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B.C. CENTENNIAL STAMP

Thirty million 7-cent stamps commemorating the
hundredth anniversary of British Columbia's entry
into Confederation were issued by the Canada Post
Office on july 20.

The design for the 40-mm-by-24-mm commemo-
rative was created by E.R.C. Bethune of Vancouver,
who had been inspired, he said, by memories of boy-
hood days and parades in which bicycles were decor-
ated by strips of coloured paper. His work represents
an abstraction of British Columbia joining the new
nation of Canada.

HISTORY 0F B.C.
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Vancouver Island, with Victoria as its capital, be-
came the first Crown colony to be established in
British territory west of the Great Lakes. In 1858
the mainland territory was proclaimed the Crown
Colony of British Columbia with New Westminster as
its capital.

GOLD RUSH

That sanie year gold discoveries brought prospectors
to the Fraser River and thence to the great Cariboo
Gold Rush of 1860. In 1862, the gold-seekers were
aided in their quest by the construction of the famous
Cariboo Road. Buit by a force of Royal Engineers at
a cost of over $1 million, the road provided easier
access to the gold-fields of the northern interior. In
1866, one year after the road was completed, the
Crown colonies of Vancouver Island and British
Columbia were united. In 1869, the capital of the
united colony was moved from New Westminster to
Victoria, which remains the provincial capital to
this day.

Union with Canada in 1871 came with the promise
of a transcontinental railway to be built to the Pa-
cific Coast. In 1881 the Canadian Pacific Railway
was incorporated and, in 1885, the long line to the
coast was complete. With the construction of the
railway and the discovery of important minerai de-
posits the province's economy realized a much-
needed boost in industrial development.

B.C. TODAY

Today, British Columbia's principal industries are
fishing, forestry, mining and manufacturing. Ranking
second among the provinces in value of fish landed,
B. C. is also a large producer of metals and forest
products. In addition to its wealth of natural re-
sources the land supports flourishing fruit and dairy
farniing in the southemn regions of the province and
beef-cattie raising ini the northemn interior, where
some of the largest ranches in the country are found.

British Columbia ranks third in size among
Canada's ten provinces, with a total area of 366,255
square miles. 0f this, inland waters occupy 6,976
square miles. and over 73 per cent of the land area

61.5 per cent of the full-time
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