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CURRENT |
COMMENT

The most notable event since our
last issue is the horrible assassina-.
tion of the King and Queen of Ser-:
via together with a number of their
faithful followers. Nothing so brut-:
ally tragic has occurred in Hurope
for many centuries. :

Very interesting, in counection !
With this tragedv, is the Tele-'
gram's interview with Mr. John F.

Heneage, of 364 Broadway, Winni-
beg. Mr. Heneage, who is a rela-|
live of Lord Heneage, belongs to
an ancient Catholic family. He was
born at Belgrade, where his father
Was then British consul-general,

and was in close touch with the
court. “As a boy,” he says, “I.
Played marbles with ex-King Milan, |
the father of King Alexander, and.
my sister, Mrs. W. C. Walsh, who
is now in Kngland, was made a pet
of by Queen Natalie, who insisted
on her coming to court at the age‘

of 14. I did not know much of I\mg( ‘

Alexander. He was quite a lad|
when I was there, and a very fiery, !
obstinate boy, at that. Queen!
Draga I knew better hecause she |
was a lady in waiting to Queen
Natalie, and I danced with her fre-;
quently in the days when. I mysell!
was a queen's messenger. 1 left
Servia at the age ol 11 and went
to school in England, but returned
there and carried the British for-
€ign office dispatches between Tes-,
‘Mmesvar, where 1 met the other

meqmnger‘ and Belﬂrade I did this
f(')r three ‘Ear‘;

[

. Ml’ Heneage is not at all sur-;
Prised at the tragedy. It is just
What the Servians were certain to
do some day or other. Alexander
offended them greatly by marrying
een Draga who was 15 years his
Senior and then by suspending the
COH%tltuuon but the final straw
Wwas his attempt to put the queen's|
brother forward as heir to the I
throne. I knpew the present king,:
Prince Kerageorgevitch very well.
'He was a pretender to the throme
€ven in my time and is probably
the most popular man in the Bal-
Rans." “What do you think ‘will be
t‘he outcome of the ‘present crisis?"’
“I thifik {t will mean eventually
the ‘solution of the eastern ques-
tion without the aid of Furope
The Macedonian commlttee, -which
is really ‘a great .circle of secret so-
‘~‘1€tie< is at the back of the revolt.
Shall not be surprised to see King
Tageorgevitch ‘made the ‘fuler
Over the whole of Servia, Bulgaria
nd Macedonia. King Ferdinand,
the ;Present ruler of Bulgaria, is re-
garded as an interloper and may be
deposed in favor of the present
Fuler, of Servia, and one great unit-

¢d. Slav kingdom formed in the
Ban{ang 'y

This appeared in the Telegram of | ¥

Tast Fnday the dav aftér the as-
sassination. Last Tuesday another
Enghs}ﬁnan who ‘withhokds his
Tame, ‘but who professes to have
Personal kiiowledge of the people
and the management of court af-
fairs in Servig, contributed to the
Teleg"am a sketch of what he con-
siders the re¢al situation now fac-
ing the pedple of Servia. This is
whiak ’ ‘e wntes
... That tecent ewent-; in Servia
Have produced "a feeling of te-
vulsion throughout the civilized
WYorld goes without saying, but
at the _same time people con-
*nect‘ed or mterebted in that far
away ‘small state, though ra-
ther flabiber, asted at the coup
d etat havg%}, ‘ l?‘“g some-
‘whete ‘Slﬁbn.‘lld tﬁat suc;h a.
i tha!t whic}x

hly ilnp;fobable yet Jnst’”po
it ‘:hu t Was hoped that, i
m‘y “coup . was

“‘ charmmg

gt

mtended At

would have beeu carried out in
a civilized manner, and worthy
of a so-called ctvilized country.
“There can be no doubt that
these cold-blooded murders were
perpetrated at the iustigation
ol some politicians and army
officers who may have had a
few grievances, but I fancy pro-
motion and advancement from
ohscurity had more to do with
their actions than anv thougzhts
of the wellare of their country.

That this crime should have
been countenanced by the na-
tion is absolutely alsurd. The
Servian peasant, heing unedu-
cated and ignorant, tht fact is,
it is a matter of perfect indii-
ference to him whether there be
a king or not, so much xo, that
in some remote villages, one
would have difficulty in finding
out the name of thc rem‘nmtr
prince.

That the newly

proclaimed

king, Prince Peter Karageorge-
vitch, should be in absolute 1g-

porance of the plot seems to I
me ludicrous, as his partizans
had a complete organization at
Belgrade with which he was in
frequent communication.

Nothing much can be said in 1
favor of the new king, who
seems to follow in the footsteps |
of the late King DMilan, whose
mode of life was pretty well
known to most people.

While on a visit to Madame |
Chasserian, at Biarritz, with
whom Queen Natalie is at pre-
sent staving in the rue Rovale,
Paris, I first met the late King
Alexander and Queen Drags,
then Madame Machin, lady-in-
waiting to Queen Natalie. King
Alexander was at that time |
verv delicate and ome of the
ugllest boys I have ever seem,
and it seemed to me a marvel
that he could be the son of such |
a wonderfully beautiful and fas-
cinating mother. {

Madame Machin took every
one by storm with her heauty
and good humor, but there is
no doubt she was ambitious.
Poor Queen Natalie! Ilers has
been a sad life! First, exile
from Servia, where in some
quarters she was deeply loved;
then the marriage of Xing
Alexander and Queen Draga,
which she did .everything in her
power to prevent. And now
this tragedy!

To Queen ‘Nathalie, by a curious
coinicidence, Donahoe's Magazine for
this month devotes a ‘well-written |
article on her ‘public profession of
the Rotian Catholic faith, which
shie emibraced last yéar at Biartiti.
“The writer, 'B.O'B.C,” says: “To|
Catholics who have known her 1n
her prevxous career as crowned §ox-'
ereign of 2 devoted people, . vshol
have watched her untiring efforts
for their amelioration, who saw in
her the embodiment of all that a
pure, high-souled woman should be,
the word ‘conversxon thh re-
ard to her latest step seems some—
how unfitting. It sounds more cor-
rect to'say that she has, at last
openl) joined the Church to which
unconsciously she always helonged.”

The Greek Church in Servia 1s
supposed to keep a very ‘strict fast
in I‘,ent no mieat, no eggs, no mxlk
In practlce few observe these - an-
cient usages The m&sses ‘do Pot
even pretend to do so. Thé priests
themselves are extremely lax. But
when Qdeen Nathalie reigned in Bel-
grade, the Lenten riiles ‘were strict-.
ly observed, even though her own
adherence to them seriously mjuted
her health,

Mr. Her’oett Vlvmn. author of a
i)ook ‘of .,,experiences . in
Sexvla, lea.\?e.s pretty much, ﬂ;e
same impression of Seryian religion,
h, being, o hidebound Tory|
v{chman, ‘e tries to mk
the Best of the Servxan ‘Chutch so

rany man silly.”
:Religion, p. 275.)

| ness:

‘a treacherous army

“the veriest farce,

lﬁﬂd What is not: true:

;;tv,}an pm:pcqeq“3

‘that he may claim kinship with it
‘on the

rotten Branch
Church duties are merely
There is no piety, no living faith.
Here is a picture he gives of a
“popadie’” or pope’'s wile. I re-

‘member one, whose moral reputa-
.tion was above suspicion, but who.
‘possessed few rivals in a carouse.
She would break glasses and bot-,
itles, stand on the table,
/in tones that would almost reach

and sing

the next village, and dance or drink
(The Romance of

The writer in Dounahoe's

“In truth, the:

with her peaceful
not regret her thorny
crown, but will sav with thankful- |
“T'hou hast led me, O Lord,
by strange paths, into the haven of
Thy House!'” What a contrast be- |
tWeen Draga, the ambitious, the
‘licentious, and Nathalie, the pure,
Ithe pious; one is cut off in the very
act of begging pardon, she is

Ispurned like the vilest of her sex; . !
! ;schools at their own expense, and,

the other is mercifully saved from
and brought
gently into the peace that surpas-
seth all understanding.

Representative government lor a
people of serfs like the Servians is
or rather it is a
-safe cloak for the ¢rimes of every
thue that has momentarily the up-
‘per hand. That ﬁgment “the will ;
of the Servian people” efiectually
silences all the diplomatists of
hurope—a fitting nemesis for an
age of shams, for a period of
iphrase-tyranny.

We comment elsewhere on the ad-
{dress ol the Supreme Orange Grand
\Iaster An interview wjth His
H:gh Mightiness appeared in the
Telegram, the general drift of which
iwas that the Conservative party

!was identified with the Orange So-

ciety. This, of course, may be only
Dr. Sproule’s view; but he makes
the most of it, pats Mr. Tarte on
the back, and implies that ‘the lat-
ter will win over from the Liberal
party many French Canadians. It
is to be hoped that all sincere Ca-
tholics will one day realize the In-
congruity and folly of “being yoked
with so antl—Cathohc an organiza-
tion. The proper solution of the
difficulty would he the formation of
a really independent centre party at
Ottawa, which would vote with
eittier of the old partms when
‘éither "happens 'to be right, but
whose chief purpose would be to
‘deféat everv governmeut that Te-
fuséd to restore our school rights,

[RDUEE,

“The Rev F. C. Filliighat, of
‘London By gland, prea.chmg in the
James btreet Béptlst Church, To-
ronto, last Sunday, bewaﬁed the
undoing of protéstantism by the
’High Church’ party.  “In’ three-

fourths of ‘the schools " ‘he said,

‘‘the children are now taught t}xe
'doctrines of the real presence, con-
fession to priests” and’ devotion to
the Blessed Virgin. This is almost
teo good 'to be true. We fear that
Mr. Fillingham, when preéaching to
the Torontonidns, was “filling 'em”
with ‘Turid exéggers.nohs There is
no doubt, ‘however, that Catholic
ideas ‘are fast ‘galning ground.

When the Rev, F. C. Flhngham

| went on .to say that this is the

kind .of educatmn he and all other
non-conformists had to pay for, he
No; poxtmn
of the mtes is to e, devoted to sec-
\The new . Edncu—
tion. 'Act m B provides no!
; &0( W& for any reli-]
gious pv.rpose.' “What it does pro-.

theory.
nominal. |

Jinvolve will be borne
tthe religious

Lool\-:

vide,”’
N.Y. Freeman’s Journal (May 30),
*is that certain payments shall be

‘made to parochial schools for secu-;
‘lar  education
rstandard reguired by the State. In,
‘the parochial schocls, religious in-|
be given, but:

according to the

struction will also
not at the State cost. All the ex-
penditure that such instruction will:
entirely by
bodies under whose
auspices the schools are conducted.

. There are Catholic parochial schools
,and Protestant Fpiscopal parochial
“schools and parochijal schools under

rother reiigious denominations,
must’

‘now find an added vividness in the
cconchuding words of his own article
‘on Queen Nathalie:
‘ways of God are wonderful.
“ing back on her stormv past and’
icontrasting it
"haven at Biarritz, the Queen of Ser-
fvia  will

and
all will have a share of the rates,
not for teaching religion,
;teaching  just the same

that is, public schools, in;
which there is no religion at all
These last mentioned are open to;
i the non-conformists, or, if they
ichoose, they, too, may establish
‘parochial schools and have their
‘due share of State support.

But this will not satisfy the non-|
The education system|

conformists.
of all England must be as they
please or else they will rebel. The
Catholics and Church of England
people have built their parochial

moreover, they pay taxes toward
the building and maintenance of the
board schools, which they do not
use or derive any advantage irom.,

,But the non-conformists have built |
They use schools which!

no schools.
the  Catholies
have
support. Still they are not con-
tent. What bhigots and intolerants
they are. ‘They constantly talk
about libertv and freedom of con-
science, yet they deny both—or
would if they could deny both—to
all but themselves in the matter of
education. As to their threat of
rebellion, we have no doubt the
Government of Kuogland is able to
take care of that matter.”

and

One other Orange curiosity is the

Deputy Grand Master, W. Gal-
braith. At the Grand Lodge ban-
quet on the 12th inst. in this city
he is reported to have said that
we “had room enough and to spare
out west for desirable emigrants,
but did not want some of the class
now being turned out of France.
They did not object to them on re-
ligious, but on économic grounds.
They produced nothing, not even
families.” Evidently this cowardly
insult is aimed at the religious or-
ders. There is nothing in Gal-
beaith’'s wotds bt pure, unadulter-
ated lie. The religious orders pro-
dute mote than any other bodies
of all'those elements that cortribiste
to material progress. For mstame
they turti out more and better edu-
cated people at much cheaper rates
than any other educators in  tle
world. In fact that is -precisely
why they are suppressed by Jealous
rivals, As to families, the) do in-
directly contribute to their growth|
by elevating the general level of!

morality. We do not of course ex-|

pect a swaggering blusterer like
Galbraith to understand this, but/
we are not wntmg for him. Reli-|,
'gious orders raise the general stan-
dard of pﬁnty by going ‘beyond the
ordma,ry requnfements for salvation,
f}m consequencg of their example
being that the people amo whom
they live, stimulated by that ever
present exainple, rise for the ‘most
part to’ the level oi t‘he fetes§ar

laws of Christign 1 marna,ge 1f GJ
fzralth had a,ny hohestv he wﬁo, we
beli 1eve, hves in Montreal could not
help seeitig the dlﬁereme, as to the
produchon of childrén, between the
province. of Quebec filled with reli-
gious orders and Tirge families, and
Ontario, where religious ‘orders are

rare afid large fatnilies also. He!

nght also remember that his fel-

low. -Protgstants of . Ontano beget
so few children that, were it not

for the. Catholic minorxty, which

writes the ahle editor oi the:

but for|
secular
branches that are taught in the;
‘board,

"Episcopalians |
helped to huild and help to!

obserws the laws of matrimonial
§11fe, the total population of the
c“premier province” would have
shown no increase at all in the ten
-vears between 1891 and 19071,

The Telegram of last Saturday
reproduced from the New York Tri-
;bune a highly colored description of
the scenes that were enacted in sev-
eral Paris churches four weeks ago,
;when episcopal letters were read
enjoining prayers of protest against
(the persecuting government. Free
fights between Socialists and Cath-
jolics took place in several churches,
;Although the report does not be-
tray any violent animus against
Catholics, yet it should be taken
with a grain of salt, as when we
are told that ‘‘a priest in black
JIesmt dress handed the curate a
‘revolver.” Considering that the
Jesuits wear no dxstxmtn« uniforin
in France but are dressed exactly
like secular priests, the ‘‘hlack Je-
suit dress’ does not mean anything
in particular, the so-called priest
may have been only a lay sacristan
with a soutane on for the moment.
At any rate the curate “prudently
thped the weapon under his sur-

plice and made no attempt to ‘use
1t bA)

Since the above paragraphs were
written we have read ‘“‘Le Mani-
,toba‘ s scathing article on Dr.
Sproule. We trust somebody will
translate it {or the doughty doe-

‘tor's beneht.

While deeply regretting that an
increase of other work obliges
‘Pinem Respice” to bid our read-
ers farewell, we feel that we are
voicing the unanimous verd1ct Uf
those readers in eXpreesmg,
gether with the highest apptecia—
tion of his articles, the earnest hope
that his silence may be only for a
time.

Cletical News

His Grace the Arth'b:shcp of S§t.
Bonifate, accothpanied by Father
Beliveau, his secretary; Father Mi-
rault and Father Rockliff, were
guests of Father Gendreau yester-
day. The party are on “their way
cast to attend the celébration ‘in
connection with the hundredth au-
niversary of the Ntcolet college.
His Grace will be in '\Iontreal on
‘ June 24, ‘where he Will ])d!’tltlpa\e
lin the St. Jean Baptxste celenra-
‘tion, ‘the chiel event of which will
be the unveiling ‘of a large statue
of the late Archhxshop Boruget
who was the first archbishop of
Montreal.—The Rat Portage Ne\v%,
June 3.

23

Rev. Fathér Beauregardl, of Majd-
inak, came herd last weék ‘to meet
six Brothers of the Cross ¢f Jesiis
'who are destined for the Orphanage
'farm dt Makinak and who have
just arrived from France.

. t

Recent rumors of the Holy
Father's failibig hedlth were dispel-
led by the following cablegram,
which appeared in the daily papers

tjust after the pubflcatmn of our
last issue:—

The Pope is Well,

Rome, June 11.—This being “the
feast of Corpus Christi, the Pope
insisted on Lelebratmg Mass. Only
the members of hxs household ‘and
intimate friends were" ‘adndittéd.
}\fter the ceremony, aithough e
was fatigued, the Ponhﬁ ‘repedted
several times that he was ’fgelmg
petfectly well ‘and turned laughiny.-’

glad to see you; but I have no need
of you "
The ()hlate Fathet’s

Ghost Church are advertxsmg for

ly to Dr. Lapponi, saying: “T ‘dm.

of ‘the Hﬁl}' ‘
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