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Oral Questions

What 1 want to know is whether or flot there is a boycott; il
is that simple. If Canadians take thc flag and participate in the
opening ceremonies of the Olympie Gamies, then surely we are
flot participating in a boycott in the same way that we are
asking the farmers ta participate in a boycott, or the business-
men or, indeed, the athietes.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Allan J. MacEachen (Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance): Madam Speaker. I want ta assure the
hon. member that indeed we are supporting the boycott. It has
been declared ta be our policy and the evidence of that is the
fact that Canadian athlctes. in ternis of the goverfiment, have
decided flot ta participate.

As the Minister of Labour has stated, 1 amnifot aware of
conversations between any governmiental officiais and the
mayor of Montreal. 1 will check into that, but I would suggest
ta the hon. lady that perhaps tf s overkill to protest as
vigorously as she has ta the transmission of the flag in the way
that is proposcd.

T1ESTIN(, 1Y t RANCEt OF NEUTRON 130MB WA Rii AD
COVFR NMl NT POSITION

Hon. Allan Lawrence (Durham- Northumberland): Madani
Speaker, my question is also for thc acting prime mninister. It
relates ta international affairs and pcrhaps the potential af'
another boycott or at keast severe sanctions.

Within the last 24 hours the governmnent of IFrance, normal-
y a eivilîzcd country, a mnember of the western family of'
nations dnd a close ally of Canada, has gloatingly announced
that it has perfectcd the capability of' exploding a neutron
bomb warhead. an announicement that could only be made
after extensive field tests and extensive field explosions.

My question ta the acting prime miinîster, is what cxactly
does the Govcrnmcint of Canada hope and expeet ta do in the
face af' such an announicement. especially when Canada is a
sîgnatary ta the non-proli fera tion treaty, a signatary ta the test
ban treaîy, and when Canada in many other way s has taken a
belated lead against such a development as that'?

Hon. Allan J. MacEachen (Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance): Madam Speaker, I have notîced the
press reports ta which the hon. miember has referred in his
question. Obviously, if they are confirmed ta be truc, the
development is very serious indeed. The Prime Mvinistcr today.'
in Sweden, has stated that if these reports are held ta be
authentie, Canada indeed would bc very much opposed and
would pratest vigorously against this palicy of the French
government.

Mr. Lawrence: Madam Speaker, 1 am not getting through
ta the acting prime Minister. 1 am flot talking about the usual
mild. abviously ineffectual, mealy-mouthcd protests which
camne front this gavernment in matters such as this.

Some lion. Members: Order.

Mr. Lawrence: I am asking the acting prime nmister, if he
is flot in a position today ta make an annauncement, will he
give seriaus consideration ta very real sanctions against the
gaverfiment of France'? Some of us believe that this is a
greater threat ta the security and future of the world than even
the Afghanistan invasion.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. MacEachen: Nladamn Speaker, I am flot sure that the
hon. member understands what he is saying when he is propos-
ing at the present stage that Canada annaunce a policy of
econaiei sanctions against France. I think he would want ta
consider that a little mare carefully before he repeats it.
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Mr. Lawrence: Not in this case.

CONSUMER AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS

INti VRiSt RATES- -PRIME RATEO0I CIIARTERE) 13ANKS 111G[11i R
TiIAN BANK OFCANADA Lt IICT ON E(ONOMY

Mr. Edward Broadbent (Oshawa): Madami Speaker, I have
a question for the Minister of Consumer and Carparate
Ai fairs. The mninister will know that the Bank of' Canada rate
s now 10.63 per cent. I-lowevcr, the prime rate chargcd by the

chartcred banks of' Canada is almnost a full two percentage
points above that, in comiplete contrast ta the situation which
prevailed two ycars ago with a reflected drap in the chartcred
bank rate correspanding ta the Bank ai' Canada rate.

Since thîs mneans the banks are mnaking higher profits and
are flot passing on ta the people of' Canada the ecanoiei
benefits which should came from a lower Bank of Canada rate,
I shauld like ta ask the minister what he is doing about this.

[Tranislation]

Hon. André Ouellet (Minister of Consumer and Corporate
Affairs and Postmaster General): Madami Speaker, I would
suggest that the han. mnember direct his question ta the
Mînister of Finance.

[En g/îsh]
THE CANADIAN ECONONIY

IMtRt ST RATI S DISP'\RITY Bt T\5 F EN CHARTFRLi) BANKS
A N D BAN KOt CAN ADA

Mr. Edward Broadbent (Oshawa): Madam Speaker. I made
the mistake of assumîng that the Minister of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs was intcrested in swhat was happening ta
consuners.

Some hon. Menibers: lear, hear!
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