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with the Jesuits' estates and by grants from the Crown
lands. Hislio)) Hubert opposed tlic pltiii, wliilst bis
Coailjuti>r, IJishop Haillv, suppiirted it; and uliinnite-

ly it was drii)ij)ed by the (iovenmuMit. In 18Ul, the
Koyal Institutiiiu for the Advaiicunient of Li-ttruing

was created; but the members of the Hoard l)eiii)j;

comjiosed <if men with whom tin- fjreat majority of the
people had no sympathies, and the tcafhcrs being
mostly imported from the Cnitcd Kingdom, and witli-

out any knowledge ofth(> Krcnch language, it was a
decideil failure. Aft<>r twenty years of existence, it

had 37 schools and 1(48 pupils. It reached as a max-
imum 84 schools and 3t)75 pupils. In 1824, the Legis-
lature pU'^sed an Act entitled, •• .\n Act for the Kn-
couragement and Endowment of Elenu'ntary schools
in the rarishes." Tlnit Act jirovided for the estab-
lishment of one school in each jiarish, through the
apavcy of t\H\f(ihri<jii(x, which are corjxirate bodies,
instituted under the old laws of France, consisting of
the ritrc or rector, and of the iiKiri/ui/ners or church-
wardens. It provided that wheneverthe |)arish would
number nn)re than two hundred families, a second
Bcliool could be ()i)ened. 'r\u\t'(ilirii/iic was authorized
to acipiire and i)ossc.>;s one acn? of land whereon to
buibl a new sclioolhou.-e, and to iiiiply one fourth of
its revenues to the maintenance of the .-chool.-i.

In 182!) an Act was passed providing for the election
of scliool trustees in each parish or fownsliiii—for the
payment of a salary of twenty pounds to eacli teacher
wliose school would nund)er twenty i)ui)ils, with an
addition of ten shillings for each i)uiiil l)elonging to

any i)oor family taught free in the school. The same
Btiitnte |)rovided also that tlie (iovernment was to pay
one half of the building of school-houses, under cer-
tain conditions; the whole amount not to exceed
£2000 per annum. Several Acts were subseipiently
passed an\ending and extending those previous Acts.
They contain jirovisions for aid to colleges and girls'

aca('emijs, and various sums voted to .Mr. I'errault

and to the Quebec Education society for the introduc-
tion of the I.iancasterian system. A"d<>af and dumb in-

stitute at (Quebec was also provided for, and under
the auspices of Mr. Uonald JIacdonaI<l, who had been
instructed by Air. Leclerc, himself a disciple of the
Abb<5 de Lepee, it realized every expectation.

Viirions wise enactments for collecting statistics, for
visiting schools by MiMubers of i'ailianient, andforthe
distribution of prize-books, were nnnle. One of the
Statutes |)rovided also for the erection of a Normal
School; and the Rev. .John Holmes, principal of the
Seminary of (Quebec, was sent to Europe with a view
of visiting the nornnil schools of the old world, and of
procming professors, books, apparatus, and collec-
tions of natural history. He returned towards the
end of 18;ii), with Mr. li'egnand, the dir(ct<u' of a Nor-
mal school m France, and -Mr. Eindliiterfroni Scotland.
A Normal school was opened in .Montreal; but the
troid)les having broken out a sliort tinu' after, and tlie

Constitution having been suspeinled, tlie school had to

be given up. Mr. Findlater went back to Scotland,
and .Mr. Hegnand, finding employment bei'e as a land
surveyor, renniined in the country, and is in)w a pro-
fessor in the .laciines Cnrtier Norinal School.
The provisions for the niaintenaiicc of the Common

Schools having been allowed to fall through by the Le-
gislative Council, during its tpnirrels with the House <if

Assentbly, the system which had been graduallymatur-
ing itself was destroyed. This was the second great blow
ainu'd at theeducatiomil institutions of Lower ( anada.
The lirst was tlie conliscatiou of the .lesuits' and I'ran-

ciscii is' estates, shortly after the Comiuest. Wln-n
the second calamity bel'el us, ther(> was under the
Operation of the law l(i(K) schools, wbei-ein 40,IKK) chil-

dren were taught; most of which had to be closed.
In the meantime, however, several colleges had been
erected and wen? in a most flourishing condition.
AVhen Lord Durliam came here, with all the powers
and attributes of vice-royalty, lie t'ouiul, as he had
Stated, Lower Canada i:i the anomalous position of a
country where supeiior ediicatiiui was niii|ilv jiro-

vided for. while nothing almost was done for elemen-
tary eclueati<ui. In his IJeport, however, he paid to
our classical iustitiitiiuis a.just tribute ol praise.

After the Union of the I'rovluces, the Legislature
passed, in 1841, a law for the establishment and mainte-
nance of public schools. It iirovided for the appoint-
ment (f a Superintendent of Education tor ilie whole
troviuco, and approj riated a sum of XuO.OlX) for the

support of common schools, to be apportioned between
the .several municipal rlistricts in prooDrtion to tho
number of children of school age in eacii (d" them. I'he

Hon. .Mr. damieson was a|)poiiited .Superintendent un-
der this law; but to meet the wants oi the two .sections
of the Province, the Hev. .Air. Murray and Dr. Meilleur
were also apiicdnted Superintendents, the former for
L'ljjier and the latter for Lower Canada. Dr. .Meilleur
had been a member of the I'rovincial I'lirlianient of Low-
er Canada for several years, and had published various
elementary works. He had also been one of the found-
ers and direciors of the College of L'Assomption. In
1845 another law was passed, applying chiefly to
Lower Canada, and |)rovnling for the appointment of
a Sii|)erintendent for each section, and containing a
great many new regulati(Uis that had been omitted in
the flist law. This was again superseded by the law of
lS4ti, which is the foundation of the several laws
now in force. One of its most im])ortant features
was that it made the assessment compulsory, and
did away with the voluntary contributions. That
important step was however altered in 1840, when
law containing various amendments, most of which,

giving to tho Superintendent powers of a nuasi ju-
dicial nature in matters controverted between tho
parties to the school law, restored the yoluntary con-
tribution, which however, at present, in most of tho
Municipalities, the good sense of tlie ))eopIe has- set
aside for the legal assessment. It also contained new
Jirovisions concerning tho monthly fees and the powers
(d' the r.oards of J^xaininers. Another law passed in
18.51, provided for the establishment of a Normal School
and tor theai)pointnient of School Insjiectors. In 1855,
Dr. .Meilleur resigned his (dlice, and was iippointed to
that of postmaster at .Montreal. He left a name un-
tarnisli(>d for his assiduity, perseverance, and integrity,
and considering the great ditiiciilties he had to contend
with, by the violent ojijiosition to school assessment,
made in several iiarts of the country by contem])tiblo
seekers of jioiuilar fame, justly branded with the French
name of rfcif/noirn, he may be said to have been gene-
rally successful in his administration. Dr. Meilleur
is now without a situation, and his claims on the (io-

vernment for a pension are strongly urged by all tho
friends of education. He was succeeded by the Hon.
I'ierre .1. (>. Chauveau, who had been a ileinber of
I'arliament for the County of Quebec during eleven
years, and had lilled succe.ssively the oflices of .Solic-

itor deneral for LoNver Canada and of Secretary of tho
Province.

In his lirst report, Jlr. Chauveau recommended va-
rious reforms; and for the acc(unplishnieiit of most of
them, two laws were jiassed in "^he session of 185'!. < )no
of thein chiefly relates to suiierior, the other to elemen-
tary education, 'file most ini|)ortaiit features ot this
new legislation consisted in iirovidiiig for the distribu-
tion through the .Superintendent, ami on his rejiort, of
the aiinual grants to l.'niversities. Colleges, Academies,
and Model Schools; the creation of several Niu-mal
Schools instead of one; the publication of .Journals of
Education; the appiuntinent ol a Council of Public
Instruction, and the creation of a teiu'hers' jiensic li

fund, on the same jirinciple as that of l.'iijier Canada.
'I'li(>se measures have all been carried into effect. There
are now jjiiblished two .lournals of Education, one in
Fri'iich and the other in English. They are issued alter-

nately every lortnight, are conducted by the Sujierin-
teiidenf with an assistant for each of them, and, with
the e.\cei)tioii of the ofiicial notices, the articli's and
selections are different in each. The jirice of subscriji-

tion is one dollar for each, 'feachers an? allowed a
cojiy of both, or two coj lies ofeither for the same jirice.

It is sent free to juiblic institutions, and to the School
Cominissioners (or their us<>an(l that id'teachers uiiablo

to subscribe. Each number contains one or more illus-

trations. The issue of the hninKil ilc L' I ii simet ion
/'uhliqiic is4,f>00 cojdes, that of the Imirnnl of Edncii-
tiini 2,000. The former has nearly 1100 iiaving sub-
scribers, the latter about 4oO. ISotluJournals iiave been
mentioned in theinosf Hatteriiig terms in the rejiorf of
the .lurv of the London Exhibition of 1802 on the Edu-
cational dejiartnient, and a lirst class medal has been
granteil to their editor, 'fhese wiM enter on their eighth
volnine on the 1st .January 1804.

Tlie.Jaci|iiesCartierand JIcGill Normal Schools were
inaugurated in .Montreal on the 2nd of .March, 1857.
The i,aval Normal Schoid was ojiened at (Quebec on tho
15th of May of tho same year, llie MuCjiill Normal


