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"robbed and looted in every way that

Wall Street bankers and Wall Street.
brokers could devise. He glides
quickly ofver the looting of the New
Haven by the late J. P. Mor

bjis  asso¢lates. and ‘the scandalous
manipulation which has recently come
to light in connection with the Rock
Island and ’Frisco. Heé does not men-
tion the fact that every road now in
the hands of a receiver was placéd
there by the dishonesty of men on the
inside. On the contrary he. is in-
clined to blame congress or the Inter-
state Commerce Commission. But at
any rate Mr. Ripley clearly perceives

- The present situation cannof’ last.

It mpy almost be said to have broken

down already, and talk o flying to

government ownership as being the
only recourse Is getting more and

more common, .

To avoid government ownership,
which seems to be the only way to
prevent the absolute ruin of the rail-
ways and with ‘them all the great in-
stitutions holding'their securities, Mr.
Ripley proposes thelr co-ordination
and consolidation under government
supervision and control. With much
that he has to propose we agree in
part. The problem of the railway
world today is how best to avoid du-
plication and wasteful expenditure.
There is no doubt but that the cost of
railway service could be cut in two
on this continent by the unification
of systems and management. “Every
night,” we are told, “five magnificent
trains leave Chicago at practieally the
same/ hour for Kansas City. Each
traln carries every modern device for
the comfort of passengers, and not
one of them is loaded to its capn,citiy.
Six trains leave Chicago for Omaha

. nightly and five for St. Paul, and of all

of them the same may be said. Prob-
ably one of these trains—certainly two
of them—would amply care for all the
business and a great saving would
result from discontinuing the other
four. This is only one instance of
what could be accomplished by co-
operation. which by the way is for-
bidden by law.”

Of course the cure for this waste of
energy is to be found in government
ownership and operation. Mr, Ripley
seeks to find a half-way house where

- he mingles private ownership with

government control. He would group
the railways much as the banks are
grouped into regional districts. The
drdinary administration he would have
confided to a board of directors, some
appointed by the government and
some by the stoekholders, but the su-
prems control to be-in the government. |
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interests as possible.

As far as can be learned consider-
able ‘advances have been -~ thade in
settling the various questions over
Which there Wwas a difference "of
Opinton. \Differences of opinion can

only exist in the absence of definite |

knowledge of facts. Tt has been the
aim of the city commission to get
down to a bed-rock basis of fact in
regard to the actual business condi-
tion of the city system. with exact in-
formation about unit costs, and every-
thing else of this nature which would
‘make it possible to ‘;ay what cught to
'be done on the general question of

_|rates. Progress has ‘been made, not
{by. ‘threshing out’ hypothetical legal

points, but by getting the figures on
baper, and by calculations of profit
and loss, of expense and cost. These
are matters of business and enginoer-
ing and they will be solved by the
engineens of the commissions.
————

Not an “Off Year”

We can scarcely agree with The To-
rento Globe that this s the “off year”.
ia American politics. }a'he election to-
day will determine to a large extent
the fate and future of the Wiison ad-
ministration. If it goes against the
government the interenca‘v'vill be téh-ly
warranted tha; the people of the Unit-
ed States went to 80 back to a high
teriff, and are inclined to say that big
business should not further be inter-
fered with by the government. The
dssue is squarely drawn between pro-
gressive and reactionary ideas; which-
ever prevail today will have the inside
track In the presidential rage.

It is true that the president can veto
bills passed by a hostile congress, but,

| o e bearing on the situation in the |

linking its future with  that of the

power that has committed itself to
“Domination or Downfall” Russia is

no doubt sincere in welcoming the op- | |0

rtunity to .have the problem’ of
‘Burope seitled at a time when

it may be able to exert a determining
influence. But Britain and France,
controlling, as they do, large Mocham-
medan . populations, can hardly view
the action of Turkey with the same
equanimity. : % :

" INDIFFERENT?
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John Cottam of London has written
an “open letter to the: American peo-
ple,” in which he upbraids them with
indifference, and says, in part: :
" “Under the Stars and Stripes shall a
Pundred million free people, with re-

scurces unlimited, remain: indifferently |

neutral, while a sister republic is being
crushed and bled. whose blood ‘and
treasure was freely poured to help
America in her time of need? Is the
recipient of that ald, the ‘premier re-
public of the world, to remain indiffer-
ent while the very: existence of free
peoples ig in the balance? ;
“Shall America continue merely to
look on while other nations yield up

their lives, not for land or power or|w
money, -not for ‘their own freedom, so|ba

leng enjoyed, but, for the freedom of
less fortunate pepples, some well-nigh
exterminated, anfl others threatened
with the sad fate| of that little nation,
still, thank God! fighting valiantly,
whose homes have just been pulp-

am writing the fo v
explanation, the insertion of ;
much appreciated by me. :

_Our family oriy 1uly came - from
Voronez, South Russia, and settled in
London, § 25 years ago; short-
ly after which 1 and . my family be-
¢ameé. British mnatu-at'zel subjocts. I
f2el uty.to point this vut at the
‘present timeé nZ  to ‘the geneial
:nﬁ-Gei n  feeling i ‘:owmpreyalent.
Apropos, 1. may neution that my sen
Mark Bnghoumgmo planist, brought
suit for -libel st The Lon{.on
Daily Mall for miscailin N P
man subject. The case was decided

London last week and he vas awarded |
$2500 \Warg

5 and costs. B
Michael Hambourg.

WINTER TOQR.igT TRIPS .

v o PO UTHERN STATES
are becoming more popular every year,
largely. owing to the increased trans~
Portation facilities and modern luxu
rious equipment, makin journey
to California, Florida and other re-
S0rts a pleasure instead of a rdsi
With one change of cars you can travel

int o the main

from almost any
line of the Grand Trunk Rallway to
your destination

’ -infthe Sunny South,
‘¢ the flowers  bloom and warm
imy breezes blow, Meals served in
dining cars make it unnecessary to
I'# ve the train en route. Travel is an.
education, and it is delightful to get
away from the everyday grind, the
monotonous or strenuous life, to min

ground by.a tyrant’s iron heel, whose | besi

fumilies were wiped off their own little
epot of earth and all but annihilated
by the irresistible hell machine of a
scientific, Satanic autocracy?
“Consider not America’s 1088 in trea-

sure, alréady  hundreds of millions

yearly, caused indirectly by this’ war.

on the other hand, such a congress can|
fcut all his recommendations, 1t would |

mean for the United States something

like the deadlock which has prevailed |

between the two houses at Ottawa,

Moreover, it the cangressional  elec.

tions go against the administration,
1t is more than likely that the presi-
dent and-his party will be defeated
two years hence. The congressional
elections of 1882, 1890 and 1910 give
warning. ;

The “off year” is the Year after the:

presidential contest, when national is.
sues are seldom discussed, and-there

are no elections for either the senate |

or the house of representatives. Con-
gressional elections aré always im-
bortant, and if we are not interested
it is because the war has engrossed
our attention to the exclusion of al-
most everything else, Indeed, the war
news has pretty well crowded out poli-
tics in the United States papers. But

‘the election is an important ‘one for

all that and should ltsxo against the

Carnegle because of v
leged pro-German attitude is so strong)
that statue of Mr. “g:m

that the statue of Mr. Carnegie|

his native town last June was pel od
wc:rnegu films which hzvéhbdx"exé
hibited at moving picture houses have,
‘been withdrawn, the . correspondent
says. e ds oy
STEAMSHIP MAGNATE QEAD.i

1

. LONDON, Nov. 2.—The death was |

announced tqday in London of Alfred

Booth, head of the Booth Line of |
steamships. . _ 3 &,

3

ARLIAMENT SCENEs, '

On Thursday qvgnu;at 8 o'clock in
h e Metro ’

[ J st 3rd, 4th d
ozeeches ot S Séwacd
m‘h ‘Hon, H, \8qu

ohn Redmong aa%ig‘:




