
3. If you tell people “dirt” does not breed dis
ease, you are praising dirt — upsetting all the 
careful uplift all the best people have attempted 
for many, many years.

Suppose a water-pipe is leaking in your house, 
flooding the floors and damaging everything. 
Suppose that when the plumber is hurried to the 
rescue, he tests the .gar-pipes, finds a leak, stops 
it, and tells you all is well. What would you 
say? True, the gas leaked; it was right to stop 
it : but the water goes flowing on ! Suppose to 
your objections he replies: “But think how bad 
the effect would be on our campaign against gas- 
leaks, if we failed to urge that gas-leaks must be 
stopped, whether that stop the water-leaks or 
not. If I admit that gas-leaks have no con
nection with water-leaks, you would let the 
gas flow on. I must make you believe the wa
ter-leak depends on the gas-leak, else you won't 
fix the gas-leak." Stopping gas-leaks cannot help 
water-leaks nor vice versa. Reducing disease 
will not make people “clean,” nor will making 
people “clean” reduce disease ; only the one 
“cleanliness” of avoiding infected discharges will 
gain this end.

4. Why do you talk so much about disease? 
Teach healthy living, keep the body strong, v eil 
clothed, well fed, and you need not fear dis
ease, especially infectious disease, at all.

This is a fallacy so widespread that even phy
sicians teach it, in good faith, without consider
ing that they themselves would never let their 
own children, be they never so healthy, run with 
a measles case, or mumps, or scarlet fever, un
less their children had had the disease before. 
If the teaching is not good enough for practical
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