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excellent opportunities. The bill which regulates
concessions of public services to the private
sector lias been approved, allowing their
participation i ahi public services which do flot
have constitutional impediments, including the
generation, transmission and distribution of
electric energy,
The goverfiment plans to seli 35 hydroelectric
and 9 thermoelectic plants by 1999. The plants
are capable of producing 23,700 megawatts.
Total investment is estimated at R$22 billion.
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companies are exploring mines i several areas
of the country. Canadian companies are and
have been some of the first to invest, with gold
mining attracting companies sucli as TVX Gold,
Barrick Gold (has been installed in Brazil since
Dec 95), Echo Bay and Placer Dome. It is
expected that overaîl foreign investment will
total US$ 1 billion by the end of 1996.
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