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‘Whats the Matter With Farm Colleges?

GRICULTURAL ¢olleges have come to the

crossroads. The total enrollment in
their farm courses has fallen
off decidedly. Twenty-eight insti-
tutiong, taking in all sections of
the country, showin the aggre-
gate22 per centfewer young
men receiving the regular
college training in agri-
culturethanin1914-15.

Less than a dozen
colleges report an
increasein their ag-
ricultural depart-
ments. With only

two or threeexcep-

tions’ these are

small. Itisn’tthat

fewer young people

are going to college.

Many more are doing

so than ever before.

The colleges of commerce,

law, liberal arts, teaching

and engineering all show large

gains over the same period

which agriculturehaslost. Some, the
colleges of commerce in particular, have
gained enormously in students enrolled.

The full scope of this trend is percep-
tible in those institutions where the col-
lege of agriculture is a part of the state
university.

At Ohio, for instance, although the at-
tendance at the university as a whole has
moved up from 5332 in 1914-15 to 10,473
for the last full year, the regular enroll-

. ment in agriculture has gone down from
' 795 to 530.

At Illinois the total student body in
the same period has grown from 6604 to
11,083, whereas agriculture has dropped
from 1046 to 637.
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Enrollment Has QS’lumped ‘Because They
Aren’t ‘Doing Their ]ob as They Should

‘By E. H. TAYLOR

And the University of California during this time |

has grown from 5614 to 15,580, whereas
its agricultural department has dropped
from 597 to 515.
These are by no means the most
, extreme cases that could be
cited.

Putin thesimplest terms,
the situation amounts

to this:
The agricultural
colleges, which
were established to
serve our farming
population so
that it might ad-
vance and hold its
own with other
groups, are not at-
tracting students in
numbers anywhere
nearly proportionate
with those institutions
which primarily serve these

other groups.
Boil that still further down to
“failing to do an important part
of the job expected of them” and it will
be no harsher verdict than is being ren-
dered by some of the agricultural col-
lege men themselves.

For the agricultural colleges have en-
tered a new period, with changed condi-
tions and changed problems to meet.

They have passed through two other
distinctly different stages already.

The first dated from the Morrill Aect
creating them and lasted into the nine-
ties. With the agricultural colleges this
period was largely a matter of finding
themselves.

Agricultural literature was scarce and
competent teachers scarcer. It was not
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