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is firmly and instantly given you in possession ?

Although your days are numbered, and the follow-

ing darkness sure, is it necessary that you should

share the degradation of the brute, because you

are condemned to its mortality ; or live the life

of the moth and of the worm, because you are to

companion them in the dust ? Not so ; we may
have but a few thousands of days to spend, per-

haps hundreds only, perhaps tens; nay, the long-

est of our time and best, looked back on, will be

but as a moment, as the twinkling of an eye ; still

we are men, not insects; we are living spirits, not

passing clouds. *^ He maketh the winds His mes-

sengers; the momentary fire. His minister; " and

shall we do less than these ? Let us do the work

of men while we bear the form of them ; and as

we snatch our narrow portion of time out of eter-

nity, snatch also our narrov/ inheritance of passion

out of immortality,—even though our lives be as a

vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then

vanisheth awav.

134. But there are some of you who believe not

this ; who think this cloud of life has no such

close, that it is to float, revealed and illumined,

upon the floor of heaven, in the day when He
cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him.

Some day, you believe, within these five or ten or


