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)Yal at Mr. jean Chrétien, Minister of Indian Affairs and
Nova Nortiiera Development, has annomiced that mnieral

exploration rights on 54 prospecting permit areas,
efence, covering 8.7 million acres in the. Northwest Terri-
by five tories, have been grated this year l'y his Departmen1t
May 24 under the. authoxity of the. Can~ada Mining Regulations.

The permits wilch are issued aninually are effective
3. Am- April 1 and are valid for three years.

Chief The. permits granted this year, together with a
senior large number granted ini 1969, reflect a new interest

hy pining and oil companies ini a search for ininerals
Depart- in the. Melville Peninsula and the. central Keewatin
:he D>e- region of the Northwest Territories and the. Azrctic
lefence islands. In particular, the companies are searcIhin
[d Mon- for base metals and uranium.

Prospecting permits are granted to encourage
large-s cale and well-planned reconnaissance ex-
ploration of remote area on a basis of guarantee4

GES work performance.
in heMining and oil companies to whom the. pêrinits

apad have been granted will spen4 a minimum of $870,000>
~ ~.nd in firat year explorations.

1 badge Mr. Chrétien said h. was confident that explora-

ýept tio activity in 1970 oi4d lead to muajor develop-
by the monts in these ameas, New adansi transportato

bYs the technology, he said, woulcI sooni make the minera
L~s ii. wealth of Canada's Arctiç more accessible to worl
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