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INTRODUCTION.
officers can fcldom exhibit, yet without which none can be qualified for any

truft of importance. To attain this employment was therefore an early

objc(ft with the author ; nor could he be diverted from his purpofe by the

fliamcfulchara»5tcr ofdiflionefty, rapine, and falfchood, fuppofcd to attend

it ; at leaf! by thofc who formed their judgment on the convcrfation of fuch

ofTicers as had been witnclfcs to the campaigns in Germany. He had fairer

examples to profit from ; as the page of military hiftory fcarcely details

more fpiritcd exertions in this kind of fcrvlcc, than what diftinguifliingly

marked the lall civil commotions in England ; and MalTey's well-known

faying, " that he could not look upon the goods of any Englidiman as thofc

" of an enemy," delineated the integrity of the citizen, and the honourable

policy of the foldicr.

His intimate connexion with that mod upright and zealous officer the

late Admiral Graves, who commanded at Bofton in the year 1 775, and fome

fcrvices which he was plcafcd to intrurt him with, brought him acquainted

with many of the American Loyalifts : from them he foon learned the

practicability of raifing troops in the country whenever it fhould be opened to

the King's forces ; and the propriety of fuch a mcafurc appeared to be felf-

evident. He therefore importuned Admiral Graves to afli of General

(5age that he might enlift fuch negroes as were in Bofton, and with them

put himfelf under the diredion of Sir James Wallace, who was then

aftively engaged at Rhode Idand, and to whom that colony had oppofed

negroes ; adding to the Admiral, who fcemed furprized at his requeft, " that

" he entertained no doubt he fliould foon exchange them for whites:"

General Gage, on the Admiral's application, informed him that the negroes

were not fufficiently numerous to be ferviceablc, and that he had other cm-

ploymeni for thofe who were in Bofton.

When the army failed from Halifax for Staten ifland, the author was

Captain of the grenadier company of the 40th regiment, and during the

time of winter quarters at Brunfwick, in 1776, went purpofely to New-

York


