
REMINISCENCES I POLITICAL AND OTHERWISE

my coilege lit e. They are things
whikh should be remenibered by ail,
and some day I may be able to picture
as irell as possible the scenes, but in
the meantime they will pass inte
oblivion.

1 attended the fist political meeting
of my lite at the age of ten years, at
which Young, Howe, Archibald and
McCully spoke at Aylesford. It iras
a great event to me. 1 had been
dreamÎng even bel ore this for years
about polities and politicians, and the
names of theses men had been as
famihiar to me as could be, and I iras
placed upon the platform, as a smal
boy, in order that I miglit see and
hear reill William Young iras at this
time the leader of the party, Hoire
havmng devoted himselt to the work
of building the Provincial raîlway ini
1854, having retired from leadership
of the Government, Younxg taking
bis place; and when the Goverument
was defeated in 1857 and the uiiole
Liberal party went out, Howe irent
with the rest, but Young remained the
leader. Young appeared to best ad-
vantage at thîs meeting. Howe iras
left until the last and the meeting iras
pretty well exhausted by this time.
Benjamin Weir, Adam G. Arehibald
and Jonathan MeCully and William
Young had spoken by thîs time and
Houe had been addreing himself to
the ladies and getting themn ail in
proper humour, but lie did net; appear
te full advantage at this meeting. It
iras a meeting of the Liberal leader.
after the electiou and iras intended, te
bring them into preminence. They
had only woen the election by a smail
majerity, four or five, but they were
pretty certain te dcl eat the Goveru-
ment. 1 enjoyed this experienee aboya
ail else in my lite. The meeting iras
held at Àylesford iu the county of
Kings, whielis next tothe county of
Annapolis, and in order te get there
in time, ire had te start belore day-
liglit iu the morning, but arrived on
the. spot in sufficient time te see the
carriage drive up irith lour horse.,

contaînîng the. various speakers,
who ucre reeeived with great huz~zahs
on ail sides. The next opportunity 1
had iras when Tupper, as Premier
and Provincial Secretary, came te
Bridgetown and held a meeting on
Confederation. It was a erowded
meeting, and I have no doubt that a
great majority ot the meeting mas op-
posed te Confederation. Tupper mas
at hua best. He mas net met on that
occasion by a real opponent. The
Hon. Mr. Muagrave, who iras really
a meet genial and happy type of
speaker, made some remarksand they
were hostile to Cont ederation, b)ut
they were not of a pelitical character,
aud therefere had net thc wcigit that
would attaci te, thc matter otier-
mise. Dr. Rebertson was present and
made a t cm observations, wheil,
whîle lie was a highly respected
clergyman, had ne effeet upon the
meeting, but at the end ef it young
Mr,. Gidney, son of the lamons Augua
M. Gidney, editer ef The Free Press,
rose and meved a resolution offeriug
great hostihity te tic present scheme.
This mas secended aud put te the
meeting. My father was chairman
ef the meeting at the time. Asn tic
place iras packed with people, it iras
Ùimpossible to formn a division, aud
theretore MY father proposed that
those mie ucre lu favor of the. reso-
lution should go out, miiereupon the
meeting arese, as far as I ceuld judge,
two4ihirds, aud rushed towards the
door. But Tupper at once took ad-
vantage of thc occasion te risc and
inake ail sorts of exclamations-
"Would You tie Uic hauda of your
represeutavives 1" and ail sucli remarks
as that, whidi tue parties going eut
stopped te hear, whieli prevented any
real division from taking place, and
Tupper afterwards statcd that lie
had scarcely been able te miss from
this great meeting lu Annapolis the.
people mie had gone aud supported
the resolution.

The next meeting I attended iras a
memorable one. It ires held in the.


