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Chapter III

MEMBERS

Article 4

Ail American States that ratify the present Charter are Members of
the Organization.

Article 5

Any new political entity that arises fron the union of several Member

States and that, as such, ratifies the present Charter, shall become a
Member of the Organzation. The entry of the new political entity into

the Organitation shall resuit in the loss of membership of each one of
the States whîch constitute it.

Article 6

Any other independent American State that deaires te become a Meinber
of the Organization should s0 indicate by means of a note addressed te

the Secretary General, in which it declares that it is villing te sign
and ratify the Charter of the Organization and te accept ail the

obligations inherent in membership, especially those relating to

collective security expressly set forth in Articles 27 and 28 cf the
Charter.

Article 7

The General Assembly, upon the recommandation cf the Permanent

Council of the Organization, shall determine vhether it is appropriate

that the Secretary General be authorized ta permit the applicant State to

sign the Charter and to accept the deposit of the corresponding

instrument cf ratification. Both the recosmeandation cf the Permanent
Ceuncil and the decision cf the General Asseisbly shall require the

affirmative vote cf tvo thirds cf the Member States.

Article 8

Meoebership in the Organization shall be confined te independent

States cf the Remiaphers that vers members cf the United Nations as cf

December 10, 1985, and the nonautononous territories mentioned in

document OEA/Ser. P, AG/doc.1939185, cf November 5, 1985, when they
becoise independent.

Chapter IV

FUNDAIENTAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES

Article 9

States are juridically equal, enjoy equal rights and equal capacity

te exercise these rights, and have equal duties. The rights cf esch

State depend net upon its paver to ensurs the exorcise thereof, but upon

the mers fact cf its existence as a person under international lav.


