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2.1. CMAG

it is essential for CMAG to lead the way in raising the awareness of the Commonwealth
and the International Community on the situation in Nigeria and in taking a determined
stance. In its approach, CMAG lias to propose ta CHOGM clearly establish criteia ta
measure progreas in the leading to the elections and in the follow-up. CMAG is an
opportun ity for Canada and other conoemned countries to let the International
Community know that the situation in Nigeria needs to be widely addressed and acted
upon. However, the same political reafities apply to CMAG and it is feared that the
Body will take a more nuanced approach and will present a compromise, less
meaningful position. Although CMAG is central ta our influence over the
Commonwealth, it should flot preclude Canada from promoting its own national policy.

However, Canada has to be careful in posltîoning its policy in order to maintain its good
relationship with CMAG members. Participants hoped that Canada would be able ta
promote its views within CMAG. An alternative scenarlo needs to be prepared if the
position taken by the latter is flot in Uine with what Canada would have hoped.
Therefore, before going ta CMAG, Canada needs ta clearly establish its own set of
criteria that will measure progress in Nigeria, such as release of the political prisoners,
democratic elactoral process, and freedom of the press.
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