
pointioîg il to a stag-nant pool, whichi t :dlîor1s t i),Oll

from ils own resouirces.

No. 8. 'f7-e Sick Chan&cer, (Painitcdl by P'. de 1101)gC in
the I 7th Century.) T1his is a rnoi charactcristic picture-

repose .sces ifs one intent, and the oye c;înnot rest on it

unisoothied, or (lie mind study ifs expressive linges, 1-ithouit
jinhibing the spirit nimcd at by the painter. No picture
not profèsscdly of stili lite could have lcss of animation tlîaîl
1 his. An attendant is scnated beneâth a highi lattice, but
lier back is te the spectator, and lier long earcd cap bides
even the outline of lier ncck and head front view. Optical

deception is well exemplified in this paintingr ; a green cloth
covers a piecc of furniture, i' is mistaken l'or drapery over
a sick cradile, and the hand is alrnost strctclied forthi to
raise il, in order te discover the youngr invalid ivlio is sup.
poscd te rest beloiv, G i a neirer scrutiny, ilie real na-
ture of the drapery is unclerstood, and the eye looksg ho-
yond bbe frame, as throughl a casernent, te discover the
sick bed in the opposite direction. Finding thitt the Il Sick
Chamber" alone is pourtrayed, and not the sick bcd, bbc
eye again reverts to the exquisiie keeping of thc picture.
The femnale fig-ure holds a book on lier lap, poring over which
she seems bo be ivhiling aivay lier ivatch. The luigh lat-
ticeci iindow admits no landscapc vieiv, it: is fronted by
anotiier building, and the rays of the mid.day sun looks
almost directly down on the narrowv alley. The sun-bearns
falling- on the windoiv framne, on ifs litIle sili, and on the
floor close by the side of the reading figure, is exquisitely
tinted, it gfives a lighit which indeed seems as if it could
be felt. The hig-h heelcd red slippers are unoccupied on
the forecround, that the attendant may go about more noise-
lcssly. On the old fashioned chair a dish of fruit is laid,
to court .the appetite of tbc invalid ; a green silk cushion
for blie praying, visitor, lias slidden off its place geritly as a
feather, and rests partly on the ground ; while the massive
black pictiare frames, and the littie vacant mirror, su5pend-

cdoit the ivalls., help the sombre and religious air iihicli


