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Life History of Pacifie Coast Halibut
By William F. Thompson.

The Provincial 1Fjsher'es Departmnent of British Col- table to indicate, lias been corroborated in the followingtm1ia has for a nruber of years devoted eonsiderable ways:attention to the iivsiainof the 11f e history of a number "(a) Tables which have been compiled fromn over twoof the chief £ishes of the Pacifie. Already important con- thousaud specimeus show the longest male which was ex-tributons to the life history of the saluions of the Pacifie amiued to have been 47 luches in body length and the nexthave beew made by experts retained by that departruent. longest 46, while thie two Iongest feiales were 69 and 65The fofllwiiag preliminary notes u~pon certain phases luches respectively.0f the lie historypof the halibut by Wili F. Thompsou, of "(b) The graphie curves constructed for each catchStford Uiveriy hav beep furnished by the Provincial show the male curve Leasing in a normal way betweenDepartmient: lengths of 40 and 44, but that of the females ceases at about"The importanc of t~he hlibut as a food fish and the 60 luches,immnen dagertha te suIpply may becouie serioiasly "(c) The average iength of the males lu any catch isdimnisedif no ehauste o both our coasts, has aroused constautly iess than that of the femiales, as instanced in onespeia inerst n tspr4ert abuia4ce ad distribution catch of 150 specimens taken near Hluxley Island, Queenandinallth fatsof its 11fr hitory. Fishermien and Charlotte group:elrar wre that the best knwn hialibuit banks are Ntuuber of Averagebecmin seiosl depleted by ovr-fishig. Yheir catches Sex- $pecimeus Lengthar e ch se so b ou htfr m or dstntba ks a dha als.k.................t....Ma......7... .34......'1ns..ishasbec me lar ingy e ie t ta he supply is i ited Females .... _......... ........ ..... 79 38.3 iandis apilydeceasng.Itis byon4 question that if this
,j.imortntsouceof oo i no t bclagel lst o he This differece isno stty the aineas that of thepublc sme rotetio mut b extnde tothespecies in age ileugths, for the lower Iii-nit of size in this case is deter-thenea fuure Toeffct hisratonaly ndwithou uan- nmied by the size of hocok iised, whereby a larger perceutage

due~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~0 ditrac oteidsr opeekoldeo h ftesalrfmlsi atrdt fthe smalker maies.lf itry ofth halu ut b band Tias nidnalte ees wat i usuly consid-

suggetedbere that a size limit of 42 luches (body length)
wudallow the escape of a large numnber of mature femalesdistibutonperid o frity, thae dvlpret and alwith the loss of but few males.

2.Tefact that onae or the other of the sexces may

tha i sem aviabe o lae er onreor crtinoftaeninseueceas bouh overthe si f the vessloff

thefats ec ntl aceraiedpedin a mor dt e d w re- Y k tt lak ,J n 8 11 ,s o e 8 e ae n


