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M. COURTNEY, DOp'y Min. of Fin.

CANADIAN CULTURE.

Sir John Bourinot,, speakiig recently
before the Canadian Club, Toronto, on
the progress of culture in Canada, stated
that he saw good reason for satisfaction
with the present and hopefulness for the
íuture. The Canadian people of both
French and English races are displaying
an intellectual activity commensurate with
the expansion of their territory and their
acquisition of wealth. The attention that
is now devoted to the writing and read-
ing of Canadian history proves clearly the
national, or thoroughly Canadian, spirit
that is already animating the cultured
class of the people. The artistic finish
and originality of the conception of the
best productions of Canadian poets en-
title them fairly to a foremost place
alongside American-poets of the present
day. Canadians are now the authors of
novels and romances which find numer-
ous readers and eulogists in English-speak-
ing countries. The scientific work of
Canadians is most meritorious, and can
be studied chiefly in the proceedings of
English, American and Canadian socie-
ties, especially of late years in the excep-
tionally handsome transactions of the
Royal Society of Canada, On the whole,
the tone of the most ably cond4cted jour-
nals is quite on a level with the style of
debate in legislative halls, where of late
years there has been manifest a tendency
to impair the dignity, and lower the tone
of discussion. Art is making progress,
though the public encouragement of
native artists is still very inadequate, when
we consider the excellence already attain-
ed under great difficulties in a relatively
new country, where the mass of people
has yet to be educated to true percep-
ion of the advantages of high artistic
effort. Canadian sculptors have given to
the Dominion admirable busts and statues
of eminent men for the adornment of
public buildings and squares. While
Canadian architecture has hitherto been
generally wanting in originality of con-
ception, the principal edifices of the pro-
vinées afford many good examples of
effective adaptation of the best art of
Europe and America.

-One at least of our Antipodean
colonies is indisposed to allow its exer-
tions on behalf of the Empire to remain
fruitless. The strife of arms, in its case at
least, is to pave the way for the arts of
peace. New Zealand is now planning the
establishment of a direct steamer service
between its leading ports and those of
South Africa, to prosecute that increased
trade which the experience of the war has
shown to be possible. According to the
Hon. J. C. Ward, Minister for Railways
and Commerce, tenders are about to be
invited by the Government of New Zea-
land for a direct steamship service be-
tween five New Zealand and at least three
South African ports. The former will in-
clude Auckland, Wellington, Lyttelton,
Dunedin and Bruce, and the latter, Cape-
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NOTES TO THEBANK STATEMENT.

Return of Canadian.Bank of Commerce. Amount
under heading "Other assets not included under fore-
going heads," contains bullion purchased at Dawson City
and also $162,ooo deposit with the Receiver General re
Bank of British Columbia Note Circulation. No. 8
Assets consists of balances due by other banks only.

Return of Bank of British North America. Amount
under heading "Other assets not included under fore-
going heads,"contains bullion purchased at Dawson City.
The figures for the Atlin and Dawson City Branches are
taken from the last returns received, viz.: Atlin 21st Dec.
and Dawson City 8th Dec.

Eastern Townships Bank bonus of one per cent. equal
in all to a dividend of 8 per cent. per annum.

Molsons Bank bonus of one per cent. equal in ail to a

dividend of 9 per cent. per annum.
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