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expedite this work, discussion between our officiais will be
required ai an eariy date. To this end, officiais of the
Federal-Provincial Relations Office will be getting in
touch soon with their Newfoundiand counterparts to dis-
cuss arrangements for such a meeting.

Yours sincerely,
Pierre Eliiott Trudeau,

Prime Minister of Canada.
* (1405)

Senator Doody: What is the date of the letter?

Senator Perrault: It is dated October 20. It was tabied in
the other place by Mr. Lalonde yesterday, November 24.

Senator Marshall: The Leader of the Government men-
tioned that officiais from the federal government wiii be
meeting with whom?

Senator Perrault: They will be in contact with their New-
foundiand counterparts t0 discuss possible arrangements for a
meeting.

Senator Marshall: Is there any indication that the Quebec
government would be involved in those discussions?

Senator Perrault: 1 would be pleased to seek further infor-
mation on that point. The letter is ail 1 have in my possession
ai the present lime.

Senator Doody: Is the letter dated October or November?

Senator Perrault: The letter is dated October 20 of this
year, and it was tabied in the other place yesterday afternoon.

Senator Doody: Does the government leader know if any
steps have been taken 10 get these meetings moving?

Senator Perrault: 1 will seek further information. As 1
stated 10 Senator Marshall, the ietter is ahl 1 have in my
possession ai the present urne.

Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, this tabling shouid be seen in the context
of the deiayed answer 1 gave Senator Marshall yesterday 10 a
question he had asked. While the answer 1 gave did not
specificaiiy refer 10 the letter, it did refer 10 the contents of the
ietter and the offer that was being made.

i know that Senator Marshall reaiizes, and perhaps Senator
Doody does also, as weli as many other senators, that the
situation is compiicated by the agreement, a private agree-
ment. So while the right that is being given and being dis-
cussed is one that can be exercised in that frame, il cannot be
exercised without being somewhat compiicated by the terms of
that agreement and that is a matter between the Province of
Quebec and the Province of Newfoundiand, separately.

At the risk of just specuiating, 1 amn sure that that, in turn,
has something 10 do with the initiatives taken by Premier
Peckford with reference t0 legislation he recently introduced in
the Legisiature of Newfoundland.

Senator Robiin: May 1 ask a supplementary question? In
the letter as read, if I remember weil, the Prime Minister
stated that the federal government could not act in the normai
course without reasonable proof, or words t0 that effect, that
the exportation of electricity from Newfoundland was being
presented by Quebec. My question is: In view of this request
for proof, is il going 10 be the poiicy of the federal government
t0 await the disposition of the long delayed law suit that is now
in the court with respect t0 Newfoundland's ciaims, as well as
the malter now placed before the courts with respect 10 recent
legislation? Is it the policy of the governrnent to wait until
those court action6 have been cleared up before il can accept
the proof that it requires?

Senator Perrault: The question wiil be taken as notice.

BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE

COMMITTEE AUTHORIZED TO MEET DURING SITTINGO0F THE
SENATE

Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Government), with
leave of the Senate and noîwithsîanding rule 45(1 )(a), moved:

That the Standing Senate Committee on Banking,
Trade and Commerce have power 10 sit while the Senate
is sitting today and that rule 76(4) be suspended in
relation thereto.

He said: Honourabie senators, perhaps 1 shouid expiain that
the purpose of this motion is t0 enable the Banking, Trade and
Commerce Committee to proceed ai once 10 consider Bill C-6,
the Bank Act, which was referred 10 il last night.

Motion agreed to.

QUESTION PERIOD

[English]
THE CONSTITUTION

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE WITN ESSES

Hon. Duff Robiin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Hon-
ourable senators, I had intended to ask questions of Senator
Hays, the Senate Joint Chairman of the Special Joint Com-
mittee on the Constitution. As Senator Hays is not here, 1 wiii
address my questions to the Leader of the Senate and ask hirn
to get the information for me.

1 should like to ask some questions about the activities of the
commitîee. 1 trust I am within the ruies in the way 1 frame
them. First of ail, 1 should like to know how many applications
10 be heard have been filed wiîh the committce, and how many
of these appiicants have been seiected to be heard. Secondiy, 1
shouid like t0 know how many briefs have been filed with the
comrnittee.

Up 10 now we have heard oniy from associations, some of
which are speciai interest groups. 1 am particuiariy interested
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