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An important Canadian contribution is to
encourage peaceful and meaningful debate,
both in Canada and abroad. In Canada, the
multicultural framework could be expanded
to encompass inter-faith dialogues. In addition,
as Canada expands its dialogue with Muslim
communities across the world, further
collaboration with diaspora communities in
Canada could be useful in creating links and
potentially strengthening civil society in
Muslim countries. This could also be used

as a means of promoting Canada’s interests
through “public diplomacy.”

Building Greater Cross-Cultural
Understanding at Home and Abroad

To combat a lack of knowledge about Islam,
Canada’s education projects at home could
focus on rectifying misconceptions about
Islam, and should recognize the existence
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of debates within Islam. Policy makers must
also devote greater attention to religion and

its impact on international relations. Hence,
understanding religion should be equally as
important in foreign policy as knowledge of
the economics, politics, geography, and natural
resources of a region. As well, Canada could
play an important role in supporting education
in Muslim communities, including the
education of Muslim women of their rights
within Islam and how rights can be used as
tools of empowerment. Canadian educational
institutions could play a useful role by
continuing to support educational and cultural
exchanges. As well, it could be in Canada’s
interest to support the work of moderate
Muslims abroad in their efforts to bring
about change from within.
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