
U nited Nations Retorm

C anadians see the United
d Nations as a visïonary global
r eniterprise. These three words

VISIOn, global, enterprise
it symbolize the UN, under-

ig une its importance, and
l explain the nee for attention

and reform.
First and foremost the United

CI Nations was based on a
Vision. It was crete over

as 40 Years ago to save suc-
le Ceeding generations f rom the

1_ SCOIrge of war, to reaffirm
ci- faith in human dignity, to
, Practise tolerance, and to
ve Promote the economic and

social advancement of ail
PEOopes. The UN's founders
wVanted to build a better world
at peace with itseif. Although
thy rele that their goal
was ambitious, they also
knew that it was essential if
the world was to become a
better and more secure place.

mdThe years since then have
,Y wlitnessed a vast increase in

the UN's concernis, activities
ii- and membership. Through
g it ail, Ilowever, the United
ies Naionsha remnained the glo-

,i bal amphitheatre for consider-
iel- Ing and discussing the ideas,
il- belief5 proposais and poil-
a- cies Promnoted by ils various
les mes. Since the 1960s,

e Memrberip has grown f rom
Id. 45 to 159; today, virtually

bed every country belongs to the
Nit Organization. The UN system

has yet to recover fully from
this rapid expansion in mem-
befship and must learn to
flJfctlOn with the cohesion
andf s8fl5e of purpose

reurdt meet the goals

ai 0f is Charter.

The United Nations, as an
enterprise, lias flot alwaYS
been successful in transiating
ils vision mbt rely Unforbu-
natl one somjetimes finds
gaps, confusion, overlaps,
and lack of commori purpose
and direction. In addition, the
UN lias taken a long time to
ril that merely throwîrlg
money at a problemi will not
resolve It. Understanding
political, economic, and social
phenomefla and learnirlg to
influence them constril
is a tasking enterpriSe.

Why is reform necessary?
Because, from time to tirne,
the vision has to be rekin-
dled, the world comMullity
reunited, and the enterprise
reactivated. In ils 40 years of
existence, the UN has suc-
cessfully met numerous Chal-
lenges, but none, apparenil
as dee and potentally as
divisive as the current finan-
cial and confidence crisis.

At first, the crisis provoked
shock, dismay, and discour-
agement. UN supporters,
however, quickly ral bo itS
deferice. The word reform
began t0 echo in the corridors
of UN headqtlarters in New
York City and gradually
around the world. At the 4Obh
General Assembly in 1985,
resolutiolis were drile by
Canada, Japan, Austria, and
the group) 0f non-aligned
counitries, the G-77. The
reformf movement gained
momnefltum and 18 experts
were appointed to draft a
report and launch the reformn
process.

Over the past bwo and a half
vears, Canada has devoted

v First, to resolve the finan-
cial crisis, ýemphasis has
been placed on restraint and
on improviflg budgetary and
financial practices. Canada
has devised a full set of bud-
getary systems and proce-
dures that promise the UN
greater financial stability and-
monetary effectiveness.

a Second, the process of set-
ting priorities and niaking
decisions has also been
reviewed. the conditions are
now set for the 34 members
of the Committe for Pro-
gramme and Co-ordination
(CPC) to address these prob-
lems. Canada is working
cll with other members
of the CPC to strenigthen and
re-invigorate the UN.

, Third, the Special Commis-
sion of the UN EconOmic and
Social Council (ECOSOC) is
workirlg to simplify and
rationalize the structure of
the UN in the economic and
social fields. Canada was
âmonci the first to suggest I Canadian Prime

Mulroney: a strong
supporter of UN
reform.

expenditures, to improve pro-gramns and to set new and
effective directions. In this
area boo, Canada participates
actively in the committees
and commissions responsible
for bringing about reform and
impirovement.
In al, progress has been
miade. And what has made it
possible is the widespread
realization that the vision, the
global community, and the
enterprise are worbh fighting
for. WiII reform succeed and
the United Nations emerge
even stronger? Canada is
betting lb will.


