the export duty to
$2 per 1,000 feet, and by the same measure the
Dominion government were authorized by order-
in.council to increase it to $3 per thousand if
thought expedient. Then in 1888 the Dominion
government were authorized by the Dominion
parliament, whenever it was deemed to be advis-
able in the public interests, to reduce or remove
the export duty on saw-logs. On Now. 13, 1888,
under the Act of 1888, the export duty was in-
creased to $3 per thousand feet board measure.
Then again in 1889, by order-in-council, the duty
was reduced to $2 per thousand feet board
measure, and on Nov. 11, 18go, a further order-
in-council was passed entirely removing the
export duty,

It was always considered, Mr. Gibson said
that there was more money for the country ;,,;
frec export of lumber or manufactured timber
from this country into the United States than
there would be by the imposition of any dyy .
upon the export of the unmanufactured materiy
That seems to have been the view by which the
parliament of Canadn and the Dominion over.
ment had been actuated, and he had no doyby that
that was the correct viaw so far as this country
was concerned, in realizing on the products of gy
forests, whether they be pine timber, cedar, tam,,
rack, or any other variety of our timber resourges,

The position remained as above described ypy
a recent date, when the Dingley bill was pasey
by the American Congress, imposing a duty o
$2 per thousand upon lumber going into (b
United States from this country. That was, of
course, a reversal of the policy of the previoys
Administration, and naturally a very important
change in policy. But the feature of the legigl.
tion which has caused the trouble was the retalis.
tory clause, the effect of which was that while
our mills, or lnmbermen, after manufacturing their
logs into lumber and taking that lumber 1o the
American market, are charged $2 per thousand,
the Michigan lumbermen who tow the logs over
to the American side and manutfacture them intg
lumber in their mills thece have an absolute advan.
tage of $2 per M over their Canadian competitors.

Referring to the cost of sawing logs, Mr. Gib.
son said : ** It is urged that the main part of the
industry is in the sawing of logs. That is not
the case. Since taking charge of my deparn-
ment, the duties of which have necessarily brought
me into contact with these questions, I have been
surprised to find how small the proportion of the
labor engaged in the conversion of saw-logs into
lumber was to the whole cost of the production
of lumber, from the cutting of the material as it
stands in the tree. 1 have here a calculation
showing pretty conclusively that four-fifths of the
total cost of labor is expended in the cutting of
the trees in the woods, piling them, hauling them
out to the streams, running them down the
streams to the lake, and putting them into rafts
for towing. 1 have a statement from a lum.
berman of great experience, one whose testi-
mony on such matters would, I am sure, not
be gainsaid for a moment in this House, 1s to
the actual cost of milling. It is as tollows:

Cost of sawing lumber at Peter’s mill, including
repairs, breakages, breakdowns, oil, fitting up in
the spring, labor, and everything else—17%,000,-
000 fect being shipped—$1.14%4 per M.

Cost of shipping, freight and loading on ship,
$1.1212 per M., the shippers themselves loading
it from the front rows of piles.

In years when we did the loading ourselves the
entire cost was about 17 cents per M. So that
the moving of the rear piles to the front would
be from 8 cents to 10 cents, or in all ¢

Sawing..... Ceeeeaieaserateania ceenes S114Y
Loading (if alldone)...... 1;
S1.314

If, in loading, the shippers as part of

freight load the front piles, the moving

. to the {ront would not cost more than
10 cents, thus, deducting from above.. 7

L S1.294
If treight is per Canadian vessels, ther
there is to be added freight .......... 1.12%
$2.37

The speaker then referred to the fact that
the Michigan lumbermen themselves, who were
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