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"of tlic Ilockv Motiiitaiiis, a i|ii«nIii.ii wliiili llir liuiiouruM*' int inln r fur Slitllicid will liiivr a

"(listimt ti|i|iurtiiiiity l<i iutriKluif.'

'riiis .^talciiiriit would appiai' to 111' (licisiM- with rcKurd to (lif conti'iitioii that in tstali

lishiiifr Itrilish ( 'iilmiiliiii tlii' (ioM'i' iil liiid no intention in JS'iS to cnrnniih on tlii>

iJuiUonK jliiy ('ohi|iuiiy's ri;;lit in liui" rt's l,an(l.

IJnl, t'lirlliiT, dmiiii; tlir dcliatc Mr. I.aliouclnrc cxiin'sscd hiniMJ. ( Annixiirc S, |i. 1 l(>7)

to till' circct that, a.s rr;,'ards roloni/in;;, it was nrccssary on tin- prfhint oiiasion to i ^idi-r

liudsoirs Hay CNmipany rightH, sini-f outsido of iUiinTt's Lmd tin' Crown in its Iumiisch

rfNcr\('d power to resume territory at |ileasiire.

Mr. lloeliiiek ( Annexure S, p. II II ) "alislained from introdiicin;,' any ("pie i-onneitid with

" tin- Hudson's Itay Company into the iliseus.sion, and he had done s i the undei-standini^

" that he was to have a d.iy on which that cpn-stioii ' (three resolutions, one liein;^ to determinr

the ehartered rights of the eompany) "eould he deliated in the House."

.Mr. Wyld (Annexure S, p. 1 1 li') "understood the j,'eneral feelin;; of the liou.se to he that

"the distuission should l>e eontined to the olijeet of the present Mill, and that tliey sliould

" refrain from entering' on the suhjeet of the Hudson's I'.ay territory." « *

" Not only woidd there I miijration to these colonies' (New t!al(>doniu and Viineouver's

l^iland) "from Califoi'iiia, l>ul it would llow in from Canada, as thi'se territories wfrc only 17

" dny'K oNcrland from Montreal.

"That emi;;ration could not take that route without interferiiif{ with the territory of the

" Hudson's May Company.
"

.Mr. Christy (Annexuri' S, ]>. I I Ml) said; —" It appeared to he a matter of aj;reenient tluit

" the discussion on the main (|Uestion (/. '., Hudson's May t'ompany lii^lils under charter, Ac.,)

"was to he taken on the motion of the honourahle and learneij j;enllemen (Mr. Koehuck)."

The iiill ]>assed throu<;li its third readini; and to the House of lionls, without any exprcH-

sion of opinion to modify tlu' statements (pioteil ahove ; hut these statements made durin;^ the

dehate on the second n'a<lini,' of the liill render it perfectly I'lear that the Hou.se of Connuons
dealt with the suhjeet as one which did not in any way all'ect i'upert's 1.,iihI.

(.\nne\ure I'J)

—

Siuiilai'ly in the House of jjords when Lord Cirnarvon was movinj; the

Second readini; of the Mill to estalilish the Colony of Mritish Columhia, on the :^t)th duly, l<^;")t<,

lie remarked (Hansai'd, ;{r(l series, vol. cli., ]). L'd'JS):—

" In the lirst place; it must he borne in mind that the whole of this territory" («'. n., tin;

country airi'cte(l hy the Mill) "was at present in thi' main, thouifh not .'ictnally, suhji'ct to an
"exclusive license to trade with the Indians, which the Hudson s May Company had for many
" years enjoyed. It was true that that license expired next year. It was also true that tht)

"(tovernment had no intention of renewing that license" Thus .showinj^ that, also in the

House of Lt)rds, the Jiill was understood not to refer to I'aipert's Lund.

A still more emphatic indication of the intention of Parliament with I'eference to their

treatim-nt of the rii,'hts claimed hy tin' Hud.sons l>ay ('onijiany under their charter, is to he

found in the circumstances of the deliiilc on the "JOth July, lf<.")S (Annexni'e 1 I, |). 17SS), prior

to the introduction of the Mritish (Columhia Mill into the House of Loi'ds, and on the very day
of its third I'cading in tin; House of Connnons, when Mr. Iloehuck suhmitted the tim-e follow-

ing resolutions :-

" 1st— That the privileges of the Hudson's Bay Company, ahout to expii'e, ought not to
" he renewed.

" L'nd That the legal validity of the e.xclusive rights claimed by the Hudson's Bay Com-
" pany under the chai-ter ought at once to he fleterniined by pi-ocess of law.

".'h-d-That so much of the territory as had hitherto been held by the Hudson's Bay
" Company as may he needed for the purpose of colonization, ought without delay to be
"resumed by the (iovernment of the country."'

And, although Mr. Roebuck held the strongest views on the impolicy and invalidity of the

Company's territorial rights, he nevertheless decided to withdraw his resolution on this subject.

(Annexure 11)- Mr. Jioebuck, in su|)poiting his resolutions (Hansard, vol. cli., p. 17'J1),

said:—"He was told that the Hudson's May Company had certain rights which tlu^ dei'ived

" under the charter granted by Charles n. He maintaiufid that the Company had no such
" rights, and it was the duty of the (Joverinuent to determine whether tln^y had or no.

" If the Comi)any had no such rights. Parliament would know how to deal with theui; and
" if th(>y had, Parliament would also know how to deal with them by purchasing thum out
"immediately. ,

'


