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of yourseIlf You've already said the passwords loud
enough for any lurker te hoar, se that we'11 hae to change
theni aa because e' your stupeedity. Be serious and keep
your eyes and gun for strange folk, men or women."

Tryphesa led inte the bouse, whitheïr Tryphena-who,
falling, into the saine error, had crossed the beat of Turne
theus-had already betaken herseif, being driven off the
field by the more sensible and mierciful younger Pilgrirn.
When the Squire had cenipleted his rounds, hie returned
to the guard-room, and, telling tho story of Sylvanus' folly,
which roused the Captain's ire, showed the necessity for
new watchwordsý and better instruction of sentries.

IfIt matin he qomiething the lads and ail the rest o' us
ken weel, Squire. What think ye o' Cricket and Golf ?"
asked Mr. Errol.

I anm afrjiid that Beoit Toner might nlot know these
words," put in the dorninie.

IlXVhat '1" cried Mr. Perrowne, "ldo you really mean
te say that this-ah-Towner needs to be towld what
cricket is? "

I fear so," Wilkinson answered ; with the effect that
ne heathen could have fallen lower in the parson's estima-
tion than did Ben.

I say good, ship.shape words are Starbud and Port,"
growled the Captain.

"lu-I Sont Aîneriky it was Constituthion anti Liber.
tad," suggestod Mr. Terry.

IlPork and Beans 'If no' do ; ner Burdock and Blood
Bitters - nor Powder and Shot," said the Squire, rumninait-
ing ; "ifor the one ca's Up the tither ower nayteral like.
What say ye, Maister Wilkinson? "

Wilkinson was taken aback by the suddenness of the
question, andi blurted out what had been only too, iucli ini
bis thouglîts: Idiot and Boy."

ICapital " Well said !" IlThe very thiing I " If Jcst
suits Sylvatuns" the various voices responded ; and the
Squire went eut to the sentries to make the desired
change. The lawyer cbuckled when bie received the new
words, and aIl the other sientinelsi repeated te thenisolves
the poetic ternis "'Ee,jut and Boy."

I.t was just on the stroke of midnight, turne te relieve
the guards, when the distant sound of pistol shots in
rapid succession foul simultaneously on the cars of ConsH-
tint, Ben and Sylvanus. The lawyer, stepping hiastily te
the house, called out the armned inniiates, and in anothttr
minute or seo Nash came galloping up. IlStay where you
are, Squire, with your sentries ; anti, yen cther mon, look
te your loading and corne on with mne. J've been fired at
by a waggon load of theni." Tho five nnposted inen hast-
ene1 eut into the road and away after the detective te the
lof t. Af tor going a short distance, the adjutatit called a
hiait, and tolil the veteran te advance in rnilitary order.
INow, miin," said Mr. Terry quietly, Il extind about tiri

pacies frein aich another te tie tif t, an' Oi'lI ho the lifthanul
muan. Thin kape wan oye on nie an' the other before
yeez, and advance whin Oi advance undher cover av the
siuunps and finces and things Riddy now-extind! "
TIhe moveinent waii well executed, and, as the veteran wag
eager for the fray, hoe led thein more rapidly thau it could
ho thougbt the old man had the power te mun, until they
reacliod the spot where the waggen liad haited. [t was
gene, withent a sig.n ; se the gallant skirnishers re-formed
in the road sud rnarched back te quarters. When they
arrivedl at the gate, Coristine could net rosist the tempta-
tien ef a challenge, nnnecesaary as it was. TIhe donjinie
was Ieading, and bum ho baited :"lWho goos thero 1"
Witb rnomentary besitation, Wilkinson answered in the
saine undertone

Il Friends."
"The word, friends 1"
"Idiot,"
"The ceuntersigu, Idiot t
"Boy."e
"Pass, Idiot Boy, andl all's wotl 1

(l'o lie coniinued.)

THEz' POLITIICAL SITUATION.

I geing te effer, tbrough the colurnns of Tusi WEEK,
somo observations on the potitical situation in Canada.

No apoiogy rnoed he necossary for this. The affairs of a
nation are always werthy of reflection, and just now it
seeiîis te me there is ospeciat neod of frank statoments.
As 1 ara net in any way associated witb Dominion politics,
except as an eloctor, nothing 1 can say will have any f ur.
tht-r significance than the opinion of an individual.

The result of the last general election was a close caîl.
The fGoverurnent was sustainod by a narrow majrity-
about twenb'-four, 1 think, would ho a fair statement of
the actual majority in the Cernmens that could ho relied
upon by the Governinent. That electien 1 caîfnet but
regard as a violation of sound principles and savouring of
party trickory of a rnost unfair and objectionable character.
Te suddenly spring an elecLien without roasen jnst on the
brink of a census, and when the eloctoral lista wero two
years old, and full of names wbich hadl ceased te bave a
qualification, and withont the naines ef multitudes who
weî'o qualifiod, can only ho characterized as an outrage.
Ne poputar verdiet can change the moral aspects of an
action lika this. Ne question is settled until it is settled
rightiy, and ethical laws are immutablo and cannot ho
changed, nor their violation condoned by any popular ver-
dict whatever. The± cold, impartial judgment of history
will bc that this sudden dissolution was dictated by chic.
anery and wholly witbout juistification.

The elections were safely over, however, and the
Government had a working majority. To secure this tbey

1bad the benefit of the enormous prestige of Sir John A.
Macdonald ; the advantages of superior erganization,
langer means and oxercise of the vast patronage of tho
Ministry. The resuit showod that public opinion was

1very dubieus in regard te the maintenance of this Govern-
ment in power. Spite of the toyalty cry, ail too effective,
but really absurd, they came through witb a very smal
plurality in the popular vote. Lu oleven censtituencies
the Government majerity was under fifty, namely : Bagot,
43 ; Brome, 3 ; North Bruce, 30 ; East Grey, 19; L.
Istet, 6 ; North Middlesex, 6 ; East Peterbero', 28;
Prince Edward, '21 ; Shelburne, 19 ; South Victoria, 25;
South Weutworth, 1. Total 201. A change of 102 votes

1would have destroyed the Goverumeut and made the
parties even in the Oommous.

Very soon after the electieus, Parliament was asseni-
bled. Disaster began, then, te deg the boots of the Minis-
try day atter day. First and geatest came the death of
Sir John Macdonald, the leader and cemmanding figure of
the Conservative Party. With bis deatb came the terrible
revelations in connection witb the Departmeut of Public
Works, which certainly shocked the country fer a tume.
At the sanie tirno irregularities of a very grave character
were discovered in counection witb the Department, of the
Interior ; the Prnting Bureau, which did net beave the
Minister, Mr. Chapleau, altogether unsicathed, and the
Post Office Departinent, which set attoat ugly rumeurs
rospecting the Post Master Goneral. The Cochrane
investigation revealed a condition cf atlairs in oe
coustituency which ceuld net failte disgusît overy mnan
who had any songe of honeur or any regard fer ordiuary
decency in public life. The next great blow was the cou-
sus returus, whicb were, indeed, asteunding. ihey
showed that the eIder Provinces of the Dominion had
made littie progress during the past ton yoars, and that
ittIe was in cities and tewns. The Maritime Provinces

had made ne incroase at ail, and nearly baîf of the finest
ceuntios of Ontario had actuaily retrograded. The great
ceuuty of Pictou, N.S., with its large ceai industry and
ita iran and steel works, its glass werksi, foundries and
other industries had actnally retrograded te the extent of
a thousand.

Here was the firdt crucial test of the value of tho
National Policy as means of national progregs and pros.
perity. Before its eperation aIl sections of Canada
increasod at the rate of froni ifteen te twenty per cent.
evemy ton yoari. Now the average rate was about eight
per cent., oxcept in the new Provinces cf the Ncrtlh-West,
whore growth i ntireiy exceptional. 'The returns were
conclusive so far as the agricultural industry is cencernet.
Lt meaut that the farmers were net developing, and the
counitry gonerally nett nt king satisfactory progress. [t
mneant alIse that large nutubers of oiir p9opte bcd loft atul
were leaving the country. This bas always been te a ce-r-
tain oxtent the case, siuce it is tlie fortune of Ciuada to
ho situated beside a cennitry avîngy unusual and enormous
attractions, industnially and otlitrwi4e ; but the avowed
aiicf the National Pelicy was te check this, and keep
Canadians at homi. Lt was a remankablo revelation that
during the past ton yoars the exodus had been greater than
even. Between 1851 and 1861 the Unîited States had
been nelatively as attractive as now, and yot the population
of Nova Scotia increased in these ton year8 twenty per
cent. Between 1861 and 1871, under similar conditions
in respect of the United States, the grewth of that Pro-
vince was seventeen per cent. Between 1871 aud 1881
thore was still an increase groaten than the naturat increaso
of the Province about fourteen per cent. But betwoeo
1881 and 1891 the increase was only two per cent., white
the natural increase of b*rths over deaths must bave been
more than six tumes ai great. As a cousequence it is
înanifest that over 50,000 people loft Nova Scotia duriug
the past ton years for the United States-for practically
ail who beave go there. The Maritime Provinces as a
wbole fared even werse. New Brunswick made ne increase
at ail, and P. E. Island actnally retmograded, though it is
oeeof the most productive sections of the wonld, and witb
a people unsurpassed in enterprise, industry and thrift.

Such a condition of things tells its own tale. Lt muet
ho met ; t is usoees te attempt te explain it away. One
can talk of additioual bank deposits, but this means notb-
ing. In many sections of Canada bauks bave enly ecently
been introdnced. The establishmenît of bank agencies in
smaîl towns and villages overywhere is a receut invention.
Beore that, thnifty porsons kept their money locked np in
their tmunke, and when a person wished te fan ho wont
te some prospemous persen fer a loan. Now ail accumuî-
latione are put into the bank and alI lbans made throngh
the bauk ; but it dees net follow that any more mouey is
in the country, beceuse the bank doposits have increased.
The meet abeolute test of success in any country is nù~m-
bers. The increase of the population is conclusive proof
of prosperity ; the f alling off of population is final evidence
ofédeadened mierule. This ule of course applies te yeung and
gnowiug countnies. Lt may, indeed, happen that in an old
country like Engtand, France or Betgium, population may
ho stetionary, or even fali off, because of overcrowding.
No sucb condition existe in auy section of Canada. But
iL is a remarlcable circunistance that in England, where
population is very dense, and where emigmatien bas been
steady for meny generations, the population for the paet
ton yeere ectuetly increased more then that of the fi vo
eider Provinces of Canada. We have an enrmons terri.

tory inviting settlers; England's land is neanly ahl taken
up ; Canada bas spent hundrede of thousands on immi-
gration ; England bas rather encouraged emigratien.
Canada is a scattered country, offerng land free; Eng-
land is a densely populated country, witb every foot of
land at a bigh price, and cities and large towns every-
where. Yýàt iL is actuaily the fact that Eng and iucmeased
more in population during the past ton years than the
Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick and P. E. Island. Net only more, but at a greater
ratio-a langer percentage.

No eue, tlîerefone, cau seriously argue that the resnît
of the cousus was not a knock-down blow te the policy of
restriction in Canada. Yen ma4y write books, n)ake
speeches, carry coustitueucies, and sbout in triumnph, but
that will net avail te save the National Policy. Lt ia
failume. The cousus settled the mater, and put it eut of
the range of serions dobate. Lt ie quite true that a major-
ity of the electers of Canada migbt ho induced by various
ineans to vote to-morrow that it was a great succese. But
I do net besitate te bold that this would ceunt for nothing.
The voice of the people may ho tbe voice of God, but the
first voice isn't, at al L imes, by auy meaîîs. The ultirnato
veice of the people is, and we bave net beard thet yet, and
neither the philosopher non the bistorian are greatly con-
cerned as te wbetben this cornes sooner or later.

1 do net covet the tiLle of pessimiet, but I ami ready te
bear it with ail the cousequences if trutb is invoived in it ;
and 1 am theneforo free te say that several great evils and
dangers surreund Canada at this moment, and eue of theni
seome te caîl for observation at this point. Mora! cewar-
dico is ossontially chaacteristic of the Canadien people et
the present turne. The tendeucy of the heur bore ite
worship succose, regerdless of the meauiîig by wlîiclî it i
cttained. Lu the minde of most pensons it is enough that
a party leader wins au etection. LIt is considemed visionary
te state a principlo, and prenounce it unrnistakabte. If
eue goos beyond figuning what wili answer te carry an
electien this year ho is going eut of the range of Il practicat
pelitics." The issue in a constituncy at an electien înay ho
Ile the National Peticy eerving the best interests of the
country ? " If this issue could ho voted upon by intelli-
gent meon, f ree frem prejudice, and cf ton full and honeat
discussion, the jndgment at the pelle might wefigh muncl.
But, if eue of the powerfnl concomitants in the olection is3
an imprudent promise of a railway through a part of the
constitueucy, in the event of the Geverumeut candidate
being elected, and another, a gang of beolers distibnting
money in vast snms te debauch the poorer and tees princi-
pIed of the elector.4, I decline te recognize the voice of Ged
in the verdict. Practical politice we muet have, cnd
moonshine is atways valuoess in politicel conteste, but it
i8 truc, nevertholes, that moral lcws exist and economic
laws prevail, and that noue of these eau ho set asido by
any niecus whatever witheut the inevitable consoquences.
LetL us, then, net bt bund down te the wheets of tempo-

ary succ8s. Lgt us have the courage te thiuk and the
mnlinese te avow our convictions, whethor the ballet.-boxes
of to-day endorso oun views or net.

The result of the session of Pariarent-a long and
meîîîorabie ene-ought te have been the destruction of the
present Geveruneunt. Tûeir fiscal poiicy stood discredited
by the incontrovertible logic of etatistics ; the abominable
systein of corruption, wbich every intelligent porson in
Canada bas kuowu as a menai certaiuty te bave been the
basic pincipte upon wbich Sir John A. Macdonald main-
tained powe r, waà at iast made tangible and exposed te
public view by evidence the meet cdean and conclusive.
The whole country wes shocked. The indepeudent pross,
with eue voice, cried eut againest iL ; and at lest the pulpit
hegan te thunder, wbich wes au encouregiug token that
public opinion was net utterly dead. The voee of the
civitized world was beard in condoînnation, and auy person
neasoning fromn general pninciples woutd have beeu certain
that the bye-elections would bave sottled the fate of the
Govemument. The event showed thet they did, but in a
way little expected by gond meu. They net ouiy retained
their ewn seate, but they went forward for two on three
weeks swoepiug coustituencies which wemo natunally Lib-
oral, se that iuetead of a majority of twenty-foun they are
now able te boast of a înajority of sixty.

There muet bave been a cause of severet causes for this
oxtraendiuary result, but theso mnuet ho discussod in
another article. J. W. Lo»aEv.

IIali/a., .1une, 1892.

PARIS LkZ'TEJI.

P HYSICAL education in France is pregressing by loape
Iand bounds-naturaliy. The Petit Journal tekes the

lead in this necessany amelioration of the national cliarc-
ton ; iL gives pnizes from its own well-filted treasury, and
accepte and distributes those centributed by individuats
sympathetic with the movement. A walking match froni
Paris te Belfort ia the latest conteet orgauiz>.d, and je now
being executed, and some thousende of citizens oscorted
the competitors outeide of the city. 0f the 1,136 llicb-
monde who entered the field, but 880 actuaily started for
the 43 pnizes. The distance fnomn Paris te Belfort la 267
miles, and the winners are dectened in the onder of
thein arrivai. The race is open te "a]Il comene," provided
they ho French. Eech competitor is meesuned and
weighed, given a certificete which dieptays et the saine
ime bis photo. At fixed stations aleug tho route control-

lers mark on the certificate the heur of the owner'es arrivai.
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