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Private Mmbers' Business

During the last Parliament, three niembers, including two

Conservative members, Don Blenlcarn and Louise Feithani and

one NDP member, John Rodriguez, tabled private mnembers'

bis on credit cards, wbicb shows that the issue is not new to

Parliament and that there bas been a constant expression of

concernas wbich today bas finally found its way to comniittee

tbrougb ibis motion.

1 would like Io add that flot long ago, on Mardi 21, 1 niy5Clf

tabied two bills on this subject. I amn referring to Bill C-227 and

C-228, which deal substantially with the samne concerns, in

more or less the same ternis, as Bill C-233.

propose tie saine fines;, I gucas we consulted with the sainE

researchers. However, unlike Bill C-233, our bill also propose*

minimum fines.

The hion. members for Simcoe North and Trois-Rivières bot!

referred to, the study on credit cards conducted by the Servio4

d'aide aux consommateurs, and more specifically by Mrs

Madeleine Plamoiidon, and Messrs. Henri-Paul Labonté an'

Marc Pépin. I should point out for the benefit of this House ani

the committee 'which will look at ti issue, that the study wa

made possible tbrough a grant fromn tbe Deparinient of Industr3

This not only gives it credibility, since it is already credibl

consideringwho conducted it, but also makes it very apprpriat

since it was financed by public funds.

Already on page 2 of the study, the substance of the mnessage

delivered. The authors say that their conclusions deal witb Il

accouatability of credit card issuers and the urgent need for I

goverentt iw ti issue, wblch is obviously wbat we 31

doing bere this evening. I will conclude by saying tbat there

real support among the public for sucb a measure. For examiP

the Borrowers Action Society wrote to nie about niy bis, bul

want to, sbare the benefit wltb the ion. niember for Sinc'
North. This organization wrote:

4 'We are very pleased to sec the initiative you and the
taking ini tbis area aud I wisb to offer my fuill support as
tht support of the Borr<owers Action Society. We hav

idcntified supporters <roui ail parts o! Canada. If you t:
oan help in any way, please let us know".


