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MR . CLARK COMMENTS ON THE SITUATION IN HAIT I

"Canada deeply regrets the decision of t .he Hâit.ian
GoveLnment. t.o declare a st.at.e of siege in Hâit.i, part.icularly
since this decision of the Hâit.ian Government could call into
question the holding of the general elections scheduled for
later this year . "

This was the reaction today of the Secretary of St .at.e
for External Affairs, the Right. Honourable Joe Clark, to the
ariest .s of a large number of Hâit.ian political figures following
the announcement. on Saturday of the stat.e of siege .

"This action could amount. to a significant setback for
the process of encouraging, as quickly as possible, the
development. of t.ruly democratic institutions - a process for
which the Hâit .ian Government. has repeatedly declared t.heir
commit.ment.", stated Mr . Clark .

Mr . Clark was also very concerned by reports
indicating t.hat. some of the individuals arrested by the Hâit.ian

author it.ies had been malt.reat.ed . The Minist.er has asked the
Canadian ambassadoi in Port-au-Prince to invest.igat_e the mat.t.er
fully and to emphasize to the Hâit.ian aut.horit.ies Canada's

expect.at.ions t.hat. democrat.ic right.s be respected . He found
particularly deplorable the suspension of constit .ut.ional

provisions prot.ect.ing Hâit.ian citizens against. arrest. and

depor t.at. ion .

Canada has already suspended all consultations with
Hâit.i on government.-t.o-government. assistance following a series
of tragic incidents which took place in September 1988 . Since

then, all Canadian aid t.o Hâit.i has been channelled through

rion-goverriment.al and mult.ilat.eral organizations .
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