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after the election the Prime Minister received the agreement of
10 premiers to implement this program.
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If the members of the opposition want to see a concrete plan to
create jobs, they should wait for a few more weeks until the
construction season starts. Canadians will then see real concrete
being poured across this country creating real jobs, and it will
not be only with picks and shovels.

In the next two years tens of thousands of jobs will be created
in the construction industry alone, building projects under the
infrastructure program. If that is not vision then I do not know
what is.

The government’s job creation policies do not stop at the
infrastructure program. The budget paper called For Growing
Small Businesses provides a litany of government proposals and
initiatives to help small businesses grow and create jobs. The
decision of the government to reduce unemployment insurance
premiums next year will reduce payroll costs to businesses and
free up money to hire new employees.

This government is actually reducing taxes to create employ-
ment. The Canada investment fund will provide capital assis-
tance to businesses. Capital funding is essential if new
technologies are to be properly developed and marketed. This
will directly lead to the creation of highly skilled jobs in all parts
of this country.

The government will sponsor the creation of business net-
works. These networks will allow smaller companies to pool
their resources and realize some of the benefits that only large
companies now enjoy.

This government also realizes that such networks can only
work if they are controlled by the private sector. However, we
will be providing matching grants to make the networks as broad
ranging as possible. These networks will allow small businesses
to expand their operations and hire new employees.

The information highway will also help job creation. Most
experts believe that information industries will become domi-
nant in the coming years. With the advent of the information
highway companies in all parts of this country, in towns large
and small, will be able to access, process and sell information.
As telecommunications networks improve it will not matter
where you or your business is located. All you will need
basically is a computer and a telephone line and you can be in
business.

As we rebuild resource based industries like the fishery for
the small communities in my district, information based compa-

nies may be the provider of jobs. The highway will reduce
communication costs for existing businesses and allow informa-
tion based businesses to set up shop almost anywhere in the
country, including my riding of St. John’s West.

The restoration of the RRAP will also help low and middle
income families renovate their homes and live more comfort-
ably. On top of this, the money supplied by the federal govern-
ment for this program will be spent in small building supply
companies, many of which my riding consists of, and will be
used to hire skilled trades people like carpenters and electri-
cians. Restoring the RRAP will create jobs in communities large
and small across Newfoundland and Canada.

The apprenticeship program will help our young people learn
valuable work skills and increase their opportunities for em-
ployment. We are all well aware that there are shortages of
skilled labour in some parts of Canada. The apprenticeship
program will train young people to perform some of these jobs,
thus providing employment to a generation faced with stagger-
ing unemployment and a pessimistic outlook to the future.

The apprenticeship program will also help break the vicious
cycle of no job without experience and no experience without a
job. When they graduate from their programs, young people will
have the skills and experience to fill the job.

For the Reform Party any investment by the federal govern-
ment to create jobs is too much. They would rather see the
government cut untold billions from the budget and set every
unemployed worker adrift. The Reform policy is a do nothing
policy. This government was elected with a strong mandate to do
something and that is what we intend to do.

For the Bloc, its main interest is to prove that the federal
government does not work and cannot do anything to solve the
problems of Quebecers or other Canadians. If the government
spent $100 billion in Quebec the Bloc would complain that there
is one worker in Montreal who does not have a job, and therefore
Canada does not work.

For those few Tories left in the country, they say that our
policies are exactly the same as theirs. This is not true. The
Tories put together half measures and hoped that the problems
would disappear. In the election we saw that the only thing that
disappeared was the Conservative Party. The truth is that we
have prepared a balanced approach to job creation.

® (1625)

Government can no longer do it all when it comes to job
creation. There is not a bottomless pit of money to throw at the
problem. This government is using its scarce resources to
stimulate the economy and prod businesses to create jobs.




