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Should Mother's Get State Aid ?
J. W. MACMILLAN.

It is extremnely probable that during the comning session
the legisiature of Ontario will enact a Mother's Allowance
Bill. British Columia and Nova Scotia are nlot unlikely
to do the same. Already the three prairie provinces have
such laws, Manitoba having led the way in 1816.

Like most of the social legislation ln Canada it camne
froin the United States. Since 1912, when the first law of
this nature was passed kn Colorado, it has spread over theentire republic, and even to Alaska. Thirty-nine states
tiow have such laws. And of the nine who do nlot have
them, five have been consldering thern. All of the states
which have flot such laws are in the south except Rihode
Island.

It Is worth wvhlle'to itemize the divergencies of the laws'
ln existence. No dloubt, after a perioti of experi men ta-
tion, these varlous Iaws will tend to becomne standardized,
perhaps in one forin, perhaps kn several forms. Ia the
meantime they show an amount of variation which may
weil puzzle the law inakers of the provinces kn Canada
who turn to thein for advice and information. 1 shah, set
down the broad differences which a comparison between
these forty-odd statues display.

I-Who are eligible for the allowances?
1. 'Any mnother with a dependant chlld.
2. Widows only.
3. Widows and wives of prisoners, the insane and the

physicaliy incapacltated.
4. In addition, deserted wives. The period of dePsertion

requlred ta qualify varies from three moath% to a year.
5. In addition, divorced wives.
6. in addition, unniarrieti iothers.
7. In' addition, expectant inothers.
fl-Conditions on whloh ,,M t i,
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Each of these three provinces levy on the municipal'ities
for.the amnounts expended. In Alberta the cost la equally
divided between the government and the municlpality. Iathe other provinces the proportion is fixed at the wll of
the goveramnent.

In Saskatchewan and Alberta the administration is vested -ln the Superintendent of Dependent and Neglected Child-
ren. La Manitoba a speclal Commission bas been created,
and under it are commîttees la the municipalities where
the dependent mothers reside.

Lt is ýa curlous thing that the Canadian laws shoulti
retitia supervlsory power for the provincial governinent.
l'erhaps we maqy flatter ourselves that the superlor purity
of our national poltlcs inakes this supervision a safe
thing. But undoubtedly, in aay country where party politics
are not of a stainless character, this right of appeal to thepoliticlan is a dangerous thlng. Anyone who has known
anythlng of the workings of a charity departinent ln a
clty knows how swiftly the predaclous pauper gets after
the alderman. Among the needy and deserving women wlth
Young eildren la their care Wlll be border-line cases
hard to determine, and cases where inffrmity of character
is suspected, an4 cases where the load of su'pporting the
clldbren, xnight most properly be borne by relatives at onceý
ricli and mean. These are the sort of People who tamn more
readuly to someone whom they think has a pull than to
someone who le keen to play fair by the law. Surely we
know this much about the proper administration of social
laws, that they should be pis.ced la competent hands anti
that those hands should be trusted with power.

Another curions difference between the situation in
Canada aad the United States le the suPerior generosity
of the amounts pald in Canada, The average sume gieen
ta a mother ln Manitoba last May we.s $61 te those demi-
clled la citles, and $49.16 to those living in the country.
Nowhere la the United States are tllese amounts equalled.
In fact, the genemal crltlclsmn le made that the sures dis-
pensed ln the United States are too l0w. The inner plean.
ing of such a ls.w is that the mother le hlred by the state
to rear her children. They have become wards of organ-
lzed soclety by reason of the 1-3s of their natural provider.
Lt is felt that the mother es.nnot be at once provider and
train. The worries and woes of widows have proveti that
th-1iiVh -. r,- -- -1, th- Min 1teý~ ,f +1,-


