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Chamber for any length of tim'e and bas
uoticed the Buis corning before the House
and observed the analyses and criticisrn to
which each measure ls subjected, will have
seen that senators vote ln nearly every In-
stance without regard to w'hat miglit be
taiied a strict party hune. I do not know.
how It was before my time, but 1 believe It
was mnch the same as It la at present. The
usefulness of the 'Senate ts evIuced very
strougly ln the amendments made to Bills
comiug before the House. Scarcely a Bill
comes froni the House o! Commons but
what is scrutinized very carefulhy by the
Senate and a great mauy Important amnd-
ments are made. Take for Instance the case
of the Raîlway Bihl we had here two years
ago. We made frami 90 ta 100 amendments
ta that Bill, and when It weut back to the
House o! Gommons they adopted tram 70
to 80 of that number. I thiuk I arn witbin
the mark, and I believe that aenators sittlng
about me wll agree that that Bih- was very
rnuch improved iudeed by the arnendrents
whieh the Senate, made to ItL Sorne of the
speakers on this subject, particuharly the han.
gentleman fram Marshfeid (Hou. MIr. Fer-
guson) took a great deai o! credit to the
Seuate--and I do not say that hie was not
rlght lu daing so-for throwing out severai
important Bis. Que Bill lie mentioued lu
particular, the Franchise Bill a! Prince Ed-
ward Island. *When we entered into con-
federatian the laws o! Canada were made
applicable to our Island. Aniong theni was
the Franchise Act, and as the hon. senator
sald, we had at that Urne an elective legis-
lative council. We bad £100 qualification
for ehectors ln conuectian with ehections ta
the legislative council, and It was durlug
the reigu of the Mackenzie goverunent tliat
we were apphying this Bill to cunr Iland, and
tbey adopted this £100 qualification as the
qualification for voters lu Prince Edward
Island in the election of members o! the
House of Gommons. lu the Senate nt that
Urne there -was a represeutative froni
Queen's couuty, Prince Edward Ishand.
He moved that the Bill le rejected.
-It wouid have been quite easy for that
senator-he was a mnan who uuderstbood
the condition o! Prince Edward Island
very well-to -have moved au amend-
meut giving us universai suffrage iu Prince
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Edward Island as we have it for our local
election, end 1 think if lie had done so It
would have been adopted both by the
Senate and by the cabinet, but in place of
that hie rnoved that the Bill be thrown out.
This senator made a great ado about dis-
franchising the young men and the poor
men. of Prince Edward Island. That was a
littie bit of partylarn, the like of whIch I
have rarely seen exhibited here since. Tt
was not the Intention of the governiment of
that day to dIsfranchise the young men, or
the poor men of Prince Edward Island.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-Senator Hay-
thorne, a Liberai, took. the samne position.

Hon. Mr. ROBERSON-I arn surprised
he did not read the Bill a little better.
Party capital was going to be made out of
this ln Prince Edward Island,' and was
made out of It. I had to meet it, and the
hon. Secretary of State, who was ln this
House at the time, eau put me right If I
arn wrong. At the foot of the Bill was a
clause to, the effect, namely, that the fran-
chise provided ln the Bill by the Dominion
goverument was only to be lu existence
until such time as the local goverument
would provide a franchise for the people o!
Prince Edward Island. The local goveru-
nment was iu session at the time, and ln 48
hours cauld have adopted a franchise suit-
able ta Prince Edward Island but they ne-
giected to do so. Then, of course, the Bill
was thrown out here snd we went back to
universal suffrage.

Hon. Mr. çFERGUSON-The hou. gentle-
man ls lu error lu this respect; the alterna-
tive lu the Bill was, not that tbe local legis-
l'ature should furnisb another franchise,
but that they sbould provide a registratian
of voters.

Hon. MT. ROBERTSON-And a franchise.
Probably the bon. Secretary of State, If he
remembers anythIug of it, wlill put mne right.
The proviso at the bottom of the Bill was
that this qualification should only be lu ex-
istence until sucli thue as the local goveru-
ment wouid provide a franchise and a iist
of voters ta prepare for the Dominion elec-
tion. The hon. senator, perhaps, did not re-
member this at the time lie was speaking,
but hie lef t that portion of it out; therefore,


