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not make necessarily for peace, as any honest married
man or woman in this audience will testify, it does
impose on those who are together a special necessity
‘and a special responsibility for staying together, with
a minimum of friction and a maximum of understanding
~and, good will, S _ - : -

Well, are we staying together? You might be
pardoned for some pessimism if you read or listen to
certain shrill and noisy persons on both sides of the
ocean., Their irritable and sometimes violent words,
however, should not, I suggest, be mistaken for the ‘
voice of the people. There 1is no reason to believe that
we are not as one in our determination to work closely
together to preserve the peace against aggression and for
other good purposes. Nevertheless, there are, in this
difficult and trying period of political trench warfare
many stresses and strains on the great free world coali%ion,
of which the English speaking countries form the core.

. It is, of course, inevitable that we should have
our differences and that we should express them,  Such
right of expression is the price we pay for freedom., But
we are foolish and worse when, by rash, ill-tempered or
irresponsible utterances, we make that price any higher
than it need be. When we do so, we give comfort only to

" those whose aggressive and subversive policies threaten us
and who fear our free world unity even more than they fear
our strength.

‘ ‘ One danger to our close co-operation is the -
tendency here and there in English speaking non-American
countries to express, occasionally in irritating terms,
anxiety at the power which the United States has acquired
and criticism of the way that power is being used. This
has gone so far in certain quarters as to evoke a feeling
of nostalgia over the good old days when the United States
was isolationist and the British could always send a
cruiser,

. It is customary these days, and very wise, to
plead, for patience in the face of the difficulties that
stem from the Cold War, for a minimum of provocation and
a maximum of steadiness and understanding. I suggest that
one way of strengthening English speaking unity is for the
rest of us to show some of that patience - and understanding -
of American leadership and American policy., We shoudd also
not hesitate to speak out in public recognition of the
generosity, the constructive energy and imagination of the
American people as they carry the Atlantean burden of world
leadership and power; something which they never sought but
which they are bearing in a way which may already have
meant our salvation from those aggressive, expansionist
forces eager to destroy our freedom and erase our future,

We Canadians claim the special privilege, as a
close neighbour and a candid friend, of grousing about our
big, our overwhelming partner, and of complaining at some
of the less attractive manifestations of her way of 1life,
It makes our own junior status seem relatively superior and
helps us forget some of our own problems and mistakes. But
we Canadians also know, from our own experiences and from
our relationship with the United States, which 1is closer
than that of any other country, that the sound and fury of
contemporary clamour, while it may at times mar and even
conceal, cannot destroy the noble qualities and the deep
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