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Speaking Notes:

Religious intolerance, and the rcligious persecution which it spawns, are increasingly recognised
as significant obstacles to the maintenance of human security - to the establishment of a just and
peaceable society.

In October 1998, Minister Axworthy announced, at the 5&" Anniversary of the Universai
Declaration of Hwnan Rights Conférence held in Edmonton, Alberta, that religious intolerance
had been adopted as a priouity thematic concemn. DFAIT/NGO consultations held March e" and
5 t 1999 provided a first opportunity for NOOs to explore this themnatic area with officiais of
Foreign Affairs. Today we will take that consultation another step forward.

The persecution of the Bahà'i minority in Iran, is a clear example of the recrudescence of statesponsored religious persecutio-n. Bahà'is in Iran share the urne language, ethicity and culture asýL '- - ..


