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CHAPTER IV
Technical Services

Article 50
Patent Information Services

(1) The International Bureau may furnish services by providing
technical and any other pertinent information available to it on the
basis of published documents, primarily patents and published appli-
cations (referred to in this Article as "the information services").

(2) The International Bureau may provide these information ser-
vices either directly or through one or more International Searching
Authorities or other national or international specialized institutions,
with which the International Bureau may reach agreement.

(3) The information services shaîl be operated in a way particu-
larly facilitating the acquisition by Contracting States which are devel-
oping countries of technical knowledge and technology, including
available published know-how.

(4) The information services shaîl be available to Governments of
Contracting States and their nationals and residents. The Assembly
may decide to make these services available also to others.

(5)(a) Any service to Governments of Contracting States shall be
furnished at cost, provided that, when the Government is that of a
Contracting State which is a developing country, the service shall be
fumnisbed below cost if the difference can be covered from profit
made on services furnished to others than Governments of Contract-
ing States or from the sources referred to in Article 51(4).

(b) The cost referred to in subparagraph (a) is to be understood
as cost over and above costs normally incident to the performance of
the services of a national Office or the obligations of an International
Searching Authority.

(6) The details concerning the implementation of the provisions of
this Article shail be governed by decisions of the Assembly and,
within the limits to be fixed by the Assembly, such working groups as
the Assembly may set up for that purpose.


