
TEACHING THE HABITS 0F NEATNESS AND ACCURACY

ail hie thinks, says and does. It has a
far-reaching influence on his life out-
side of sehool, and after leaving school.

To say that the very first task a child
is taught te do, should be tanght with
the finished produet neatly doue, is not
beyond practise. This theory of neat-
ness observed in every task, even the
caring for his baby toys, makes its im-
print on the chuld's future life. lis
childish tasks, if ueatly doue, will shine
through his later life work. However,
the child's life before sehool age is a
problem beyond the teacher, but I men-
tion it merely to emphasize the import-
ance of begiuning his training early.

Perhaps the most outstaniding charac-
teristies of any person, to an onlooker,
la their neatness of appearance. This
in a child can only be hoped to bc
gained by example, talks ou the subjeet,
and neyer failing to remark on1 im-
provement- In spcaking of example,
it is obvious that the ehild must always
have before him. an example of these
habits well fonxned i11 the teacher. If
on1 going into a class-room we sec a
teacher ucat and fastidious in hier per-
son, carefully cleaued and decorated
blackboards, order and cleanliness pre-
vailing everywhere, we may be sure
that teacher i8 teaching the habits of
iueatuess and accuracy in al hier sehool
work. So much for example. Cleanli-
ness and simplicity are the foundations
of neatuess in dress. The teacher
should acquaint herself with the child's
home surrouudings in order that she
may best help hlm. Iucideutally, under
this head may be brought lu many im-
portant matters on persoual hygiene,
such as cane and use of hair, eyes, nose,
Lips and teeth.

The fo]lowiug plan was adopted by a
very original mother. There were sev-
eral eildren lu the family. They wene
all iucliued to be slow and untidy lu the
monning. She tried several means to
stimulate thein to activity and iieatness.
Rewands failed. Those who hurried to
receive the rewand generally came with
teeth untouched, hain badly combed,
boots unbrushed, or left veny untidy
rooms. Instead of the usual rising bell,
with its commouplace "ding! dong!"

she struck forth a few notes of alarni.
Her ehildren were the fire brigade, this
was the alarm, and their sleeping
rooms were the fire hall. As they hur-
ried down stairs, they were iuspected
as a brigade, their sleeping rooms were
also inspected, marks of menit and re-
wards were given the brigade. 1 must
say just here, that class praise always
appeals more to me than individual
praise. We can readily understaud
why.

Neatness of work on the other hand
is wholly under the direction of the
teacher, and mainly the priinary
teacher. Children are prepared to un-
dergo a complete change when they
eniter sehool. They are very receptive
and easily led; therefore give them neat
examples of work to follow, and neat
methods of putting dowu work. 1. do
not think time is ever waste d in the
primary grades, ruling, making boxes,
feuces, yards, or whatever else we may
caîl our devices, iu order that the child
will produce a nicely written page.
Untidy work is entirely new to hlm,
therefore help him to remain foreign
to it. Give them the idea that only
neat work could be correct. Untidy
work can neyer be correct. Froni the
first the child must understand that
only its best work will be accepted.
Hence he learns to be careful lu writiflg
every letter, and lu making cvery figure.
Neat work becoines a pleasure, and that
is the aim to make the child have a
passion for thorough work. This of
course necessitates constant watchful-
ness on the part of the teacher at first.
The child knows that the teacher is go-
ing to see his work, and that if it is not
done accurately, it will have to be doue
over and over until it is lis very best.
The child soon knaws how miuch the
teacher dcmands of him. It may b.
some time before hie does his work well
fromn pure love of doing it, but neyer
the less the habit is under way.

Some of the devices which may be
used with gond resuits are: Praising
the child before the class. Writteu
work collected and best work put on
top. Children who have doue the best
work distribute books. Have best work


