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The Address-Mr. Benidickson

May it Please Your Excelleney:
We, Ris Majesty's mast dutiful and loyal

subjects, the House of Commons of Canada, in
parliament assembled, beg leave to offer our
humble thanks ta Yaur Excellency for the
graciaus &peech which Your Excellency bas
addressed ta both houses of parliament.

I understand it is the privilege of the
mover of this resolution ta make a few
remarks ýta the hause. First it is My
pleasure ta express ta yau, Mr. Speaker, my
sincere cangratulatians upan yauýr electian ta
the high affice af first cammaner, which. took
place yesterday. I believe my sympathy
shauld alsa be extended ta yau, sir, because
you have befare yau a great number af
members af parliament, I think samething in
the nature af ane hundred, wha are making
their first appearance in this chamber. 1 feel,
bowever, that the new members may expecet
fram you cansideratian and caurtesy, in that
despite this high hanour yau you-rself have
nat long been a member af this bouse of
Cammons, thaugh we aIl realize that yaou have
had much mare experience in parliamentary
pracedure than we have had, by reasan af
yaour service in the legislature af your prov-
ince, and also hecause of the family scbaol
in which yau have been braught up, which
has given s0 many distinguished members ta
the public life of the Daminian af Canada.

I arn well aware, sir, that -a signal honour
has indeed been conferred upan me in the
invitation ta mave the addýress ta His
Excellency in reply ta the speech from the
thrane. It is, of course, the custamn in this
house ta select for this bigh privilege aone
frorn am'ang thase wba are taking their first
falteýring steps in national palities. In my own
case, however, I recognize that anather and
far from persanal reasan is respo-nsible fer
my selection and passibly tha-t af my gond
friend the seconder of the motian. I believe
we have been selected for this high hanaour
particularly hecause we have heen associated
with the armed services during the war. It is
true that in previaus sessions during war time
this honaur has been canferred upon members
of the services, but I understand that bitherto
it has been performed 'by members of the
major Canadian service, the army. Thiere-
fore I deeply appreciate tbe tactful courtesy
that bas been sbown ta-day in asking that the
address be moved and seconded 'hy members
who have been associated with the -other
branches of the services ai this country. It
will be pleaýsing ta themn that in this great
hour of final victory this additional accolade
has been bestowed upon these two. services
whose ýachievements have been sametimes
,overlooked in recent days, wben the course
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*of the war focused public attention so com-
pletely upon tbe work, the distinguished work,
of the Canadian Army.

Mr. Speaker, if I may be forgiven I should
like ta interjet a purely personal note of
satisfaction. I had beard the namne and rank
of the han. member for Gaspe (Mr. Langlois)
as ane elected ta membersbip in the house;
but until yesterday, when we met again, I had
flot realized that ha was a former Halifax
messmate who had been most belpful ta a
member of the Royal Canadian Air Force
who, rather nervausly, was feeling his way in
bis first contacts with the Royal Canadian
Navy as their first air-liaison oficer.

In expressing appreciatian for the compli-
ment that bas been given ta the service te
whicb I was once attached, I decline ta
believe that there was not intended same
measure of recognition of the canstituency te
the representatian ai wbich I bave been
elected. I wisb ta tbank the Prime Minister
(Mr. Mackenzie King) and bis colleagues on
bebaîf of aIl the electors and alI the citizens
af my riding for this honour.

Tbe constituency of Kenora-Rainy River is
a very large ane. In fact, it is anc of the few
wbicb can be said actually ta span tbe country,
for in the south tbe constituency ai Kenora-
Rainy River skirts the boundary cf the United
States, and maving nortbward tbrough the
rapidly develaping mining district of Red Lake,
encompasses tbe shore lina of Hudson hay.

Therefore, I say tbat in the minds cf Cana-
dians it might very well occupy an equally
strategie position, for it is the canstituency in
whicb it can be truly said that east and west
meet and mingle.

Many of us, whan we think ai the city, bave
in mmnd the western cîty ai Winnipeg. But
always-and ai late, unhappily-wben we have
rafarred ta the iountain-bead af aur provincial
gavernment we bave of course referred ta tbe
city oi Toronto.

Since the creation oi cur riding some twenty
years ago we have sent ta the bouse, consist-
ently, followers ai the prasent Prime Minister.
During that tima we bave sent two distin-
guisbed mýembers wbo have plaeed ispon a
neophite the very beavy burden ai upbolding
a bigh reptitatian. Our first member, the
bon. Peter Heenan, was a privy councillor.
He bad tbe great bonaur, one wbicb the con-
stituency stili appreciates, of moving the intro-
duction ai a bll which made tbe old age
pensions schemne part oi the law oi our coun-
try. All hon. members will appreciate those
observations in the speech irom the throne
whicb indicates a very necessary extension-


