COMMONS DEBATES

March 7, 1873

might make it in another, and he did not think the hon. gentlemen
opposite were consistent in this respect. Mr. Bertram might have
suffered a wrong, but they were not the tribunals to decide the
matter. A proper tribunal had been established and it was their duty
to refer the matter to that tribunal. The hon. gentleman opposite had
complained that the people of Peterborough West would not be
properly represented.

He (Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald) called the attention of the
House to the time when the late Mr. Sandfield Macdonald moved in
the Ontario Legislature the adjournment of the House for a few
weeks until the representatives were elected for a number of
constituencies then unrepresented. The hon. gentleman at that time
opposed the motion, and, taking a vote before the election of those
representatives, succeeded in defeating the Government. This was
not in accordance with his present argument. He held they were not
bound to act upon the precedents of the old Parliament. The reason
they followed the precedents of England was because the law was
the same here as there.

The hon. gentleman referred to the action of the Nova Scotia
Government to show that the Government in these particulars were
acting constitutionally, and he also read a long article by Mr. Todd
in support of the same. The course the House should pursue was to
reject the motion and refer the matter to a committee for decision,
and he was satisfied the Committee would arrive at a right and just
conclusion.

The reason that he had moved an amendment was not to oust the
House of its jurisdiction because it had no jurisdiction, but that the
opinion of the legal committee might be got; the House could deal
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