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Thoughts from a Graduate
in atteuipti>ig to grant thîe rcqiîest tliat i

s-l>illi sav soiethiîîg ho tule Unîiversity stîîdlents

froiî a graiiate's poinlt of1 vie\% ,I ahli ax\ are iliat

1 have îîîdeed a large uîiidertLkiing.

'flic message of a graduate is olte» ratier dis-

eotîragiîîg. Lt seelîs to be t1u faslîio> to lbc ex iii-

cal as to voiitlift>1 hioues andi ilals, atid bo be

asiialied o f any v eaknless inî tIiis di recti oh>, thlîoîglî

1 iiiii5t aditit t1lat I il1\ sel f kili 1lIibe tri stet jllst

xx lî it is a particlîlarly prîoiisiîîg sigîl for eiblîer

a col lige stutielt or a eoi lege gradua te to say

iiiîply tlîat tlîey have no ,i>)(spcial iîîberests, anid

110 î)laiis for thte future.

But it, is to atiother class of studeîîts bliat 1

wisi to speak, to tlîose w hio lîave, it scenîs to

11e, to stanid more tlîaî a fait slîare of uîîtavor-

able aîid ofteîî ankindly criticisiiî.

1 inicaît those students wvho leave coliege xvitiî

Iiigli conîcept ions anti lofty ideals, aîd w'lo arc

lilled xvitl the euîthîlsiastie auîd earîîesh desire to

give iiese conlcepitons anid ideais actîîal foriîî.

Tlicy are uiîdoubltcdlyý tlîose for wlîoxî college iife

lias donce nîost, and yct tlîey are olteîî looked

ii>oii as visionaries for wxlîoi the practicai world

lias no0 place.

Anti te experience of înany gradtiates xvouid

seeni to justify tUlis. So îîîanly have to tell of

disap1 îointed hiopes aîîd unattaiincd ideals, antt of

the disiihîsioning brouglit about by conîtact xvitIi

actual lufe. And miany dIo îlot Iliesitate to declare

thiat this disappointilicut is due to the fact tuai.

tlîe ideais 'iîiculcatcd by coilege bile are sucli as

are înevitably dooiicd to failure.

1 often wondercti if this were truc. Surely te

ideais witiî wilîi xve start life 'slould serve to

strerigthien and encourage, îiot to sap aîîd unider-

muine wil and( resolutioli. If titis is the case,

tiiere ilnust be soinetluilg radically wvroîîg with

our ideais.
XVheni 1 had reaciîcd thîis stage 1 clîanccd upon a

fcw reliuarks iii a mnoderniinovei xvlicli set 11ie

tliiiikiing, and furnislied solîîetlîiing like a dlue to

the labvrilith. True idea was tlîat tîtere are two

kiiîds of ideais :those that coilie to us lirst as

vague longings for the unattailiable, absoluteiy

unrealizable visions -these the writcr cornparedi

to stars. Thenl with experience 'of life, corne

idcais whicli represent the degrec of perfection we

inay attain, the highiest good xvlicli lies within

our reacli-these are the candies wlîich serve to

liglt us on our way.
And this conception sceis to mie to explain

soine of the difficulties iii the inatter un-der con-

s1(1C1ttioli (( olege -traxiîed voi tmg people start

oui1 ill lue, Soiiiti lles ii i deals tlîat, like tht
stars, are 1> ligi a 1n1 loîtv, but Iike tblni also, arc

ahsthîelviiittiii~>1e'alid( oftii vague.

art, 11111)-Oid ne(i w'itil expeiiîe aîid kiîoxvledge of
actl iaI e-oîdi tiolnS, a1lil flie Iir-st Slîoci, 'wlieî
the i.telr reliioteuless,, tIu îîîîpossîbil it -v of tîjese

ea iv ueais is realijed, tîlere is thle reeoî 1, lthe dis-

ai1)i)(ilitielt, '] lioss of hlope.
Buît a1s toule passes, and xxe coulle t>) sec ll<)W ail

hifu is relative, liom ail is (lou1e littie býy littie,
eveli tue siîîail iiiîeastire of good, of progress, of
sutcess, attaiîîable iii ttue Iiîiîîts oi urni iiatrr-o\\
lite, couleus 10 seli w<irtli w lile. TIIis (legree of
gotod l5 ou11iii b lilow hie Iuîîîcifiul l'ai>
guage of itle li i lior.

Anîd so as .\ears pass, anid wu see a certain
aLillullt of oîri- li [e ýoi k at teillîted i aild (lou>1e,

tiiotîIgli fair sîlort of mwlîat wu eoîild w îslî, yet witlî

the \\i s<(loili ga îîîed bv lite ai> d experielîce, w-e eaiu
look back to our youtlifull Ilopes anîd ideals, and
saN. vi tlîout itteriiess

\Vîa a51>irc( t>> be

Anîd xvas lîot, cou> forts iiîe.-

Tllie regular mîeetinîg of t11e VA..C.A. was
Iliel( lohI Tu esrlav, J an -21 tli, \v> t Ii t lie iiesideiît it
die chiai r. A iter tîe laîsi hîess liad been (lisiosed
oi tule lessoît for bile day Nvas l)reseiibed by Mýi>ss
R oss.

M~iss R oss' tli.>îglits w ire bauseti o1 the x\'ords,

lîere 1< ifre let Iiiîî xx'ho tii iketlî lie, staîîdetlî
bake lîceti lest lie lu,' i Cor. x. I 2. Sihe spoke
of tue cal-e v]ici xvas. iiecessary iii our- spiritual
life eveit wlîeîî xv attaii great spiritual strengtî,
heeause very oftexu it is tiieni tenîptation coules.
Tellljtatioll, lloe, et n5îot tq bc deprecated, be-
cause tlîrouglî it \ve are mnade couscious of out

owh îîeed andr thiat of otiiers, anii so seek God's

guidanîce. It also streîîgtlîens ont muoral nlatuîre.

As safeguards agg4înst tenîlîtation1, suec suggested.

prayer, scriptural readiîîg and wvork, andlt especiai-
IN- 'te lheliiet of salvabion andi tue sworti of tic
spi rit. ''

Our presideîît thien spoke to us on ''Frag-
mients,'' lasiuig lier reîîlarks on tue text, 'W'lien
1 brake the live loaves aiîoîîg live t]îousaîîd, lio\\
iîîànv baskets full of fragments took ye up? Tiîey
say unto 1-uiit, tweive.' Froin this shie brotîglît

out the thouglit that the disciples xvere ratiter

prodigal with sniall thligs, but Christ neyer
xvas. He xvas careful of everything, and as a re-
suit was able to lhelp nany vvho othcrxvise iglit
hiave Iacked. lmiitating Christ in this respect
-wc should care for our spiritual and physical life,
our opportunties and our tirne. Tlhere is flot

onle of us who does flot possess a srnall or, great
talent and were they ail consecrated to'God they
would acconiplish niuch for Himi.


