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"GHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY.

Exemplified by a Catholic Mill
Owbper.

Mr. Leon Harmel Carries Out
the Principles of Pope Leo
XI1II’s Encyclical on Labor.

“An object lesson in Christian Dem-
ocracy” is the heading of an article in
the Fortnightly Review which gives an
interesting account of the way in which
a French employer has solved the labor
question on the recommendations con-
tained in the Holy Father’s famous En-
cyclical. The details of this notable
achievement are thusset forth :

M. LEON HARME(, THE APOSTLE OF THE
WORKINGMAN.

The Catholic Democratic party in
France ‘has bad a further advantage
over the anti-Catholic Socialistic schools.
It can point not only to principles, but to
facts, not only to dreams for tbe fature,
but to accomplishicents in the present,
not only to what might be, but to what,
st one spot at least, really is, While
many men have talked and written and
agitated, one man has devoted a life-
time to putting into practice at his own
expense the principles which received
the inprimatur of the Pope and the
Labor Encyclical. This man is Leon
Harmel, the owner and organizer of a
certain wool-spinning factory at Val-des-
Bois, near Rheims, which offers to the
world an object lesson in Christian De-
mocracy. Afier Comte Albert de Mun,
his friend and fellow-worker, Harmel is
the foremost Catholc layman of ‘his
country. He is a veritable nineteenth-
century apostle of the workingman. Tt
was he who organized the first French

<. workingmen’s pilgrimages to Rome, and

who, tliongh neithiet an orator by natire
nor a politician by training, has spoken
and lectured all over France, and far
beyond ber boundaries on the rights of

the workingman and the duties of the

capitalists, and above all on Christian
faith as the sole basis of human progress
and welfare.

His work bas heen approved by the
Pope in the following terms : “I approve
of all you bave done in the past, all you
are doing to-day, and all you intend to-
do.”

HOW THE FACTORY AT VAIL-DES-BOIS IS CON-
DUCTED.

7o describe Val-des-Bois, and in any
way to ignore, or eveu to slur over, the
broad religious basis upon which the
whole work is founded, would be to con-
vey a totally false impression of the
place. The whole establishment is us
frankly and confessedly Catholic as any
monastery, with the one imporiant pro-
viso that there is no compulsion in any
form ; and it is solely and entirely to
their essentially Christian characterthat
Harmel himself attributes the vast
measure of social and economical suc-
cess by which his various scliemes have
been crowned.

But before entering into details con-
cerning some of the practical institutions

. that lend to Val-des-Bois its unique in-

terests, it will be better to give some

outlines of the general principles upon

which Harmel has uniformly acted.
According to the Christian Democratic

" 8chool the duties of anemployer towards

his work people are as clearly defined
and as all-embracing as these of a con-
stitutional monarch towards his sub-
jects. Harmel starts with the assump-
tion that all large conglomerations of
workers for industrial purposes carry
with them certain inherent dangers, both
social and moral, against which it is the
duty of the employer to 'guard. This
can only be done through the reconstruc-
tion of the working family, consisting of
both employer and employee, on a
Christian basis. WkLereas the whole
modern industrial system of Europe and
America is based on the avowed assump-
tion of a fundamental antagonism be-
tween capital and labor, which it'may
or may not be possible to bridge over by
human contrivances, Harmel urges their
perfect identity of interesis. Like ie
Play, with whoss ideals he has much in
common, he aims at a general strength-
ening of family ties—even now stronger
in France than they are with wa— with
an increase of parental authority ; and,
in return for services rendered, he is

prepared to entrust the employer with a
far larger measure of moral authority
than he enjoys at present. ““To organize
with wisdom and prudence, to govern
with justice and charity” are the words
in which he sums up the duties of the
“patron.”

THE WAGE QUESTION AND S0CIAL CONDITIONS

—WORKMEN 'S ASSOCIATIONS ON THE
MODEL OF THE ANCIENT GUILDS.

The moral, religious and educational
welfare of his workpeople fall as strictly
within this sphere as their actual indus-
trial labor. The “patron” has only fal-
tilled a portion of bis daty when he has
paid fair wages for work done, has pro-
vided sanitary workshops,has made pro-
vision against accidents, and abolished
as far as may be, night labor. Itis
further his bounden duty to allow his
people every reasonable facility for the
fulfillment of their religious dnties, to
shield them from immoral influences, to
disseminate wholesome and Christian
literature among them, to provide them
with well-built cottages, garden plots
and the means of healthy recreation, to
superintend the training of his apprent-
ices, to actively encourage thrift, and,
generally speaking, to come to the prac-
tical assistance of his workpeople in all
cases of illness, accident or misfortune.
Should neither Church nor Obristian
achools be situated within easy reach of
his factory hands, the wealthy emplover
is bound to provide both the one
and the other from his own resources.
It is distinetly laid down that he has no
right to beat down wages to the lowest
market rate, for “the labor of man is not
an object of bartér, but a human act,”
aud consequently is subject to moral
laws. Amongst the means by which
the “patron’’ may hope to beneficially
influence his “hands,” Harmel specially
recommends workingmen’s associations,
which, a8 we shall see, play such an im-
partant role in the life of Val-Jes-Bois.
Bat Lie adds the important proviso that
they should be governed autonomously
by the members themselves, “otherwise
it would resolve itself into a patronage
without initiative or action, and, as re-
gards the workingmen themselves, wit},.
out resalt.” By degrees these assogia-
tions will serve to build up a corpora-
tion sumewhat on the model of the
mediseval guilds, with combined econo-
mic and recreative objects, whose re.
establishment in modern form it is the
Utopian dream of Harmel to bring aboyt,
GIRL WORKERS—A CONTRAST TO THE gxg

# 1188 OPERATIVES—HEALTH AND
MORALS SAFBGUARDED.

I must confess that what interesteq
me most in the factory was the sight of
the girl workers, of whom there gare
some 200 employed. It was almost jp-
possibletorealize that these neat.smoot,-
haired muidens, with placid, innocent
faces, dressed/in simple and convenient
cotton skirts and blouses, and nearly 4]
wearing, as their sole adornment, the
much-coveted blue ribbon of the Chilg of
Mary, belonged really to the same c¢jagg
as the factory girl, a8 we know her ip
the East-end of T.ondon, with her flaghy
clothes, her preposterous hat, her (ery{.
ble fringe. The contrast was POSivively
startling. At Val-des-Bois the girls
work in quite separate sections from the
men, the latter heing engaged in the
dyeing and spinning departments, whije
to the former is entrusted the charge of
the winding machines. As all of thege
are of the most recent and improved
patterns, they require comparatively few
hands to serve them, and the work
which demands nothing beyond atten-
tion and neat-handedness, I8 eminently
suitable for female labor. Thus, although
the French law admits children ipto
factories at the age of thirteen, there
were no signs of anzmia or physica} lag-
situde among the workers, some of
whom looked mere children. Thig, of
course, is largely due to the hygienic
conditions under which the work is car-
ried on, and to the fact that Val-des. Bois
is really situated in the open country,
and that even from the fastory windowsg
pleasant glimpses of green foliage may
be obtainey.

But the very marked superiority of
these girls is the result quite as mych of
their moral as of their physical condi-
tions. Up tothe age of seventeen every
girl is compelled to devote one hour
a day, deducted from her working hours,
to self-improvement, her time being
mostly spent in the manager's school

-

attached tothe ronvent, while one hour
a week is given to religious instruction.
Inside the vorkshop their moral charac-
ter and their general well-Leing are safe-
guarded by an organization for which M.
Harmel undoubtedly degerves the great-
est credit, and which obviates the most
common ohjections to factory labor for
young women. Though the girls work
apart from the men, it jg obvious that
with endless lengths of whirling machi-
nery, the work must be closely super-
vised by male engineers and male fore-
nien,

How to protect the girls fromn the cap-
rices, the possible tyranny, tue familiar-
ity, or, worse, of the men, gome of whom
are necessarily chosen yore for their
mechanical 8kill than for their moral
character, was a problem which gave M.
Harmel much anxiops thought. His
remedy is a8 simple ag it 1s effective.
The girls elect from among themselves a
certain pumber of counse]jors, three for
each of the large sectiyng, [t is the duty
of these counsellors, while attending to
their own machines, to keep a friendly
watch over the needs of their neighhors
and to render them any Jiitle help that
may be required. They are empataical-
ly the servants and not the overseers of
their companions. Each ig possessed of
a little metal token, and ghould any girl
for any reason of health, or any valid
reason whatsoever, wigh to leave the
factory during working hours, she ap-
plies not to the foreman but to the
nearest counsellor, and once provided
with the token she may pugg out without
hindrance. It can be geen ata glance
what a protection such g gystem affords
to young and innocent girlg,
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NOTES FROM LETHBRIDGE.

To the Editor of the NoORTHwrsT REVIEW.

not Irish nor ¥rench, nor ltalian ner
Eoglish, nor Scotch. They have heau.
tiful badges, Tley helong to the society
of 8t. John the Baptist. Butsuorely they
are not French Canadians. Who are
they ?  Slavonians, Hungarians, and
something elge, Theold wanderer goes
towards the church. Who are these
gentlemen going into the church with
their musical instruments? They are
Irish angd English, Catholic and Protest-
ant. He followed them intothe church.
What a gem of a Church! The priest
in charge mugt pe an srtist of a refined
taste. Whyut o pich altar with its gold
flowers and candelibra! What a chaste
sparkling of lijies !  The old wanderer
wished he wgg a* poet. The whole
church is ap, E.jen of blooming flowers, a
wonder for gne who comes in from the
bleak degery outside: The music is
worthy of the rich and flowery temple.
1t is real, gweet, melodions barmony, not
a mere muysica] noise. 1t is true music
by true artigis; they are few but the
quality is there. Tbe ladiesof the con-
vent, five gentlemen and a Belgian
priest, who must be 8 genaine Flemish
musician with a fine voice, composed
the choir. Ay old priest said Mass, He
will not feel offended if the old wanderer
found him ap omsrE which gave RELIEF
to the Tampgay, 'I'he church was over-
crowded. ‘Pey could not be all Catho-
lica, When the people went out the old
rambler ligtened to their talk, Euglish,
French, Italian, German, Hungarian,
and he does not know what else. He
frond out why there were many Eog-
lish, especiully Apglicans. On the pre-
vious Bunday the minister bidding fare-
well to his congregation, and thanking
those who had been kind to him, told his
hearers that in his troubles and bereave-
ment, the friends who had shown him
the most gy mpathy had been the Rom-

81r,—Can you allow some space to an
old rambler, but, God. bless us, not a
wandering Jew. From the Pacific Ocean
to Rat Portage, there is no other organ
of St. Peter’s Rock family, but your Re-
vIEW ; it Jooks somewhat Jesuitical ; but
so much the better, the youth of the old
rambler was guided by a Jesuit profes-

‘80T

The old Voyageur fancies he hag an
item, a little one, which still may be of
some interest to your readers. Ipdeed
the incident is very insignificant for a
paper like your REview,but it ig 5 straw
which shows the way a pleasant Chinook
wind would blow from Rat Portage to the
Rockies, if old PLoebus was lef; alone to
do his work.

We must own, Mr. Editor, that the
old wanderer is a little bit Superstitious.
While he believes in the gennine,—not
the bozus cratty Masonic,—Fathertiood
of God and brotherhood of man, he has
a superstitious fear of fish-mongers. glias
news-mongers, who are gaid u; ccme
from his h—isn majesty’s dominion. to
fish introubled watersand make a living
by it, a mean one at that rate, Your
Winnipeg Trit:une, a Whig, the Calgary
and Edmonton chameleonic Herald,
Whig and Tory accordirg to the rays of
the shining sun, a Regina fly sheet, the
pame of which 1 have forgotten, and
sundry others of the same ilk, are the
ghosts he dreads. When you tgink you
have them, they vanish away in smoke.
The other day they would have had
drops of blood on your Winnipeg streets !
and from thence all overthe Norghwest, |
were it not for the timely drops of rain
which drenched the would-be wairiors
into drowned chickens afid kept away
the curiosity crowds ofidlers. [ tel] you,
Mr. Editor, these ghosts of ne ws-mong-
ers fishing only in troubled waters, are
dangerous phantoms. IftLey were not,
men ol all races, of all tongueg and of gil
creeds would live pearcefully and would
soon repeat : how sweet it js to live
like brothers.

Please come with me to Let.m;ridge
and you will see an instance of the
Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of
man. This thriving city of good coal
miners, is the tower of Bapel in the
Northwest,—I mean for the variety of
races, languages and creeds, byt thanks
to the gentlemen at the head of the com-
panies, the brotherhood, the Christian
one, is in the ascendancy, in spite of the
bigotry of too many of the city fathers,
with most honorable exceptiong.

On Easter Sunday the olq rambler
heard a brass band, it was a surprise for
the Catholic Church; be went out to
bear and see strange faces. They are

an Catholies. This explains why the best
part of the pastorless flock eame to the
Catholic chureh for Easter. The old
rambler rejoiced at it. He then told
how in ‘ould’ Ireland, but outside of the
North, there were once a priest and a
parson who were great friends, The
' Anglican bistiop wag expected and the
parson felt bad that he bad no congrega.
tion toshow to His Lordship. “Do not
trouble yourself about it, I will lend you
part of,my congregation for the occasion.”
The priest the previous Sunday asked

[those who could read to come lo early

Mass, and, as the minister was kind
tothe poor and never interfered with
their faith, he wislhed those who could
read to goto the 11 o’clock service in the
Anglican church, to.go with their prayer-
books, behave well, read their own
prayers, listen to the Protestant bishop's
germon, but not to believe what he
would 8ay ; they would thus give 8 good
gshow to'the parson who deserved it.
They readily did so. Yours truly
OLp RAMBLER.

P. 8.—~In my roving expeditions 1
found out that the Mounted Police are
a great protection. You can ramble safe
all over the Northwest, but I was not
aware they promoted. also the refine.
ments of civilization in this far away
country. Messrs. Cdllaghan and Davig
are of the N. W. M. P., while Messrs.
Penten and Bushby belong to the blye
blood of Lethbridge, and are Protestants
and very obliging gentlemen, 0. R.

LIBERAL CATHoOLICS.

A Polite Phrase, but of Sinister
tmport,
e SR
Fidelity to Principle the Test of
True Worth.

From the Providence Visitor.

Every now and then we hear one or
another of our brethren lauded by out-
siders as a “liberal, broad-minded man,”
This estimate is vulgarly supposed to
touch the very highest round in the lad-
der of compliment, A sort of patent ot
respectability, 1t is sweet to the ear of
the foolish recipient, but the judicious
man i8 not puffed up by it. Too much
of sinister import lies behind this polite
pbrase. When an outsider commends
a Catholic a8 liberal and broad-minded,
he does so because he recognizes in
bhim a certain fraternity of view and
practice, a certain aberration from strict
Catholicstandard.

A liberal Catholic is a sorry spectacle.

. Wise only in his own conceit, and hung-
! ering after the approbation of his non-
i Catholic fellows, he wakes concessions
to their igrorance and prejudices which
he has no riglt to male, Of course,
after the example of the Apostle of the
Gentiles, we Catholics ought to make
ourselves all thiugs to all men, hut
never at the expense of principle. In.
stead of honoring the teachings of faith

by an unquestioning submission interi-
orly and exteriorly Ly a manly perform-
ance of the duties it imposes ; instead of
standing up for the relivion of his fathers
through good report and evil, he bows
down before the Moloch of humun re-
spect—he prefers to carp, criticize, mini-
mize, He concedes a point here, he
vields another there, he blushingly
apologizes for yet another ; he lets it be
understood that on others he has views
of his own. He thinks Mother. Church
ought t» be less meddiesome and more
concilistory. He resents the Pope’s
prunouncement about membership in
certain societies. He, as an American,
cannot approve of the Church’s attitude
on the question of education. He gets
the social advantages of secular instruc.
tion albove the spiritual advantages
that accrae from a religions education.
He wants Motber Chureh to sit quietly
by the tomb of Saint Peter, telling her
beads and never ruffling the suscepti-

bilities of the world, though the devil
reigh in the market-place, though indif-
ference spread like a blight, and though
the children who ougut to be brought up
in the “nurture and admonition of the
Lord” are weaned from her love and

obedience.

The doctrines of the Charch are not
the arbitrary inventions of the Popes

and Councils. The Church has a God-

given megsage to proclaim to men. She

is charged to rule, to teach, to condemn.

Her duty, the resson of her being, is 1o
make kuown to men the things they

must believe aud the things they must

doin order to gain eternal life. S8he is

the guardian of the tree of life, whose

leaves are for the Lealing of the nation.

She is charged and assisted to preserv.

in its pristiue integrity the deposit de-

livered to the saints, not abating a single

jot or tittle thereof, no matter how the

Gentiles rage or what foolishness the

pations may devise, Ifthe world scofix

at her claims, so much the worse for the
world. Faithful to her office she will
atill, unmoved by enemies withont and
faint-hearied brethren within.reprovethe
world of siun and of justice aud of judg-

ment, still proclaim the rights of Godl

and the duty of man, Ang ayain, view-
ed intrinsically, this faith of ours whict.

Mother Church preaches to us, is not a
thing to be ushamed of. Itsatisfies both

tl‘le bead and the heart of man. It is 80
simple, 80 pertect in every/detail, that it
compels the homage even of its foemen.

It alone gives a satisfactory answer to
those questions of Jifeand destiny which,

till answered, Wil not down. It isa
faith before which the greatest intellects
in history have humbled themselves.

It is this old faith of ours which has
civilized the world, which upholds the
rights of man, which has inspired thoge
masterpieces of architecture and paint-
ing that are the glory of the past and the
Jespair of the present. It was this faiss;

beautiful and beneficent, which wag fo;
many weary yeara the only solace and
relief of our fathers, and which, with the
remembrance of their steadfust, hearty
attachment to it, is their richest legacy
to their issue,

Utterly irrational jn theory the liber. ]
Catholic is lax in practice. He leaves
the sucraments 1o the devout female gex.
His interest in the affairs of his own
parish (8 limited to fault-finding, Hoe
thinks too many demands are made up;
on the generosiiy of the laity ; he wants
to kuow where the money all goes to,
and be opines that church affairs ought
-to be managed wore after the manner in
vogue by our separated brethren, His
liberalism rarely takes on the practical
form of dollars and cents.

‘The duty of Catholics is to stick to the
teachings of Mother Church without
minimizing them in the least detail, to
tamiliarize themselves according to their
opportunities with the grounds of their
faith and its claims to the acceptance of
all men, to be loyal in word and deed to
their ecclesiastical superiors, never mak-
ing their real or alleged shortcomings an

(Continued on page 3).

excuse for disloyalty ;to remember that -
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