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During the 1930's, due to the adverse
economic conditions of the period, these provi-
sions were necessarily interpreted in a restric-
tive manner. Because of improved economie
conditions, it is now possible to interpret them
broadly. It is the intention of the govern-
ment, under present circumstances, to have
the regulations so administered that British
subjects from the United Kingdom, Ireland,
Newfoundland, New Zealand, Australia or the
Union of South Africa, and citizens of the
United States, who desire to enter Canada
will only be required to meet certain stand-
ards of health and character, and to show
that they are not likely to become public
charges.

At the end of the war, it was felt that con-
ditions in Europe made it desirable to widen
the categories of relatives of Canadian resi-
dents who could be admitted to Canada. As
a result these categories, some time ago,
were extended substantially. Recently, the
terms of admissibility were extended to
include still wider groups of relatives. All
married relatives who are admissible are now
granted the right to bring their families with
them. I would ask leave of the bouse to
table a copy of the order in council-P.C.
1734 of May 1, 1947-which extends the terms
of admissibility.

The government bas also extended admis-
sibility to persons who are suitable for employ-
ment in the primary industries. As hon.
members are aware, Canada's primary indus-
tries are experiencing an acute shortage of
manpower.

The resettlement of refugees and displaced
persons constitutes a special problem. In the
intergovernmental committee on refugees, and
in the discussions in the united nations lead-
ing to the establishment of the international
refugee organization, Canada bas taken an
active part. In this connection, the govern-
ment bas taken measures respecting the
admission of refugees and displaced persons,
and also of Polish ex-soldiers. These mea-
sures, though not of wide scope, are practical
steps within the present physical limitations
imposed by transportation.

Canada is not obliged, as a result of mem-
bership in the united nations or under the
constitution of the international refugee
organization, to accept any specifie number of
refugees or displaced persons. We have,
nevertheless, a moral obligation to assist in
meeting the problem, and this obligation we
are prepared to recognize.

The government is sending immigration
officers to examine the situation among the
refugee groups, and to take steps looking
towards the early admission of some thou-

sands of their number. In developing this
group movement, the immigration branch and
the Department of Labour will determine
jointly the approximate number of persons
who can be readily placed in employment and
absorbed into various industries and occupa-
tions. Selection officers will then consider
applicants for entry into Canada, examine
them on a basis of suitability and physical
fitness, and make arrangements for their
orderly movement and placement. Persons
so admitted will, of course, be included in
whatever quota Canada finally accepts as its
share in meeting the general problem. In
taking these steps the government is seeking
to ensure that the displaced persons admitted
to Canada are of a type likely to make good
citizens.

Let me now speak of the government's long
term programme. It is based on the convic-
tion that Canada needs population. The gov-
ernment is strongly of the view that our
immigration policy should be devised in a
positive sense, with the definite objective, as
I have already stated, of enlarging the popu-
lation of the country. This it will seek to
attain through the development and energetic
application of productive immigration
measures.

The population of Canada at present is
about 12,000,000. By 1951, in the absence of
immigration, it is estimated that our popula-
tion would be less than 13,000,000 and that by
1971, without immigration, the population
would be approximately 14.600,000. Apart from
all else, in a world of shrinking distances
and international insecurity, we cannot ignore
the danger that lies in a small population
attempting to hold so great a heritage as)
ours.

The fear bas been expressed that immigra-
tion would lead to a reduction in the standard
of living. This need not be the case. If
immigration is properly planned, the result
will be the reverse. A larger population will
help to develop our resources. By providing
a larger number of consumers, in other words
a larger domestic market, it will reduce the
present dependence of Canada on the export
of primary products. The essential thing is
that immigrants be selected with care, and
that their numbers be adjusted to the absorp-
tive capacity of the country.

It is of the utmost importance to relate
immigration to absorptive capacity. In the
past, Canada bas received many millions of
immigrants, but at the same time many mil-
lions of people have emigrated. Of the latter,
a large proportion were young people born in
Canada, and others who had benefited by
education or training received in Canada. The


