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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

EcopetrOl and the operating companies have designed a plan for environmental
contrai that wilI permit the realization of their technical operations without affecting
the environment. Tbis environmental protection programn is currently supervised
by the Ministry of Health and eventually by the Ministry of the Environment once
its formation obtains congressional approval next year.

In the Casanare area 11 wells have been closed since April i 5th, 1993 by the
regional health authorities who said that the companies were causing severe
ecological andi environmental dlamage ta the area, mostly contamlnating area water
supplies.


