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pal administration which brings disgrace
upon the namwe of popular government the
world over,” The Nation goes on to show
that this same lack of the *home side of
patriotism,” which Mr. Bryce defines as the
willingness “to take trouble, personal
and even tedious trouble, for the well-
governing of every public community one
belongs to, be it a township or parish, a
ward or a city, or the nation as a whole,”
manifests itself in regard to State and nati-
onal affairs, and permits their legislative
bodies to sink into a condition which is a
constant reflection upon the capacity of the
people for self-government. The distinction
which Mr. Bryce makes between the two
kinds of patriotism 13 an instructive and
valuable one, and there is reason to fear
that the contrast drawn by the Nation be-
tween the eagerness of the American people
to exhibit the one kind and their persistent
neglect of the other, holds good, though we
venture to hope in & smaller degree, of Can-
adians, We have litile fear that Canadian
patriotism, even in its embryo state, would
fail to respond to any demand that might
be made upon it at any time for resistance
to foreign aggression, but we see much
reason to fear that there is far too much
lethargy of feeling with regard to the home
side of patriotism, as manifested in a will-
ingness to take trouble and make sacrifice,
for the perfecting of internal administration
and the development of that high type of
personal and civic character without which
no people can ever attain to the highest
pitch of national development.

A good cause is sometimes weakened
almost as much by the use of a bad argu-
ment in its support, as by a valid one in
opposition to it. This thought must have
been suggested to many in view of the
grounds which have been taken by some of
the opponents of Sunday cars in Toronto in
the course of the current discussion. It is
now settled that the question is to be decid-
ed by the ballot of those citizens who are
entitled to the use of the franchise, The
logical congequence would, therefore, seem
to be that all arguments should be addressed
to them. = It is perfectly legitimate, we sup.
pose that, in addition to other mctives, they
should be appealed to individually, on the
ground of their religious convictions and
obligations. To convince a citizen that the
running end using of street cars on Sunday
would be a violation, on the part of those
doing the one or the other, of a divine com-
mand, and so of a supreme obligation, is no
doubt to et before him the kest of all
reasons why he should vote against the pro-
posal to establish a Sunday car service, But
to go further, as some of the clerical disput-
ants are doing, and maintain that the
Fourth Commandment is of universal and
perpetual obligation, that the thing in ques-
tion would be a violation of that command-
ment, and that, therefore, the matter is one
upon which the people have no right to pro-
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nounce an opinion or to make a decision,
goes far toreduce the whole Secriptural argu-
ment to an absurdity. If the citizens bave
not a right to decide whether the cars shall
be run on Sunday, or even to decree that
they shall not te so run, who has? The re-
sponsibility must be thrown back upon the
City Council. This can only mean that the
Council is to take the Bible for its supreme
law book. This means, again, that they
are to become its authoritative interpreters.
Every question of civic legislation, or regu-
lation, which, in their opinion, is covered by
& Biblical precept, must be excepted from
the list of those in regard to which they
are to be guided by the wishes of their con-
stituents, or to acknowledge their responsi-
bility to those who appointed them. In
other words, the city of Toronto is to be
under theocratic rule, with the Alder-
men ag the flamens who are to consult the
oracles and constitute themselves the
authoritative exponents and enforcers of
the Divine will. By parity of reasoning
the same will be true of every other city,
the Province, and the whole Dominion, the
Local and (General Governments or Parlia-
ments taking the place of the City Councils
as the arbitrary rulers of the theocracy.
This would evidently be worse than the
Quebec system, under which the priests, not
the politicians, claim to be the ultimate
authority in civil and political, as well as
in religious matters. The impracticability,
not to say absurdity, of such a view be-
comes the more apparent when we remem-
ber that neither the Aldermen nor even the
clergymen thomselves are agreed as to what
is really the Scriptural teaching in the case.
But, rejecting this high « priori mode of
gettling & vexed question, does it follow
that no attention is to bs paid to the teach-
ings of the inspired volume in regard to
gsuch matters? By no means. No one
who accepts the Scriptures as of divine
origin can doubt that the prescriptions
even of the ceremonal, and much moere those
of the moral law, must have been tased upon
profound physiological and psychological
principler. The testimony of observation
and history abundantly proves that the
setting apart of one day in seven as a day
of rest and religious worship is not only
highly beneficial but positively essential to
the physical, moral and spiritual well-being
of any people. This demonstrably true
principle being accepted, it follows that
every innovation that infringes upon the
quiet of the weekly rest day, and largely
reduces the number of those who can enjoy
it, is against the public weal, and so con-
trary to sound policy or to be justified only
by necessity. This principlecan, we believe,
be shown to condemn a Sunday car service
in the city of Toronto, and upon it the
argument should be, in our opinion, made
to turn.

Countless columns are being published
touching the causes and the cure of the pre-
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sent monetary stringency in the Uni#.
States, but amidst them all one simple e
stands out so clear that even a child P
read it. That is, that the immediate
eficient cause of the stringency is the I
that the people of the nation will not ¥
their obligations in gold but in a de
currency. Hence, what is needed in o
to restore confidence and settle the nati‘_’nﬂé
finances on a sound basis, is the cert¥™,
that every dollar in cirvculation in k
United States, whether issued by the 6
ernment or by the banks, can at any”
ment be converted into a gold dollal‘: w
that every obligation ehall be unmis!
ably an obligation to pay in gold. '1“’},,:'
obvious conclusion the minds of all dlw;‘
terested thinkers in the Union scem ¥ ’i‘
rapidly verging. When it shall have b}
reached and the requisite action taken @ ‘
mencing with the repeal of the Shef™,
Silver Act, the tension of the situatio? -
no doubt be relaxed. As Senator He® .
son said the other day in a published ]‘:w‘
the $600,000,000 of gold which has &'
peared is being hoarded abroad, * not tOt‘
appear until its holders have some g%
tee that if loaned it will be retur? )
money equally good.” It is notew®
that even Scnator Sherman himself 8%
this view and approves of the propos®
peal of the Act which bears his namé
which was, as it is now made to appes”
outcome of a spirit of concession and
promise on his part, rather than of any
tured conviction as to the wisdom @
measure. The Act has done its WOF s
favoritism and nothing can now P
the nation from suffering a very hes¥J
as the result of the purchase by its treté )
of an enormous quantity of silver at 8”
higher price than its real market “'ﬂ
The Republic is wealthy, and can €
the loss, and the conviction seem8
becoming general that the sooner it
the situation, puts the deficit on the P
side of its profit and loss account, ®* A
the uncommercial and ruinous contrath o
commences to do business on a gold P
the sooner will the present crisis be e
and the financial equilibrium restore™
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But will the depreciation of silveh

& medium of exchange, which will be ol

practical result of the stopping of fré® o
ago in India, the repeal of the She,r W
Act in the United States, and ' y
movements, really remove the roots O.wﬁ
difficulty and settle the question of & ¢
national currency or internatio®® g
change? This would be too much' Ih”

pect, 8o long as the gold, which W‘! 'y
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become the basis of finance in Amer’ ¢

it has long been in England and else"owf 3

is variable in quantity and liable to uhi’
tion in value, There is evident
the contention of those who claim th%" r
bas of late years appreciated in vald®

ub it
merely in comparison with silver, neJ “

relation to other commodities iB 8
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