
ST. JOHN CHAP. XXI. 7.

THK I)lSCiri,K WHOM .IKSUH l.oVKI).

I

'lliis (lay is the day set. a[)art by our Church for |)er|)etii itiiijj

ke memory of St. John the K\ aiif'elist ; the lovin;; ami heloNecl

istiijle of our blessed Lord and Master. Jesus C'inisl. Ihil it l^

fhietiy as Masons that we a»seml)le here to day, to keep the solemn
"ifBtival. wliieh Masons are accustomed to set apart, to eommeniorate
lie anniversary of the f,'ieat patron of their order, this very same
t. John the Mvan^eli.st. One, whose name and teachitifjs, iiave. it

[said, for eifihteen centuries, he^n insepirahiy interwoven with the

lasonic institution, and become domesticated as it were, in the

jasonic family. '1 o his memory, and that of St. John the l?aptist,

lasons professinj; Ciuistianity, have for a lon;j period of time

(Ibnsecrated their Iiod}j;es. This fact is, of course, familiar to the

lind i)f every brother, however inexjjerieiiced ; l)iit the especial

iDlbject of such a dedication, the ^auscs which lead to it. and
iparticularly, the importance of its bearin*,' upon the nature, desifjns,

Itfd dijjnity of Freemasonry, is perhaps not so dearly seen, nor so

ipjjhly studied and appreciated, even with the brif,'h est and best of

IJHI, as it mijjht be. To the sincere and inteliii^ent Mason the memory
Mid life of the " Holy Kvanj;elist" are elocjuent with solemn
Kmunitions. and stand forth as imperishable records of the duties

•lid res|)onsii)ilitie8 of each of us. They indicate with unerrinif

light the leadin<5 features of our society,

—

illustrate the purposes

Hie are enjja^'ed lo accomplish,—and shed wherever the sound of the

|tpavel is heard," the lustre of his beiiijjn character upon the rituals

fisd ceremonie.s of our order. And althoufjh that " lovi'd disciple,"

llpon " the burthen of whose every discourse,"as has heen beaulifidly

femarked, "there is personified the embodiment, and poured out,

tile very soul of Musonry," has lon^ since passed away from the

Iftenes of his ('hristian battlefields, and the floor of his Masonic
^mjjles, yet he still symbolically remains anmnfist ns ; the echo of

)ijs \oice still iiii-ieis ;ir(iuiid <:ar varicil ciiiMcirs, anei^mics. and


