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—alargo proportion of what they do road |

is more chaff, contuining hardly a grain
of solid, intellectual pabulum, while it
abounds in moral poison. The world is
flooded with books and papers that pre-
vert, pollute, debase und dostroy the
mind, and what little workingmen do
read is drawn largely from thissource—
simply because.of its cheapness and be-
causoe they cannot be induced to form a
carcfully regulated tasto for reading of o
bighor order. The newspapors aro
generally read by workingmen; but,
while we do not dosive to disparage the
merits of such reading, wo do say that
the knowledge obtainoed through news-
papers, though cuabling us to form
opinions®on the questions and contro-
versies of the duy, is still very feagmen-
tary, and tonds to dissipate rather than
discipline the mind. Ilistory, political
economy, stalistical ossays, science of
government, and generally, all books
treating on social questions, should be
read and re-read by workingmen, and,
if time would permit, those higher studics
that expaund and beautify the mind could
be afterwards indulged in, Many will
say they cannot atford to buy books,
but they can afford to buy tobucco and
intoxicating beverages; why not ceaso
buying, at least, a portion of the latter,
and dovote tho money thus saved 1o the
purchase of the former? The invest-
ment will pay you compound interest
try it for-a your, and if you then think
differently, we are willing to be called
a false teacher. In conclusion, we make
this broad assertion: The man who
sueceeds in making the workingmen of
the world general, systematic readers of
good books ana periedicals, will do more
for bumanity than any man seen on earth
since the God-man died on Calvary.—
Coopers’ Journal.

The Music Hollou the oceasion of the first of
the series of leclures by Prof. Pepper on Tucs-
day night, was, crowded to its utmost limits,
a large number having to go away, unable to
gain admittance. Theleoture gave the most in-
tense satisfaction to all who were present.

Cammumtmmnf.

THU l> ALLOT BILL.

(T'o tie Editor of the Outario Workman.)
Sik,—Tu the issne of your useful periodi- !
eal dated yesterday. L observe a brief no-'
tice of the second veading of the Ballot Bill |
introduced by nie in the Ontario Assembly,
aud withdrawn after a short expression ot
opinion in its favor. I cannot help think-
ing you Lave, unintentionally, done mec
injustice by conveying to your readers the !
idea thni from someo improper motive, I
abandoned the mcasure for this Session.
Permit me to assure you that after advo’-i
cating the adoption of the Ballut, when |
ever opportunity offered, during the past
quarier of a century, I did not prepare the |
measure snercly for the purpose of c.wt*n"'
it asido whon its success scemed certain. |
The discussion which jrceeded the sccondl
reading not only elicited the views of the
representatives of nearly cvery section of |
Ontario, but pledged the Government to
the introduction of a thorough reform of |
our electoral wachinery, with the use m.
the ballot iustead of the open vote mnl'
solaly because L felt save that the Attorney-!
Genern! wanld biing in o more comprehen- |
sive trowsure next Hession, extending lhb'
ballot to 3lunicipal az well as to Parlinment- |
ary ciections, did 1 consent to waive the
prozecation of 1wy bill this year.  Logisla-
tion in 1874 will be in ample tinie {or the
next generad election, which will toke phuec
in 1875 ; and I helicvo that the guse of
secret voting has guined rather than lost:
by o delay, which cannot, uuder any eir- ¢
cumstances, be productive of injury, :
Hoping that yon will tind room for this ?
bricf explanation in your next issue, l
I have the honor <o be ;'
Your obedient servant, i
Cuantes CLanke,
Toronto, Feb, 14, 1873.

HAMILTONX.
(To #e Toliter of the Ontario W'm‘.’;:;r:';:.)~
Deuan Sin,-~1n reply to J. B,, of Mo |
treal, I have simply to say that one fact is
worth a thousand avguiments. I have ob-
tained the following from the minutes of
the Nine Iour League, Hamilton :—At a
meeting held in the Temperance Hall,
cornier of King and McNab streets, May
13th, 1872, a doputation from the Brick-
layers was received ; they stated that-the
men in nine firms were ready and determin-
. ed to strike on the 15th May. Tho Presi-
dent gave them to understand that the
* league could not sanction the strike. The
L]

cmoney by so doing.

above is & true extract reccived from the
Secretary of the Committee on Correspond-
onco. This fills all the space I intend to
devote to the vindication of the leadors in
the nine hour movement. As yesurrection-
ist is not going to be my business, I shall
not again roturn to this subject. The liv-
ing present and not the buried past shall
now engage my atiention :

I have much pleasure in informing you
that the example set by Toronto is not to
be lost, as the Canadian Labor Unity have
engaged the Blechanics’ Hall hero for a
mass mecting of working men.  Opportun-
ity will thus be given of discussing the con-
duct of the Ontario Government in forcing
on such objeotionable legislation as those
bills which wero protested agninst at the
mass meoting held in Toronto. If the Gov-
ernment are determined to use a pliant
majority to carry measures injurious to tho
best interests of tho working class, weas a
class will fall back upon our constitutional
right, and petition the Governor not to sign
the measures. We are very anxious that
Toronto should have an opportunity of co-
operating with us in this matter. Properly
authenticated documents will be sent this
week, asking such co-operation, as g special
meeting of the C. L. U. will be held to ar-
range for the reception of delegates from
London and Toronto, I hove you will
favor us with your presence on the 28th,
as every man who regards his rights and
privileges as a British subject is called upon
to enter his protest against the high-handed
acts of our present Ontario Cabinet.

I remain yours,
WoRKMAN,
Hamilton, Feb. 17th, 1873.

CHARADES.

No. 1.

My tirst in Marcb, but not in June ;
My second in song, but not in tune ;
My third in iron, but not in steel ;
My fourth in rasp, but not'in wheel ;
My fifth in hammer, but not in coal ;
My sixth in horse, but not in foal ;

My seventh in shoe, but not in feet ;

My cighth in box, but not in seat ;

My ninth in fire, but nos in spark ;

My tenth in anvil, but not in dark :

My last in (ieorge, but not in Brown, .
The man to keep a worliman down ;
My wbhole may be seen from Bay street.

X

No. 2.
My tirst is in port, but not in haven ;
My second is in owl, but not in raven ;
My third is in oyster, but not i shell ;
My fonrth is in water, but not in weit ;
My fifth is in ashes, but not in coal ;
My sixth is in salmon, but not in sole ;
My seventh is in anchor, but nst in ship :
My ciglith is in tongue, bug not ir lip:
My ninth iz in butter, bhut not in bread ;
" 2 tenth is in harm. but not in dread ;
L1y whole is a seapert town J ween,
din e south of England it will be seen.
L W

Wo have reccived only onc correet answer
to * Kate's” Charade, which appeared in No,
Jof tlm Workmay, and that also from a lady,
\Ixs , Toronto. The answer is Crf-ton.
f—————— ——— o

I= oUr namerouns readors want baigrnins i
Dy owls, Bavox & Co™ iz the pla:

t‘um

{0 5eR

Meagiy & Cols Chgap Dev Goobs axp
Perorntsg Hovan, 207 Yonge sbrees, three
doars south of the ““Creen Llush” Hotel, and
directly opposite Albors street, is the place
for mcechonies (o niake their purehnses, s the
gouds offeved are as goodlin quality as any in
Pthe market, and the prices asked unprece-
dently low.  "The lnboving classes will tind it
desidedly to their advantage to  patronize
Messea, Meakin & Co., a8 they will save
The
preseut on hand is lavge and  vovied,
kinds of clothing., ready-made or made 4o
order. A& iirst-cluss entter is kepb on the
Job lats of clothing and dry gools
chean. Nec

nrenvises,
for pedlavs are oftered  very

! advertisement.

gAT.

M. Jadyns Wxrrs,—CGur numcrous read [
érs ave veferred in our advertisiny colmmns !

to the old establisted New and Second-hand
Fuarnitire Warerooms, 247 & 249 Yonge St.,

. Mr. James Weckes, Proprietor. This place

of business is considered by all who have
been constant  custopers of it one of the
cheapest places in the city, where both New
and ¥econd-hand Furnitere ean be bought.
Ab sroseud there e be found a igood as-
sortinentotf Sidebourds, Lounges and Touse
Fumishing Goods of every description.
There are always on hand, Carpets, Stoves,
and other Household requisites at exceed-
ingly low prices. Another pleasing featuro
to Housékeepers, is, that they can always
depend on My, Weckes exchanging Furni-
ture with them, and necatly re-covering
their Sofas, and re-caning their Chairs if
required so to dv.  Mochnnics and others
who are in search of bargnins are invited
to call. at 247 & 249 Yonze street, bofore
purchasing elsewhere.

stock of goods at
Al

CENTRAL PRISON CONTRACT.

On Friday the Hon. Mr. Mowat moved that
the House will, .on Tuesday next, resolve itself
into a committeo to consider the following
rosolution :— “That "the .proposed contract
hetween. tho Inspector of Prisons and Asylums
and the Canada Car Company, respecting the
labor of prisoners coufined in the Central Prison,
doo rceive the concurrence of this House.”” He
then at length, referred to the circumstances
under which the contract was made, with

. which our readers are already familiar.

Mr. MacDonald expressed his astonishment
at the action of the Government in this matter
during the recess. He had no doubt the In-
spector had desired to make the best arrange-
ments for the good of the Province and of the
prison system, but be thought he had griev-
ous]y failed. So far as the Governmont were
‘concérned, the course they had taken had
given the lie to the previons professions.
They bad got into power by persuading the
yeomanry of the country that they weread-
vocating the control of public matters by Leg-
islature- It was, thercfore, strange that the
Government should, after such professions,
have entered into a contract of such magni.
tude, and for such a length of time without
tho authority of the House. If this contract
were now voted down, a cry would be raised
that the House were repudiating their liabili-
ties, but he hoped it would be long before the
principle of repudiation was introduced inte
this country, The Government contended
that the evils of the contract system in prison
labor had been avoided by the present con-
tract. He differed from that view. Al the
authorities on the question coudemmned the
contract system, under which punishment was
possible, but reformation, the more important
object, was impossible. The prisoners would
find that they had been sold as slaves to the
bighest bidder ; they would be brought into
contact with outsiders, and they would be re-
woved from the proper supervision of the pri-
son authorities. He read sev fal extracts
from reports of American Prison Associations
stroagly condemming the contract system in
convict labor.

Mr, Lauder had expected that the Attorney-
(icnerzl would have given some authority for
the action of the Government, but he had con-
fined his remarks to a defence of the contract
whice had been entered info. The work con-
tracted for was a heavy kiund, and the Attor-
ney-Gieneral should have given his reasons for
adopting the manufacture of rolling stock for
railways in preference to ether kinds of lahor,
and should bave given the authority of Mr.
Langmuir for the action of the (iovernment.
He (Mr. Launder) contended that in the manu-
facture of rolling stock it was impossible to
maintain proper oversight over the priscners.
"T'his particular work was of all others the very
worst that could have heen selected upon
which to employ the prisoners. He held that
the proper course for the Goverupent to have
pursued was to have sent*a Commissioner to
the United States to enquire into the various
systems of employing pisom libor in that
cottintry ; and then, when the Commizsicnier’s
report was before the House, the whole sub-
jeet eonld have heca discussed intellizently.
Tras would have been a comuuninense mode
o procedure, instenid of hurriediy vitering in-
to a contract which had nouhm- w h. tever to
recommend it,  If that condract was not bind-
ing, then the House, acting in the public in-
terest, should reject it ; but if it was binding,
g0 that the Company would have a claitn for
daanages, il it were cancelled, it was only a
farce to ask the ITouse to assent to it at all.
“The onlv ta'lh" ihe Housze should kave boen
called upon to do was to consider and deter-

i mine the principle of whether the system of

letting out the labor was advisable or not—not
to dizcuss each clause of a long and elabovate
contract and every other detail which should
be left to the Government to deal with in case
the pricciple was afiinmed.  3le argued that
that priveiple was unsouud, and that all the
anthorities were against it.

Mr. Bethune approved of the principlé -
volved in the contract, and did not think a
case had heen made out against the contvact
system.

Mre. 13, B, Woal, eafter relorring to the
causes which had led to the establishment of
the Central Prigon, mentioned that in his first

report the Inspector of Prisons had proneanced
; the opiuion, that while the coutract system of
employing the Iabor was iore productive
pecum.u y, yeb 1o was not so advantageous so
far as the moral improvement of the prisoners
1 was conecrnad as the system of (overmmental
supervision. Subsequently, upon a review of
the whole question, the Inspector, in an ablo
report, had come to the couclusion for which
his reasons were given, that it wounld be advis-
able a$ any rate for s period of ten years, to
try the system of contract labor. Ie (Mr.
Wood) ditl not see how this conld be construed
into o party question. It was purely a social

subject, which was ciing tome of the rreat. !

est minds of the day, and he did nov tuink
politics ought to be allowed to enter into it.
The objections to the countract system were
that it, as a rule, did not allow a suflicient
variety of trades to be. pursued Dy she prison-
ers, except by the outlay of a very large amount
of capital. Still it was a system tha.{; worked
admirably in tho great State Prison of Illinois,
which was to form the model of this prison,
and also in Massachusotts and Connecticut,
where they had had years of experience, and
whero, p~rh1ps, they wore more advanced in
the work of prison reform than in any other
patt of the world., In New York thoy had

fallon back upon a modified system which gave
the officers the more control, bnt in Buffalo
there was a largoe prison which they had failed
in conducting upon that plan, but which was
now efficiently managed under the contract
system. In all these cases the per diem allow-
ance paid by the contractors for tho labor was
much leas than in this case, and at the same
time thoy had this greater advantago that the
time for which they controlled the labor
averaged perhaps four or five years, while no
priconer would be confined in the central
prison for a longor period than two years. If
tho contract system could be so worked as to
give the Government control over the moral
training of the convicts, it scemed to him that
the advantages of both systems would be se-
cured ; and taking all the circumstonces into
account he thought that if he had becn in the
position of the Government he would have
come to the same conclusion they had arrived
at. As to the right of the Government to
make the contract, he had always maintained
that this was just one of thuse things mpon
which action should be taken by the Adminis-
tration upon its own responsibility. Of course
it was within the power of the House to cancel
the contract, and ifit was animproper contract
it should be cancelled, but that would involve
the condemnation and removal of the Govern-
ment. ¢

Mr. Cameron believed the C(lovernment
thought they were acting in the interest of
the country in making a contract upon the
rccommendation of the Inspeetor of Prisons,
in whom he had every confidence. At the
same time he considered it unadvisable to
have made this contract without offering it to
public competition ; for it might be there were
others who would have employed tho labor of
the prisoners with advantago to themselves
and with greater benefib to the country than
the Canada Car Company. If he were to
enter into an examination of the terms of the
agreement, there were some things in it par-
ticularly dangerous. In the first place, it
was impolitic to undertake to snpply the
labor -of 215 ; and if the number at any time
fell short of that figurc to pay to the Com-
pany the difference between fifty cents and’
the ordinary cost of labor. It might be that the
prison would not furnich more than 115, and
the Company einploying 100 mea who were
not prisoners at the ordinary wages, say 31 50
a day, the Government would have to pay it
$100 a day until the deficicney was made up.
This seemed to him to be an improvident and
imprudent arrangement, which might subject
the country to considerable loss.

Hon. Mr. Mowat remarked that the fincm-
ber for East Toronto had said that there might
not be 213 convicts in the prison, that heing
the number contracted for, whereas the In-
spector’s veport stated that last year no less
than 1,500 persons were iucarcerated in the
common gaols who would properly have beon
subjects for sentenee to the Central Prison.

After some farther disenssion, the motion
was carricd on a division.

—o - -

TAXATION

The Anti-Income TFax
the ficld, in pursnance of the prosaise which
they made last monih in Guildhall.  They
have, for the present, seid nothing quite
new on the subject. We know that the
tax is, properly, a war tax, We have long
agreed that it is *‘ inquisitorial.” The in-
quisitorial nature of it tempis people to
commit frandulent evasions of its com-
mands. Tts general unpopularity has ade
eseapes from any of its previsions a venial
offence. In short it is a bad tax, 2 tax
lovied $0 cover extravagant expenditure ;
aud an unjust tax—since it presses alike
on carncd income and income from proper-
ty.  We wish the Leagnevs, then, speedy
and complets sneeess ; bub we fear they are
not going the risht way to getit. Their
uncompromising attitnde will cost them
friends.  If they would be content, first,
with a reform of the prn\usxom of \‘ho tax ;
and then steadily work toswards its demoli-
tion, we should be hopeful of a little carly
instaliment of good work.  To begin with,
the expenditnre must be reduced,  The
Leaguers mast prove that the commtry can
be properly governed at about seven mil-
lions sterling less than is now spent,  We
believe they might demonstrate this, and
make it solil groundwork for their agita-
tion ; but, at present, they have no good
foundation for abolition, albeit they have
plenty for reform of Schedule D.

The view of the taxation of the country
taken by Sir Charles Dilke, in his annual
speech to his constituents, is a broader one,
and one more likely to produce clleviations
of the taxpayers’ woss, than the narrower
purvey of one gricvance by the Anti-Income
Tax Lenguere.  Sir Charles rowioded hiz
hearers that, according to the Financial

2eform Association, the workmen of the
country paid nearly twice as much per cent.
as did the rich. The workman’s taxes are
slmost entirely upon necessuries : - those of
tho vich are chiefly upon their superflnities,

Here is o basis for a National Taxation
Reform Association :—

¢ Suppose that income to be £60 a-year

for each family; supposing the workmen
to be five millions of families, this would
give 2060 millions for necessarics. Now,

THOROUGI REFCILL

fienguers are in

their whole income was computed at 325

»

millions by Mr. Buxtcr leavmg only. 75
millions for superﬂumeu which, on thu
principle, would be locally and juperially
taxed. On that 30 millions of taxes wer
raised. The rich wero two millions of
families, which gave 100 millions for neces-
saries ; but they had 509 millions, leavin

500 millions to be tazed, which bore httlo
moto than 50 millions of taxes.” - -

The readjustment of these shameful irre= "
gularitics would includo the thorough re.
form of the income-tax, to begin with ; and
the reduction of the national expendlture_

by far more than soven millions sterling.-—
Weekly Times.

MARRIED.

HUSOh—JORDAN-—On the 13th inst., by the
Rev. Mr. Clarke, Geo. E. Huson, of
Ottawa, formerly of Toronto, to Aunie,
second daughter of John Jordan, Esq., of
this city.

ELuis—Loverock.—In this city, on the 13th
inst., at the parsonage, St. hANS s Chureh,
by the Rev, Mr. Williams, Mr. James
Ellis, engincer, T. G. & B. k., to Miss
Lizzic Lovelock, youngest daughter of Mr.
Wm. Lovelock, all of this city.
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BAIRD'S
INDUSTRIAL,

PRAGTICAL,
& SCIERTIFIG
PUBLICATIONS.

A further supply just received at
Piddington's ** Mammoth Book Store,”

243 Sz 30 YONGE ST.

Artizans eall for a copy of Catalogue
43-te

CHARLES HUNTER,

DEALER IN (,I‘O(/P'l IES AND PROVI-
SIONS, WINES AND LIQUORS,

68 Queen Streect West,
CORNER TERAGLEY 4T.
45-t2 TORONTO, ONT,

MEAKIN & CO.,
MERCHANT TAILORS,
YONGE STREILT;

HAVE A LARGE ASSORTMENT OF

READY-MADE CLGTHING

ON HAND.

2O7T

If you waut a Ctood, Cheap Suit, now is the
time for genunine bargains,

Order Work Punctuaily Attended to,

AND WH GUARANTEE A\ GOOD FIT.

247 A First-Cines Cuiter Kept on the premises.

site
STOCE-TAKING A
ey ‘
S T W g, B
PVYERYTHING REDUCED.

DRESS COODS LGWER THAH EVER.

Cottons at Manufacturers’ Piices.
. a

REMNANTS AT A SACRIFICE !
“STAR HMOUSE"

Corner King and West Mariet Snuare,

AT AlNGoods marked in plain figures. 33-te

GREAT
DR

ESS
SALE!L

GO.000 YTARDS

T L

SLAUGHTE

Down below the Wholesale Cust
his way to England to huut up

BARGAINS FOR THE SPRiftiG TRADE.

SALES ONLY FOR (ASTL

T. EATON CO.,

CORNER YO\TGE & QUEEN STREETS.. 7

42-t¢
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JAMES McQUILTAN,
FURNITURE DEALER, .
56 QUEEN ST, Wiy, TORONTO, 0\"1.. »

Strict attontion paid to ropairing in all - its brancher,
City ixpress dolivery pr omptly executed. Houehold
Furniture removed with greatest caro.

First-clase Furniture Varnish alwags on haml.
MLCHAN cs ‘

CHEAP FURNITURE STORE,
23-Queen, Stre:t 'VVe-,t—23
Noxt to Knox Church.

The Suhseribior begs to calt special nttcntion fo th‘
BARGAINS now oﬂﬁd in Now and Second- Band !-‘ur
niture,

OVER

K
24

IRED!

Our ““ Buyir” is om

&

FURNITURE WARE.-
ROOMS,

: .'l?.—oh »

4" Nlechanics and athors will find it to tbe‘.r .advau-
tage to visit this store to purchuso what thoy want.

9Bohr ALEX. KING:
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