
ifety

e of

the

and

[n to

four

erior

Dcnds

refent

nnec-

epen-

The

It the

lother

their

^reng-

n the

corn-

branch

s they

ly or

Scotia

upon

upply

hings;

they

IS they

la.

VII.

,
[ 95 ]

VIl. All the defigns of the French above-.

mentioned, great as they appear and -really

are, yet if they ever fiicceed in any ope of

thofe, they may be reckoned only as preludes

to much greater things—They are but a few

leagues diftant from the ifland of CuJ?a^ with;

a force fufficient to feize it,, when they pleafc.

And what is there to hinder them to do it ? F
have been infofm.cdi that they have attempted

fettlement oo that ifland already, at Cape

Mayze ; by which thoy may fooii worm die

Spaniards out of Cuba, as they have done out

of Hifpaniola. Cape Mayze is one of the mod:

important pafles in all America, fuch ris Nia-

gara is on the continent. This and the other

fettlements they haveoppofite to it inHifpaniola

fecure the windward pajfage entirely, the only

fafe paflage we have from the iflands : and at

the lame time leads diredly to the Ha-

vana, - .
,

This was one of their great reafons for be-

ing fo intent upon fecuring the Mijfifipi, and

driving the Spaniards from about it at Penfa-

ccla in 1719, becaufe they fay, " This navi-

" gation to Louiftana, will further procure ivs

»* a free {or forced) refort to the two fiimous

" ports of the gulph of Mexico, viz. the

•' Havana and Vtra Cruz.*'' And we

• Second Voyage of La Salle, pag, 188.
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