
MushrOOMS
India, with cheap manual labour and abundant agro-wastes, has immense potential tocompetitively produce large quantities of mushrooms for the international market. Mushroomsare a low-volume, high-value commodity (especially some of the more exotic varieties, such asoyster, shuitake and black ear), and as such fit well into govemment programs for promotingexports of agro-based products. Opportunities exist ini exporting various types of canned orpreserved mushrooms to foreign markets.

Pot oioes
Opportunities exist for processed potato products; such as french frics, potato chips, etc., bothin the domestic urban Indian market and for exports. In 1994 the cost of potato production inthe Punjab was much lower than the export price, indicating a potential for exports. It isestimated that the installed capacity for processing potatoes is less than 1 % of the annual harvest.The production chain (from cultivation and harvesting to storage) for potatoes is stili quiteprimitive, resulting in under-potential of the crop and in a high percentage of spoilage. Withhigh potato-user multinationals, such as McDonalds, poised to enter the Indian marketplace, theUrne is ripe for potato processing plants and the modernization of the sector, includine


