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the bonne entente between the people of different races
ind creeds and it may have been to give a practical dernc-
stration of this noble sentiment that the French delegate
of a Qubec City has been offered to speak in the name of
the municipalîties of the East.

I boast o! being 'of the most genuine F'rench-Canadian
descent. My father was a shoema4er and my grandfather
a water-carrier, two trades that have been considered
almost as national. This is'the reason why I have
been on the water-w aggon long before there was any ques-
tion of prohibition in British Columabia; mny first joy-rides
were gained In selling waterý at the "six sous la tonne"' or
five cents the barrel.

These happy, but somnewbat slow, rides I enjoyed some
thirty-two years ago in the streets Of the same City of
whicb I now happen'to be the chief magistrats, This fact
may be clted as a peculiar instance of the accuracy of the
old sayîng: -'Slow but sure."

My grandfather has disappeared; so has bis trade of
peddling water by the, barrel. But is grandson, being a
true French -Canadlan. is a traditionalist, and he is st1iF
selling water to bis !ellow-citizefls as beadl of one of the
finest municipal water-works plant o! the country. As I
wanted te be consistent with my farnily mission, 1 had to
!ind a position in which I could have somnething to say in
the quenching of the public thirst My fellow-citizens found
my moqtive sO imperative that they twlee elected me by ac-
clamation, mnayor, in which capacity, a-s 1 have said be-
fore, ha ivixng the supreme authorlty over the water-works
department I can conýider myself as the great municipal
cup-bearer.

I arn thus !ulfilllng my mission; I have proven a good
traditionalist. I say good, because te 11w mind there Is a
great difference between a good traltionalist and a sim-
ple one.

A good traditluzialist is a man that bas kept from the
past, only what lias been found consistent With modern
thought; the simple traditiouallst will, in bis blind love
Of past uses, oompletely set aside the findings 0f new spec-
ulation.

The good traditionalist la, in fact, the progressive; the
simple traditionalist la nothlng but the reactiona.~ if
my grandfatbhjr bad not been a tiaditionalist of the right
kind lie would have left the town swearlng that the mod-
ern pumplug systema were deslgned only to take froni the
rnoutb of the poor water-carrier bis daily bread. Hle
would bave receded before progress and gone back toward
the wilderness where the diabolical steam pumups would
not.bave disturbed hlm lu bis primitive work, conslsting in
the perpetual fllling of bis; tub-cart at the river and monaI-
Onus carting o! it to the vat standing on tbe bac< Porcb of
his Custorner's bouse. And bis graridsofl wOuld not have
hppn hprp. tnijmh feil~ vn Rhnuit the natinnýi-----

aise a very restricted number of Protestant and English-
speaklng, citizens; the same religîous and lingual cleavages
exist, but on, a much vaster proportion and in opposite
direction ln our country.

tfow have we succeeded in solving the problems in which
those conflicting interedss were concerned? We succeeded
in solving themn to the satisfaction of the great majority
of the French Catholie population and of the English Pro-
testant minority by adhering te the golden rule:. Do unto
others as you wouid be done unto you. We remembered
that our neighbour has a right, as we have in this free
country, to his own opinions on religlous matters as long
as these opinions were not a re2triction to our own liberty.
We remembered that everybody had a righi to speak hie
mother tongue as we ourselves, and that there was no law
te prevent anybody from receiving a piece of bread, even
if he could not ask for it In French. We also remembered
that he who wants to be understood, by both English and
French-speaking Can&diansý had only to learn both lan-
guages as there was and there should be no law in a free
country to force a man to speak a particular language if lie
does net want to. If aW man is satisfied that he has enougli
of the English language that is his business; if a man
thinks that he needs nothing but the French- language in
Quebec that is aise bis business. For my part I amn con-
vînced that' the English language is a necesslty on thîs
continent on whicb there-are more than one hundred mil-
lions of Engllsh-speakîng people, but that la a matter o!
individual opinion and It does not necessarily follow that
I would be rlght lu blamlng any one of those one hundred
million English people for not going Into the trouble of
learing the French language if his personal calling is
not to put bih' Some day in close contact wltli the three
million French-speaking population of this continent or If
he has no llterary taste. Both languages are official, but
the speaking of elther the one or the other is net compul-
sory and'in our City we do not quarrel wlth those that
have not the opportunity, even the wlsb o! baving recelved
a bi-lingual education. We leave these petty quarrels to,
those wbo find in tbem persoxnal advantages rather than
public interest, satisfaction of their individual pride rather
than national glory, food for their stomach rather thani for
their brffins.

We, the Freflch-Canadians and Catliolics, a minority in
thîs country have always asked to ek treated as rega.rds
our civil or political rights on the sanie level wltli the
Engllsh and the Protestants. We do not want te suffer
any "capitis diminutio" or restriction of prerogatives be-
cause of our religious bellefs or o! our different la.nguage.
But, sirs, in St. 1-yacintbe, the city of true Frenchi mental-
ity, we do not confine ourselves in asking the other te be
governied by those principles wben tbey have te desi witli
us, but we have theni enshrlned in our bearts and at every
page of our municipa.l history for these last thirty years
are related events that show that we have ourselves ai-
ways been cheerfuliy gulded by theni, This Frenchi city lias
always been aniniated by the sentiment in the mflnds of
the leaders of public opinion. This sentiment is nobler
than one of tolerance; it is good-wll towards those that
do not belleve and do not speak as we do.

Tolerance is a riglit idea, but it la as dry as the season
that approves o! it; good-wifl is1 a sentiment proceedlng
the heart and warm enougli to generate that syrflpatliy we
need s0 ýbadly in new countries where neonflA of cliff .... f
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