
APRIL 18, 1916 2975

*character of the statements made by- the
hon. member for Richmnond (Mr. Kyte). 1
had expected something really important.
It is no part of a- member's duty, nor is iA
right, to im-pugn the motives of another
man, and 1 do flot do so. But I had a per-
fect right to inquire for my own satisfaction
what *as the moving spirit behind the hon.
gentleman's speech. Was it ta asoertain
the truth concerning this matter? If so, al
hie had ta do was to cammunicate with Col-
onel David Carnegie or General Bertram
of the Sheil Committee, and hie would have
his questions answered in five minutes-
answered truthfully, and answered to any-
body's satisfaction. Was it to' obtaiu
notariety? If so, he has had it, but it will
be short-lived. Was it to injure the Toriesr
-those horrible Tories! Il sa, I have everr
reason ta believe that he wîll fail in hit
object. Was it to assist the cause of humait
libertyP I want to point out to that hon.
member that only truth and right directing
a powerful attack can win for that cause.
Or is it merely petty party parochial poli-
tics? I leave the public to corne to their
own conclusion on that subject. I cannot
conceive of fhis object in trying to take ad-
vantage-of the high-strung nervousncss of
the Canadian public; whose gallant sons are
fighting and dying for the great cause. Haw-
ever, he is responsible to his own conscience
and to his constituents.

Now, what are the conditions surrounding
the sheil contracts? At first no one could
be induced to touch them. The 'horde of
seif-seekers, wlho'after.wards came to the
front, would not for love or money corne out
and help on the cause at the beginning.
Barikers interfered who subsequently kept
pestering Gencral Bertram and the Shel
Committee in order ta boister up littie
side-shows here and there ail through thie
country who wanted contracte for 'shelîs.
Praminent business mnen who had capital
invested in factaries and the machincry al
ready could not be induced for love or
money to go inta the manufacture of shels
and similar commodities at the beginning
af the war. Thcy werc ail poverty-stricken,
nervous, and afraid ta step in and help
the Empire, though they would not take
any risk in doing so. There was want of
confidence an the part of capital; there was
uncertainty as ta the duration of the war;'
'there was lack of praper equipment; there
was a necessity for procuring the raw ma-
terial; there was an absence af skillcd
labour; there were hard times; there were
nervous people who suffered from lack af
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confidence; and there was a great need ta
remave all these depressing influences that
were abroad throughout the cauntry. But
there were nien who were nat afraid. A
few stcpped into the breach; the manufac-
ture of shelîs was begun; the money comn-
rnenced ta circulate; and it was found that
'Canadians could rise ta the situation and
play their part as well as the inihablitants
of any other cauntry in the upbuilding ai
the Empire and the dcvelapmcnt and pro-
tection ai human liberty.

The next step was when confidence was
regained. Every anc wanted ta getfinta the
game. People talked in millions instead o!
thousands, and there were agents and pro-
maters evcrywhere. That matter, however,
has been tauchcd upan by me in this
Hause already dur-ing the present session.
and I will not repeat what I said before.

As I undmstand the statements of the
hion. member for Richmond (Mr. Kyte) and
those of the hon. member for Carleton (Mr.
Carvell)-I trust that if I refer more to
the hon. member for Richmond than ta the
han. member for Carleton, the latter wilI
not feel siighted-they are that a cantract
was made for time fuses with people who,
had no intention ai producing fuses and
who will neyer produce them; that $l,500,-
000 was paid ta promate rs wha divided thüt
sum amongst themselves; and that Great
Brita-in will lase that moncy. The fact is-
the details will follow later on- that the
two campanies wîth whom thc contracts
were made are now emplaying between them
neairly 8,000 men, and that they have in-
vested in plant, machinery, and materials
fully $6,000,000. While thcy have undoubt-
edly met with great difficulties in the pro-
duction ai fuses, they have, with the ex-
ception af one other company, donc botter
in that work than any other company an
the continent ai North America. Sa much
so is that the case that the British Gov-
ernmcnt, through'Morgan and Campany of
New York, have recently given anc ai those
firms a ncw cantract far 4,000,000 additional
time luses and the other an order for 1,-
000,000 time fuses. Every dollar ai the
maney advanced was protccted by the guar-
antee ai the strongest trust cornpany an
the continent of North America, namely,
the Guaranty Trust Company ai North Am-
erica, aidd incidentally, I may say, by the
fortunes of thé"men behind those companies.
When I state that the American Tabacco
Company, the members ai which. are worth
upwardsai of00,000,000 on their owni per-
sonal accournts, wcre behind anc concern,


